
 

What is O.W.L.S. 
 

O.W.L.S. is a program designed by Scouts for 

Scouts.  Its geared for older Scouts looking for 

something different than the normal merit 

badge track.  Scouts who sign up for this 

program will spend the week trekking through 

the “backcountry” of Camp Wilderness.  

Throughout the week the Scouts will get to pick 

and choose their routes, skills challenges, and 

schedule.  They will be able to hone their Scout 

skills, leadership abilities, and critical thinking.  

The program is designed for Scouts who are 

14+ OR are 13 and have completed the 8th 

grade.   

 

  

Who We Are 

About Us 

Camp Wilderness is a 2,400 acre Scout Camp in 

the heart of the Minnesota lakes country near 

Park Rapids, MN.  We have summer resident 

programs for Cub Scouts and Scouts BSA, as 

well as numerous weekend events.  We also 

provide programs to non-Scout groups who 

wish to use our facilities. 

Contact Us 

Phone: 1-877-293-5011 – Fargo Office 

Email: tom.barry@scouting.org 

Web: www.nlcbsa.org 

Facebook: campwildernessscoutcamp 

 

 

Camp Wilderness 
29984 Journey Trail 

Park Rapids, MN 56470 
  

  

O.W.L.S. 

Camp Wilderness 
 

Scouting for Life Wilderness Outpost 

A week-long outpost adventure into the 

“backcountry” of Camp Wilderness. 
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Northern Lights Council, BSA 

29984 Journey Trail 

Park Rapids, MN 56470 

1-877-293-5011 

   

http://www.nlcbsa.org/


 

Overview of the Week 

Sunday 

Scouts will meet with other participants and 

break into patrols.  Staff will do a gear shake 

down, lead team building exercises, and help 

prepare the participants on what to expect for 

the week. 

Monday 

After the opening flag ceremony, the patrols 

will continue with team building exercises.  

Then they will take off on their first challenge of 

the week: an orienteering course using GPS 

units to find their first campsite of the week.    

  

  

Tuesday 

Each Patrol can choose their itinerary for the 

day.  Do they want to work on pioneering 

skills?  Further their navigation skills they 

worked on the day before?  Maybe practice 

their wilderness survival skills through a mock 

emergency?  The sky is the limit! 

Wednesday 

After breakfast, the patrols will hike back to the 

main camp area.  The Scouts will rejoin their 

troops to rest, clean up, participate in chapel 

and commissioner campfire, and prepare skits 

for the closing campfire on Friday. 

“I really enjoyed this 

experience and the freedom to 

pick our own program for the 

week.  It’s unlike any other 

camp experience I’ve had 

before.”  

– 2018 Participant 

Thursday 

The O.W.L.S. participants will regroup 

Thursday morning at the waterfront for an 

aquatics themed day.  Patrols will work on 

building their own rafts, lifesaving skills, and 

canoeing.  They will then paddle (or hike) to the 

Maple Plantation across Bad Axe Lake for the 

night. 

  

 

 

Friday 

Scouts will spend the morning working on 

challenges and activities at the Maple 

Plantation.  They will return to main camp in 

time for lunch.  During the afternoon they will 

debrief the week, visit the fire tower, and be 

able to rejoin their troop. 

 

 


