
 

 

 

 

 

RADIO Merit Badge  
 

Please review all of the requirements listed and be prepared for discussions.  

 
NOTE - Scouts may email me (with parent or leader CCed in) as needed 
for clarification as maybe needed. jasonmcottrill@frontiernet.net   
 

7)  Visit a radio installation (an amateur radio station, broadcast station, 
or public communications center, for example) approved in advance by your 
counselor. Discuss what types of equipment you saw in use, how it was used, what types of 
licenses are required to operate and maintain the equipment, and the purpose of the station. 
 
9) Do ONE of the following: (a OR b OR c OR d)  

NOTE: Pick one (a OR b OR c OR d) and then complete that pre-req before your arrival. 

a. Amateur Radio 

6. Using proper call signs, Q signals, and abbreviations, carry on a 10-minute real or simulated 
amateur radio contact using voice, Morse code, or digital mode. (Licensed amateur radio 
operators may substitute five QSL cards as evidence of contacts with five amateur radio 
operators.) Properly log the real or simulated ham radio contact, and record the signal report. 

b. Radio Broadcasting 

2. Prepare a program schedule for radio station "KBSA" of exactly one-half hour, including music, 
news, commercials, and proper station identification. Record your program on audiotape or in a 
digital audio format using proper techniques. 

3. Listen to and properly log 15 broadcast stations Determine the program format and target 
audience for five of these stations. 

c. Shortwave and Medium-Wave Listening 

1. Listen across several shortwave bands for four one-hour periods - at least one period during 
daylight hours and at least one period at night. Log the stations properly and locate them 
geographically on a map, globe, or web-based mapping service. 

2. Listen to several medium-wave stations for two one-hour periods, one period during daylight 
hours and one period at night. Log the stations properly and locate them on a map, globe, or 
web-based mapping service. 

Prepared. For Life™ 
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5. Demonstrate listening to a radio broadcast using a smartphone/cell phone. Include 
international broadcasts in your demonstration. 

d. Amateur Radio Direction Finding 

3. Build a simple directional antenna for either of the two frequencies used in ARDF. 

4. Participate in a simple fox hunt using your antenna along with a provided receiver. 

5. Show, on a map, how you located the "fox" using your receiver. 


