
 

 

 

 

 

LAW Merit Badge 

 

Please review all of the requirements and be prepared for discussions.  

 

Law merit badge includes a mock trial (a civil case called Jensen v. White Star 

Lines). To do that successfully, participants need to have the following prerequisites 

done (most everything needed to complete the prerequisites is available in the Law 

merit badge pamphlet or from https://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Law )  

 

Scouts should complete the following before arriving: 

 

#2  Discuss TWO of the following: (the “discuss” takes place in class, but the research on two of 

the items takes place prior to class) 

a. Justinian’s Code, The Code of Hammurabi, and the Magna Carta.  

b. The development of the jury system.  

c. Two famous trials in history.  

 

#4  Ask five people (not more than one from your immediate family) about the role of law 

enforcement officers in our society. Discuss their answers with them. Go to a law enforcement officer in 

your neighborhood and ask about his or her responsibilities and duties. Report your findings. 

 

#5  Tell about several laws that were passed to protect the consumer and the seller. Tell about 

several organizations that provide help to consumers and sellers. (the “tells” will take place at the class, 

but the research about those laws would take place prior to class) 

 

#8   Explain the requirements for becoming a lawyer in your state. Describe how judges are selected 

in your state. (the “explain” will take place at the class, but the research about how to become a lawyer 

or judge would take place prior to class) 

 

#9   Make a list of 15 jobs that deal with some aspect of law or legal processes. Tell which you 

prefer. Why? (make the list and choose one, and the “tell” will take place in class) 

 

#10   Tell where people can go to obtain the help of a lawyer if they are unable to pay for one. Tell 

what you can do if you can afford a lawyer but do not know of any in your area. (the “tell” will take 

place at the class, but the research about where to go to obtain a lawyer would take place prior to class) 
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#11   Discuss with your counselor the importance in our society of TWO of the following areas of the 

law: (“discuss” takes place in class, but the research on two of these areas takes place prior to class) 

a. Environmental law  

b. Computers and the Internet  

c. Copyright and the Internet  

d. Immigration  

e. Patents  

f. Biotechnology  

g. Privacy law  

h. International law  

 

The mock trial requires 12 players, though more can participate. One of the players is female and most 

of the rest are interchangeable. It takes about 90 minutes to conduct the trial by the time the participants 

learn their parts and discuss their strategies.  

 

Timing Approximations 

 

Trial Preparation: 30 minutes 

Opening Statements: 2 minutes for each party 

Plaintiff's Case: 10 minutes 

Defendant's Case: 10 minutes 

Optional: Defendant's motion of directed verdict: 1 minute 

Ruling on motion to dismiss for its case: 1 minute 

Plaintiff's rebuttal of defenses 5 minutes 

Closing Statements: 2 minutes for each party 

Jury Deliberation: 5-10 minutes 

Verdict and Judgment: 2 minutes 

 

If witnesses do not get on and off quickly and are allowed to ramble, the trial could easily be two hours. 

The class should participate in a post-trial discussion about the issues involved and the positive and 

negative aspects of each party’s representation. 


