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Massawepie Peak Weekend

Introduction

Enjoy the cool nights, beautiful fall colors, and spectacular views of the 

Adirondack Mountains in the fall! At Massawepie’s Peak Weekend, Camp Pioneer will 

serve as the base camp for troops to explore the adventures available in the 6 million 

acre Adirondack Park.  The Massawepie Outdoor Challenge staff will assist with 

planning these adventures. Challenge yourselves and your troop to conquer the peaks 

of America’s first state park. Camping will be at a site in Camp Pioneer or one of 

Massawepie’s many wilderness outposts. Hiking can be supplemented with other 

Adirondack attractions or activities on property. There is no better place to come and 

experience the Adirondacks in the fall season!

Contacts/Links
To register:

https://scoutingevent.com/397-MOCPEAK 

For help with registration:
Seneca Waterways Camping Department
   (585) 241-8545    camping@senecawaterways.org

For program/facilities  questions:
Ben Geiger, Massawepie Property Superintendent
   (518) 359-3900    treks@senecawaterways.org 

Massawepie Scout Camps on Facebook    

Massawepie Outdoor Challenges on Facebook

Want more Massawepie? Check out the Massawepie Arctic Challenge (Martin Luther 
King Weekend) or Summer camp at Camp Pioneer in 2020  

https://scoutingevent.com/397-MOCPEAK
mailto:camping@senecawaterways.org
mailto:treks@senecawaterways.org
https://www.facebook.com/Massawepie/
https://www.facebook.com/MSCMOC/
https://scoutingevent.com/397-moc0119
https://scoutingevent.com/397-massawepie2020


Massawepie Peak Weekend

General Information

General Schedule

Friday Check-in (Maintenance Shop), Campsite Setup

Saturday Morning Troops Depart for Hikes 

Saturday Evening Troops Return from Hikes
Dinner - 6:00PM (Pioneer Dining Hall)

Sunday  Morning Breakfast - 8:00AM (Pioneer Dining Hall)
Troops Depart for Hikes/Out of Camp Attractions

Sunday Evening Peak Weekend Campfire (Campfire Circle)

Monday Check-out, departure

Troops will be responsible for all their own meals except for 
Saturday Dinner and Sunday Breakfast

In case of emergency…
Call the Massawepie Ranger at (518) 359-3900

Alternate contact: (518) 359-2828
 

Staff is available at the Pioneer Dining Hall all day, and at the Massawepie 
Health Lodge overnight



Massawepie Peak Weekend

Camping Information
Campsites will be assigned prior to the event at the discretion of the Property 

Superintendent. Troops should bring their own tents. Troops will camp in either a 
Camp Pioneer site or one of Massawepie’s outposts. If planning to camp off of the 
Massawepie property, please note the maximum group sizes listed in the hiking 

information. 

Packing List 
❏ Sleeping bag.
❏ Change of clothes.
❏ Long Underwear.
❏ Warm clothing (nights may be cool
❏ Rain gear.
❏ Towel.
❏ Mess kit & utensils/in addition to troop cooking equipment.
❏ Water bottle (full.)
❏ Pocketknife.
❏ Flashlight(s.)
❏ Necessary toiletries.
❏ Tarp
❏ Tent
❏ Troop food for all meals except for Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast
❏ Trail snacks
❏ Individual First Aid Kit
❏ Troop First Aid Kit

Remember that weather is very inconsistent in the Adirondacks this time of year. Be prepared for 
cold and possible snow while camping and hiking.

**List may be subject to change up until the day of the event**



Massawepie Peak Weekends
Hiking Information

The Adirondacks feature some of the most scenic hikes in the country. With six million 
acres of land, there are many peaks to choose from. Which will you conquer?

The High Peaks
The 46 Adirondack High Peaks are the gold standard of Adirondack hikes and 
conquering them is the goal of many Adirondack hikers. This makes them by far the 
most popular mountains in the park. Especially on holiday weekends like Columbus 
Day, the High Peaks are mobbed. Troops are encouraged to look into other hiking 
opportunities. If planning on hiking in the High Peaks, plan to arrive early to beat the 
rush, and check out the links below:
https://www.adirondack.net/hiking/high-peaks/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9198.html

Hikes Outside of the High Peaks
The Eastern High Peaks Wilderness, Giant Mountain and the Dix Mountains are the 
most heavily used backcountry area in the Adirondack Forest Preserve. There is 
significant congestion and few opportunities for solitude. Trailhead parking lots and 
interior campsites reach capacity on many weekends throughout the hiking 
season.The large number of visitors has resulted in trail erosion and damage to 
vegetation in heavily used areas. Many nearby areas continue to see relatively light 
use, less trail damage and improved opportunities for solitude. The following hikes 
offer excellent opportunities for hikers preferring to seek alternatives to many of the 
high use trails. They provide a hiking experience similar to a High Peaks hike, including 
great scenic views, but with fewer people: 

More info on these hikes: https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9163.html
  https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/114858.html

Longer Hikes
❏ Owl Head Lookout
❏ Poke-O-Moonshine Mountain
❏ Catamount Mountain
❏ Cat Miuntain (Wanakena)

Shorter  Hikes
❏ Baxter Mountain
❏ The Crows
❏ Bear Den Mountain
❏ Silver Lake Mountain
❏ Cobble Lookout
❏ Mount Van Hovenburg East Trail
❏ Bear Mountain (Cranberry Lake)

https://www.adirondack.net/hiking/high-peaks/
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9198.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/9163.html
https://www.dec.ny.gov/press/114858.html


Massawepie Peak Weekends
Hiking Information

The Tupper Triad
In 2015, a new hiking challenge called the Tupper Lake Triad was launched in the 
Tupper Lake Region of the Adirondacks. The three family-friendly mountains boast 
outstanding views of the surrounding mountains and lakes from their summits, which 
are reached via well-maintained and well-marked state Department of Environmental 
Conservation trails. After successfully hiking all three peaks, register on the official 
Triad Roster and receive a patch -- and bragging rights, of course. The Tupper Triad 
consists of Mount Arab, Coney Mountain, and Goodman Mountain.
More info: https://www.tupperlake.com/recreation/tupper-lake-triad

The Saranac 6er
The 6ers are a great introduction to hiking in the Adirondacks. Along the way you’ll 
find rewards aplenty: Gently rolling terrain, bird-filled wetlands, towering pine forests, 
and steep, challenging ascents that lead to outstanding views of mountains and water. 

Not all 6ers are created equal, which can make it difficult to know where to begin. Start 
by downloading the Saranac Lake 6er map, then try Mount Baker or St. Regis Mountain 
— they’re the easiest of the bunch and particularly good for people hiking with kids. 
Work your way up to the more difficult climbs, where higher elevations reward hikers 
with more expansive views. Once you’ve completed all six, you’ve earned bragging 
rights — and a 6er patch! The 6er consists of Baker, St.Regis, Scarface, Ampersand, 
Haystack, and McKenzie.

More info: https://www.saranaclake.com/activities/outdoor/saranac-lake-6

Important Note On Group Sizes

Please note maximum group sizes for hiking and camping on state land in the 
Adirondack Park. There is a maximum group size of 15 people in the High Peaks 
(including Ampersand Mt. and Mt. Van Hoevenberg) and 20 people elsewhere 
(including the Tupper Triad and the remainder of the Saranac 6).  Any two groups 
from Massawepie (a split troop or two troops) that total more than these limits must 
be at least a mile apart. Camping group limits are 8 people in the High Peaks and 9 
people if staying elsewhere on state land off the Massawepie Property. 

https://www.tupperlake.com/recreation/tupper-lake-triad
https://www.saranaclake.com/activities/outdoor/saranac-lake-6


Massawepie Peak Weekend
Ideas for In-Camp Activities

❏ Stay at a Massawepie outpost site. 
❏ Catch a fish on Massawepie Lake or one of the camp’s ponds. * Please review NYS 

Fishing Regulations, including special Massawepie Easement regulations
❏ Set up a bear bag. 
❏ Host a staff member at your site/campfire. 
❏ Purify your own drinking water. 
❏ Build your own shelter.

❏ Sleep in it. 
❏ Practice Leave No Trace Methods and explain to a staff member how you are 

following the guidelines. 
❏ Light a fire using an alternative method (ie: not matches/lighters.) 
❏ One person use a cat hole properly. 
❏ Complete an approved site improvement project at an outpost site. (Can fulfill the 

Life rank conservation service requirement) 
❏ Upload a photo onto the MOC Facebook page #MOCpeakweekend .
❏ Navigate the property using a compass. 
❏ Cook a meal over an open fire.  
❏ Host another troop in your site. 
❏ Have one member of your troop teach one principle of LNT to the entire troop. 
❏ Have a dinner in your site. 
❏ Complete a service project approved by the Camp Ranger
❏ Find the High View USGS benchmark above Townline Pond
❏ Dig a proper sump for your wastewater.
❏  Help gather wood for the Peak Weekend campfire and bring to the campfire circle at 

Camp Pioneer.  
❏ Attend the Peak Weekend campfire.
❏ Perform a song or skit in the Peak Weekend campfire.

If you are looking for things to do while on the Massawepie property, check out this list. Be 
sure to take photos! Upload to the Massawepie Outdoor Challenge page with the 

#MSCpeakweekend. Be safe, have fun, and bring back your stories! 

\

http://www.eregulations.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/18NYFW_LR2.pdf
http://www.eregulations.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/18NYFW_LR2.pdf


Out-of-Camp Attractions
Experience all that the Adirondacks has to offer! This is just a small sampling of activities 
your troop could do outside of Massawepie. Feel free to check some out before the 
weekend, or on your next Adirondack adventure too!

❏ Wild Center: (Tupper Lake.)
❏ Adirondack Experience: (Blue Mountain Lake.)
❏ Olympic Center & Various Olympic Locations: (Lake Placid.) 
❏ John Brown’s Homestead & Grave: (North Elba)
❏ Hike Paul Smith’s “VIC trails” (Paul Smith’s)
❏ Hike to the Great Camp Santanoni: (Newcomb.)
❏ Visit the ghost town of Tahawus: (Outside of Newcomb.)
❏ Visit an area waterfall.
❏ Visit SUNY ESF’s Adirondack Interpretive Center: (Newcomb.)
❏ Visit an Adirondack fire tower; Nearest to Massawepie: Mt. Arab, and Cathedral Rock 

near Wanakena; see https://www.adk.org/play/earn-a-patch/fire-tower-challenge/ 
for more information

❏ Create your own adventure!

Massawepie Peak Weekend

https://www.adk.org/play/earn-a-patch/fire-tower-challenge/











