Unit Leader’s Youth Applicant Recommendation Form for Wilderness First Aid Training
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Youth aged 14-17, both male and female, are welcome and encouraged to participate in Wilderness First Aid training. Reasonable accommodation will be made to allow any qualified Scout to participate in this course. A unit leader must personally recommend each youth, stating that he or she is physically and emotionally prepared to effectively participate in a long and intense weekend of training. We ask for your thoughtful assessment of the youth applicant before signing off on your recommendation.
Participants will be exposed to a lot of information. The course has many activities where participation is expected by all regardless of age. Please consider the following when recommending a youth member:
· Participants will be formed into groups consisting of youth and adults.
· A lot of information will be presented throughout the weekend. There are some classroom (“lecture”) segments that last 1-2 hours.
· Group activities will require participation and input from all group members for the success of the activity.
· Youth will be expected to take on the same responsibilities and leadership roles during group activities as adults. At times during simulated emergencies, they will be directing adults and making decisions for the group.
· To receive a certificate, the participant must (1) be an active participant in all course lectures, practice sessions, and first aid scenarios; (2) satisfactorily demonstrate core skills to course staff; (3) and successfully carry out assigned roles during the scenarios.  
The following behavior traits are very important: dependability, initiative, cooperation, leadership, attitude, common sense, and communication. A strong background in basic first aid skills and adult CPR is required, since Wilderness First Aid skills build on these basics. All participants must be currently certified in CPR-AED. We also strongly suggest that youth participants achieve the First Aid Merit Badge prior to taking Wilderness First Aid. 
Please do not approve a youth participant just because they want to take the course or you think it would be good for them or the unit. Wilderness First Aid is not a more advanced first aid course for advancement. It is intended to give the participant a chance to apply and build on what he or she already knows, apply knowledge and skills in realistic situations, and apply risk management principles and techniques to plan and conduct activities in a remote or delayed care environment.
After reading the above, I recommend the above named youth for participation in Wilderness First Aid training:
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