
2018 Massawepie Merit Badge Prerequisites
Merit Badge Prerequisite Requirement

Art 6

With your parent's permission and your counselor's approval, visit a museum, art exhibit, art 
gallery, artists' co-op, or artist's workshop. Find out about the art displayed or created there. 
Discuss what you learn with your counselor.
Scout can bring a photo of himself at the museum or bring a pamphlet from the museum to camp.  
And scout can write a paragraph about or make a drawing of what he saw.

Athletics

3

Select an athletic activity to participate in for one season (or four months). Then do the following:
a. With guidance from your counselor, establish a personal training program suited to the activity 
you have chosen.
b. Organize a chart for this activity and monitor your progress during this time.
c. Explain to your counselor the equipment necessary to participate in this activity, and the 
appropriate clothing for the season and the locale.
d. At the end of the season, discuss with your counselor the progress you have made during 
training and competition and how your development has affected you mentally and physically.
Scout can bring a letter from his parent, leader, or coach stating that he has participated in a 
sport.  And Scout can bring his training program and monitoring chart to camp.

5

Complete the activities in FOUR of the following groups and show improvement over a three-
month period. (See groups in pamphlet or online).
Scout can write recordings of beginning and ending scores, times, or results and bring them to 
camp.  Or Scout can record beginning scores, times, or results at camp and complete at home.

Bird Study

5

Observe and be able to identify at least 20 species of wild birds. Prepare a field notebook, making 
a separate entry for each species, and record the following information from your field 
observations and other references.

Scout can bring his completed field notebook to camp.

6

Explain the function of a bird's song. Be able to identify five of the 20 species in your field notebook 
by song or call alone. For each of these five species enter a description of the song or call, and 
note the behavior of the bird making the sound. Note why you think the bird was making the call or 
song that you heard.
Scout can bring his completed field notebook to camp and discuss the bird songs with his 
counselor.

7

By using a public library, the Internet, or contacting the National Audubon Society, find the name 
and location of the Christmas Bird Count nearest your home and obtain the results of a recent 
count.
Scout can write a paragraph or make a poster including information about the Christmas Bird 
Count nearest to his home and bring this to camp.

8

Do ONE of the following. For the option you choose, describe what birds you hope to attract, and 
why.
a. Build a bird feeder and put it in an appropriate place in your yard or another location.
b. Build a birdbath and put it in an appropriate place.
c. Build a backyard sanctuary for birds by planting trees and shrubs for food and cover.
Scout can bring photos of his project or a letter from a parent or leader stating that he has 
completed his project to camp. 

Bugling 6
Serve as bugler in your troop for three months.

Scout can bring a letter from his leader stating that he has served as served as bugler. 

Camping

4b

Help a Scout patrol or a Webelos Scout unit in your area prepare for an actual campout, including 
creating the duty roster, menu planning, equipment needs, general planning, and setting up camp.
Scout can bring a letter from his leader stating that he has prepared a campout to camp.              
And scout can bring copies of his duty roster, menus, and equipment needs to camp.

7

Prepare for an overnight campout with your patrol: a. Make a checklist of personal and patrol gear. 
b. Pack your own gear and your share of the patrol equipment and food for proper carrying...
Scout can bring his completed gear cheklist to camp.                                                                    
And Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has properly packed his gear.

8d

Cook at least one breakfast, one lunch, and one dinner for your patrol from the meals you have 
planned for requirement 8c. At least one of those meals must be a trail meal requiring the use of a 
lightweight stove.
Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has prepared a meal or bring 
photos of the meal.



Camping 9

a. Camp a total of at least 20 days and 20 nights.* Sleep each night under the sky or in a tent you 
have pitched. The 20 days and 20 nights must be at a designated Scouting activity or event. You 
may use a week of long-term camp toward this requirement. If the camp provides a tent that has 
already been pitched, you need not pitch your own tent.
b. On any of these camping experiences, you must do TWO of the following, only with proper 
preparation and under qualified supervision:
1. Hike up a mountain, gaining at least 1,000 vertical feet.
2. Backpack, snowshoe, or cross-country ski for at least 4 miles.
3. Take a bike trip of at least 15 miles or at least four hours.
4. Take a nonmotorized trip on the water of at least four hours or 5 miles.
5. Plan and carry out an overnight snow camping experience.
6. Rappel down a rappel route of 30 feet or more.
c. Perform a conservation project approved by the landowner or land managing agency.
Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has camped for 20 days and 20 
nights.  And scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has completed two of 
the optional requirements while camping.

Collections All
Scout must have a developed collection, excluding coins or stamps.

Scout can bring his actual collection or photos of his collection to camp.

Cooking

4

Cooking at home. Using the MyPlate food guide or the current USDA nutrition model, plan a menu 
for three full days of meals (three breakfasts, three lunches, and three dinners) plus one dessert...
Then do the following:
a. Create a shopping list for your meals...
b. Share and discuss your meal plan and shopping list with your counselor.
c. Using at least five of the 10 cooking methods from requirement 3, prepare and serve yourself 
and at least one adult one breakfast, one lunch, one dinner, and one dessert from the meals you 
planned.
d. Time your cooking to have each meal ready to serve at the proper time...
e. After each meal, ask a person you served to evaluate the meal on presentation and taste, then 
evaluate your own meal...
Scout can bring a letter from his parent or leader stating that he has planned, cooked, and 
received evaluation of his meals.  And scout can bring in a copy of his menus, shopping lists, and 
equipment lists. 

5

Camp cooking. Do the following:
a. Using the MyPlate food guide or the current USDA nutrition model, plan a menu for your patrol...
for a camping trip...
b. Create a shopping list for your meals...
c. Share and discuss your meal plan and shopping list with your counselor.
d. In the outdoors, using your menu plan for this requirement, cook two of the five meals you 
planned...
e. In the outdoors, prepare a dessert OR a snack and serve it to your patrol...
f. After each meal, have those you served evaluate the meal on presentation and taste, and then 
evaluate your own meal...
g. Explain to your counselor how you cleaned the equipment, utensils, and the cooking site 
thoroughly after each meal...
h. Discuss how you followed the Outdoor Code and no-trace principles when preparing your meals
Scout can bring a letter from his leader stating that he has planned, cooked, and received 
evaluation of his meals.  And scout can bring in a copy of his menus, shopping lists, and 
equipment lists. And scout can write a paragraph about how he cleaned his equipment following 
outdoor ethics principles. 

6

Trail and backpacking meals. Do the following:
a. Using the MyPlate food guide or the current USDA nutrition model, plan a menu for trail hiking 
or backpacking that includes one breakfast, one lunch, one dinner, and one snack...
b. Create a shopping list for your meals...
c. Share and discuss your meal plan and shopping list with your counselor...
d. While on a trail hike or backpacking trip, prepare and serve two meals and a snack from the 
menu planned for this requirement...
e. After each meal, have those you served evaluate the meal on presentation and taste, then 
evaluate your own meal...
f. Discuss how you followed the Outdoor Code and no-trace principles during your outing...
Scout can bring a letter from his leader stating that he has planned, cooked, and received 
evaluation of his meals.  And scout can bring in a copy of his menus, shopping lists, and 
equipment lists. And scout can write a paragraph about how he followed outdoor ethics 
principles. 



Emergency 
Preparedness

1
Earn the First Aid merit badge.

Scout can bring a letter stating that he has earned First Aid or be concurrently enrolled in First Aid 
at camp.

7

Do the following: a. Take part in an emergency service project, either a real one or a practice drill, 
with a Scouting unit or a community agency. b. Prepare a written plan for mobilizing your troop 
when needed to do emergency service. If there is already a plan, explain it. Tell your part in 
making it work.
Scout can bring a letter stating that he has taken part in an emergency drill and share his 
experiences with his counselor.  Scout can bring a written plan or a copy of the troop's plan to 
camp.

8b

Prepare a personal emergency service pack for a mobilization call. Prepare a family kit (suitcase 
or waterproof box) for use by your family in case an emergency evacuation is needed. Explain the 
needs and uses of the contents.

Scout can bring his actual service pack or a photo of it to camp.

First Aid

1

Satisfy your counselor that you have current knowledge of all first aid requirements for Tenderfoot 
rank, Second Class rank, and First Class rank.
Scout can bring a note from his Scoutmaster stating that he has completed these rank 
requirements or the Scoutmaster may discuss this with the counselor at camp.

2d
Prepare a first aid kit for your home. Display and discuss its contents with your counselor.

Scout can bring his actual kit to camp, or he may take photos of the kit and bring it to camp.

Fishing 9

Catch at least one fish and identify it. If regulations and health concerns permit, clean and cook a 
fish you have caught. Otherwise, acquire a fish and cook it.
Scout can take photo of the fish when caught and when cooked, or bring a letter from his leader 
or parent stating that he has caught and cooked a fish.

Geocaching

7

With your parent’s permission, go to www.Geocaching.com. Type in your zip code to locate public 
geocaches in your area. Share the posted information about three of those geocaches with your 
counselor. Then, pick one of the three and find the cache.
Scout can bring to camp a print-out of three geocaches.  And scout can bring to camp a letter 
stating that he has found the cache or photos of his finding the cache.

8c

Set up and hide a public geocache, following the guidelines in the Geocaching merit badge 
pamphlet. Before doing so, share with your counselor a six-month maintenance plan for the 
geocache where you are personally responsible for the first three months. After setting up the 
geocache, with your parent’s permission, follow the logs online for 30 days and share them with 
your counselor.
Scout can bring to camp a letter stating or photos showing that he has set up a geocache.  And 
scout can bring his maintenance plan to camp.  And scout can report on the logs online for the 
30 day period. 

Hiking

4

Take the five following hikes, each on a different day, and each of continuous miles. These hikes 
MUST be taken in the following order:
One 5-mile hike
Three 10-mile hikes
One 15-mile hike

Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has completed the five hikes.

5

Take a hike of 20 continuous miles in one day following a hike plan you have prepared. You may 
stop for as many short rest periods as needed, as well as one meal, but not for an extended period 
(example: overnight).

Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has completed a 20 mile hike. 

6

After each of the hikes (or during each hike if on one continuous "trek") in requirements 4 and 5, 
write a short reflection of your experience. Give dates and descriptions of routes covered, the 
weather, and any interesting things you saw. It may include something you learned about yourself, 
about the outdoors, or about others you were hiking with. Share this with your merit badge 
counselor.

Scout can bring to camp his written reflections.  

 

Lifesaving 1a

Complete Second Class rank requirements 5a through 5d and First Class rank requirements 6a, 
6b, and 6e.



Lifesaving 1a
Scout can bring a to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has completed the Second and 
First Class requirements.

Personal Fitness

1

Do the following:
a. Before completing requirements 2 through 9, have your health-care practitioner give you a 
physical examination, using the Scout medical examination form. Describe the examination...
b. Have a dental examination. Get a statement saying that your teeth have been checked and 
cared for. Tell how to care for your teeth.
Scout can bring to camp a letter from his parent stating that he has had a physical and dental 
examination.

6

Before doing requirements 7 and 8, complete the aerobic fitness, flexibility, and muscular strength 
tests along with the body composition evaluation as described in the Personal Fitness merit badge 
pamphlet. Record your results and identify those areas where you feel you need to improve.

Scout can complete and record information about the tests and bring a copy to camp.

7

Outline a comprehensive 12-week physical fitness program using the results of your fitness tests. 
Be sure your program incorporates the endurance, intensity, and warm-up guidelines discussed in 
the Personal Fitness merit badge pamphlet. Before beginning your exercises, have the program 
approved by your counselor and parents.

Scout can bring his fitness plan with parent signature to camp.

8

Complete the physical fitness program you outlined in requirement 7. Keep a log of your fitness 
program activity... Repeat the aerobic fitness, muscular strength, and flexibility tests every two 
weeks and record your results. After the 12th week, repeat all of the required activities in each of 
the three test categories, record your results, and show improvement in each one...

Scout can bring his completed fitness plan with parent signature to camp.

Photo-Journalism 2a

1. All on the same day, read a local newspaper, a national newspaper, a newsmagazine, and (with 
your parent’s permission) an online news source. From each source, clip, read, and compare a 
story about the same event. Tell your counselor how long each story is and how fair and accurate 
the stories are in presenting different points of view. Tell how each source handled the story 
differently, depending on its purpose or audience 2. Visit a newspaper or magazine office Ask for a 
tour of the various divisions, (editorial, business, and printing). During your tour, talk to an 
executive from the business side about management’s relations with reporters, editors, and 
photographers and what makes a “good” newspaper or magazine.
Scout can bring the articles he read to camp and discuss them with counselor. And scout can 
write a paragraph about or bring photos of his visit to camp and discuss what he saw with his 
counselor.

Pioneering 2a

Successfully complete Tenderfoot requirements 4a and 4b and First Class requirements 7a, 7b, 
and 8a.
Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader stating that he has completed the Tenderfoot and 
First Class requirements.

Reptile & 
Amphibian 8

Do ONE of the following:  a. Maintain one or more reptiles or amphibians for at least a month...  b. 
Choose a reptile or amphibian that you can observe...study the specimen weekly for a period of 
three months.  
Scout can bring to camp a log of information stated in requirement about the reptaile or amphibian 
he has maintained. Or scout can bring to camp a photo of or pamphlet from the exhibit he has 
visited and can discuss what he saw with his counselor. 

Scouting Heritage

4

Do ONE of the following:
a. Attend either a BSA national jamboree, OR world Scout jamboree, OR a national BSA high-
adventure base...
b. Write or visit the National Scouting Museum in Irving, Texas...
c. Visit an exhibit of Scouting memorabilia or a local museum with a Scouting history gallery, or 
(with your parent's permission and counselor's approval) visit with someone in your council who is 
recognized as a dedicated Scouting historian or memorabilia collector...
Scout can bring to camp photos showing or a letter stating that he has visited one of these places 
and discuss what he saw with his counselor. 



Scouting Heritage

6

Make a collection of some of your personal patches and other Scouting memorabilia. With their 
permission, you may include items borrowed from family members or friends who have been in 
Scouting in the past, or you may include photographs of these items. Show this collection to your 
counselor, and share what you have learned about items in the collection.

Scout can bring his collection to camp or bring photos of his collection to camp.

Sports

4

Take part for one season (or four months) as a competitive individual or as a member of an 
organized team in TWO of the following sports: baseball, basketball, bowling, cross-country, field 
hockey, football, ice hockey, lacrosse, soccer, softball, table tennis, tennis, volleyball, water polo. 
Your counselor may approve in advance other recognized sports, but not any sport that is 
restricted and not authorized by the Boy Scouts of America.
Scouts can bring to camp a letter from his parent, leader, or coach stating that he has participated 
in two sports for one season each.

5

With guidance from your counselor, establish a personal training program suited to the activities 
you chose for requirement 4...
Scout can bring to camp his completed program and charted progress and discuss his 
experiences with his counselor.

Theater 3

Do THREE of the seven activities as outlined in the pamphlet or online.
Scout can bring to camp a letter from his leader or parent stating this he has participated in any 
three of the activities.  Or scout can bring to camp photos showing that he has participated in any 
three of the activities. 

Wilderness 
Survival 5

Put together a personal survival kit and explain how each item in it could be useful

Scout can bring his actual kit to camp, or he may take photos of the kit and bring them to camp.

Special Considerations
Merit Badge(s) Special Considerations

Basketry, Leatherwork, Space 
Exploration, Woodcarving

Additional Costs:  These merit badges require a project kit to be purchased at the Trading Post.  
Kits range in price from $10-$20 for each badge.  Scouts must bring money to class on Monday.

BSA Lifeguard, Canoeing, 
Kayaking, Lifesaving, Small Boat 

Sailing, Swimming

BSA Swim Test: These merit badges require the successful completion of the BSA Swim Test at 
camp on Sunday afternoon or Monday before class.

Various

Minimum Age:  These merit badges and classes have minimum age requirements.                                                 
12 or older: Rifle Shooting, Shotgun Shooting.  13 or older: Climbing, Cycling, Environmental 
Science, Emergency Preparedness, Lifesaving, Personal Fitness, Small Boat Sailing.                    
14 or older: COPE, Mountain Fox.  15 or older:  BSA Lifeguard.

Bird Study, Bugling, Chess, Fishing, 
Geocaching, Hiking, Snorkling, 

Sustainability

Open Program:  These merit badges and classes are unscheduled.  They must be completed 
with a counselor during afternoon or evening program. Arrangements can be made Sunday 
evening or throughout the day Monday

Wilderness Survival Outside Class Work:  Scouts in Wilderness Survival merit badge will independently build and 
spend one night in a shelter in or near their units' campsites.

Athletics, Personal Fitness, Sports Proper Footwear:  These merit badges require scouts to bring proper footwear to class (running 
shoes, sneakers, etc.).

Astronomy, Climbing, Cycling Weather Dependent:  The completion of these merit badges is weather dependent.

Various

Requirement Updates and Abridging:  The above requirements reflect the most recent version 
of requirements at the time of publication (Winter 2016-17).  Please refer to BSA Merit Badge 
Pamphlets, www.meritbadge.org, or SWC communications for any changes or revisions. Some 
requirements have been abridged in this document, please consider the full, offical wording of the 
requirement while preparing pre-requisite materials.


