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Scouts of all ages are invited to participate in the Memorial Day Good Turn.  Check-in for the Jefferson Barracks Good Turn, hosted by the Gravois Trail District, runs from 11:30 a.m. – 12:15 a.m. in front of Beasley Elementary School at the south side of the cemetery. The procession from Beasley Elementary to the Flag Ceremony will begin at 12:30 p.m.  Upon check-in, the unit will receive a unit participation ribbon. A Memorial Day Good Turn patch will be available for $4: segment patch is $1.

Here’s some important information to know before you go:

· Units should arrive as close to 11:30 as possible.
· Scouts and Scouters should be in full field uniform.
· Plan to hike
· Bring plenty of water for you and your scouts.
· Event is held Rain or Shine
· Bring rain gear, hats and sunscreen
· NO parking in the cemetery
· One leader should register & be main contact on the day of the event
· REMEMBER the Scout Law and the Purpose of the Day. We are guest at
Beasley Elementary and Jefferson Barracks Cemetery.


ABOUT MEMORIAL DAY GOOD TURN

2018 Memorial Day Good Turn Photo Gallery

For more than six decades, approximately 5,000 Scouts have gathered at Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery prior to Memorial Day to decorate each of the ______ graves with an American Flag.  The tradition, in its 70th year in 2019, is one of the longest running Memorial Day events within the Scouts of America.

The public is welcome to attend the event. Scouts from across the council assemble at Beasley Elementary School and march into the cemetery where they proceed to the main flagpole for an assembly and ceremony honoring our fallen soldiers. A surprise guest speaker addresses the crowd.

Scouts honor those who served our country by raising the American Flag and lowering it to half-mast as Scout buglers play “Taps”. Scouts who earned the rank of Eagle Scout – the highest rank in Scouting- during the past year serve as color guard.  Scouts and leaders decorate each grave in the cemetery with a small American Flag.

It takes approximately two hours to for the Scouts complete the Good Turn and place over 200,000 flags provided by the cemetery.

In 1866, Jefferson Barracks was established as a National cemetery and today is one of the oldest interment sites of the National Cemetery Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs. 

