
 
 
 

Greetings! 
 
 
By Receipt of this mail, you or your son or daughter was recently elected for induction 
into the Boy Scout’s National Honor Society (The Order of the Arrow)! Congratulations 
for being selected from many others, for this honor. 
 
You Have Been Called Out 
 
Keep in mind that this letter only means you or your son or daughter have been “called 
out” for membership, you must first meet and work your “Ordeal” to become a member. 
If you wish to know more about the Order of the Arrow, here is a (link). 
 
Your Ordeal 
 
You may have heard various things about the OA but let me provide some basic 
information about your Ordeal. The Induction ceremony (called the Ordeal), is the first 
step toward full membership and privileges. During the experience, candidates maintain 
silence, receive small amounts of food, work on camp improvement projects, and are 
required to sleep alone (Friday night only) apart from other campers. The Entire 
experience is designed to teach significant values and prepare your thoughts for the 
purpose and life in the OA. If you have specific food allergies, make sure you notify the 
person at registration and your Elangomat in your group. The “Elangomat” means 
“Friend” and he will be your guide during your ordeal and will help you with any 
concerns. 
 

The Three Ordeal Weekends  
 
Candidates for membership in the Order of the Arrow must complete an ordeal and 
must be inducted into the order by the Lodge that serves the in which the candidates 
unit is chartered. If you do not complete your ordeal during one of the following three 
opportunities, you must be re-selected next year to maintain your eligibility for 
membership. Go to Kishahtek.org to register for any of the three ordeal weekends. The 
Spring Ordeal is at Camp Rota-Kiwan on May 17-19. The Summer Ordeal is at Camp 
Munhacke on June 7-9. The Fall Ordeal is at Camp Rota-Kiwan on September 20-22. 
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Check-In 
 
The Check in time frame for each event will be listed on the registration page, please try 
to arrive on time as to not delay the program and ceremonies Friday night. 

● Please remember to make sure you show up in work clothes (like for doing 
outside work, please don’t show up in a suite). Leave your class A in your pack. 

● Bring your ARROW – At the end of this letter will be an illustration of a 
sample arrow that you need to bring (It helps us identify you). 

● Bring some money if you wish to purchase some items from the trading post we 
have at each of our events. If you were not able to register online, we do 
accept walk-in registrations just bring $5 more than the listed price. 

● We suggest eating a large meal on Friday before arriving at camp. 
● You will need transportation. Unlike troop events, OA members must find their 

own transportation. 
 
Medical Paperwork 
 
Keep your Medical paperwork for check in on Friday night. Do not pack it in your gear, 
as your gear may be stowed in your vehicle trunk or trailer depending on how you get to 
the event. You will need this immediately upon arrival at camp and it’s much easier to 
have it in your pocket or personal day pack. 
 
BSA Health and Medical forms are required for Ordeal/Fellowship Weekends! 
Parts A and B of the BSA Annual Health and Medical Form are to be completed and 
brought to all O.A. events not exceeding 72 consecutive hours. 
 
Part A: Medical information required includes a current health history and list of 
medications. No physical examination by a physician is required unless the event is 
more than three days. 
 
Part B: Includes the parental informed consent and hold harmless/release agreement 
as well as a talent release statement. This form is to be filled out by participants and 
parents or guardians and kept on file for easy reference. 
 
(Please notify those in charge of check-in Friday night if you have prescribed 
medications/allergies) 
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Order of the Arrow Event Packing List 
 
Below will be a list of items we recommend you bring to the Ordeal. Keep in mind that 
these items will not be needed at all events. 
Backpack for carrying 
your gear 

Registration fee (If you 
didn’t register online) 

Medications (Inform those 
working check-in of these) 

Pillow Sleeping Bag BSA Health and Medical Forms B 
& A 

Ground Cloth Wet Weather Gear Scout Uniform 
Basic Toiletries/towel 
(for showers on 
Saturday night) 

Pocket 
knife 

Water 
Bottle 

Work Clothes Including gloves 
and a hat with a bill or brim (Some 
work projects will involve painting, 
so bring old work clothes you 
don’t mind getting paint on) 

Drinking 
cup 

Insect 
Repella
nt 

sunscreen Work 
Flashlight Gloves 

 
Other items for the remainder of the weekend: 

● Spending money for the Trading Post (OA items available to members) 
● Tent (to sleep in Saturday night) and other clothing appropriate for the weather 

 

Electronics 
 
Cell phones are prohibited from the beginning of the ordeal ceremony until after your 
ceremony Saturday night. You can bring them, but they must be turned off during your 
Ordeal. Signal coverage is spotty in camp, and it's best to save your battery for 
important calls. 
 
Property Identification & Gear 
 
Remember, most scouting apparel looks pretty much the same. Label all clothing and 
items with something so that it will get back to you if lost. Scouters generally go to 
extreme measures to return lost property, but only if you make it easy. If you do lose 
something, check the Dining Hall for lost and found. You should also mention it to your 
Elangomat. 
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After check-in you will be asked to go to your campsite and set up your tent (to sleep in 
Saturday night). Your gear that you do not take with you Friday night can be left in your 
tent. There will be people in the campsite while you are not, but do not leave valuables, 
money, or required medicines in your gear. It would be good to bring with you a pair of 
work gloves with your name written on or in each glove. 
 
 
 
Friday Night Food/apparel/shelter 
 
Remember, you may not bring food or candy with you Friday night. We recommend you 
pack two bags, one for Friday night and another for Saturday night. Know that if 
dangerous or heavy storms come through Friday night, you will be moved to a shelter. 
 
You need to have your Friday gear light and portable and ready. You can roll your gear 
tightly into your tarp and secure it all with a light rope that you can throw over your 
shoulder. You need to be able to carry your Friday gear several miles in your hands or 
hanging from your shoulder. 
 
Be prepared to shield yourself from mild rain or heavy dew, overnight with a tarp. You 
will most likely be placed in a camping location along a secured roadway. The ground 
will not be soft, so a ground pad can help you get some sleep. 
 
Again, your Friday pack should be minimal, light and able to be worn over your 
shoulder. A small bottle of personal sized insect repellent would also be advisable. If 
you have medicines you must take, make sure you have those with you in a tight zip 
lock baggie. Make sure you also keep all your money with you or locked in your vehicle. 
Cell phones and other electronics should be turned off and only used in case of 
personal emergency situations. Please do not use radios or MP3 players during your 
Ordeal. 
 
I look forward to welcoming you into the Order of the Arrow! 
 
 
 

Joshua Coleman 
Lodge Chief 
Kishahtek Lodge 
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