
Instructions for Ten Commandments Hike 
Oct. 11, 2014, Indianapolis, IN 
Crossroads of America Council 

 
 This is the first council wide Ten Commandments Hike held in 
Crossroads of America Council (CAC).  It is one of the projects of the 
council’s Chaplain Corps.  This is a special event that will not be held 
annually.  
 
 The Ten Commandments are the foundation of the legal system of Western Civilization, and 
have influenced the development of a high moral ethic throughout society.  They have had a direct 
impact on the ideals of Scouting. 
 
A few notes: 
 

 Groups:  Your unit will be combined with other units, in groups of about 250.  Once the first 3 
registration slots have filled up on the online registration system, we will open up additional 
time slots, with a group leaving every 25 minutes.  Registration is open to any BSA unit in the 
Crossroads of America Council throughout August.  In September, non-Crossroads of America 
Council Boy Scout units, Girl Scout units and American Heritage Girls are welcome to sign up. 

 

 Numbering:  There are two different ways to number the Ten Commandments followed by 
different churches and synagogues.  This year we are using one system.  The next time the 
Chaplain Corps sponsors a TC Hike we will use the other system. 

 

 Check-In:  Arrive 30 minutes before your scheduled time.  Send a representative to the Tyndall 
Armory for Check-In.  [711 N Pennsylvania St., across the street from the back side of the closed 
American Legion Headquarters on the East side of the grassy mall].  There is a $5 fee per hiker.  
Scouts, grouped by unit, should gather on the grassy mall south of the Central Library.  Register 
in advance at www.scoutingevent.com?2014TCHike.  

 

 Keep moving:  The timing of this hike is very complicated.  Each group will need to keep moving 
between locations.  When you arrive at a site you need to move in quickly, settle down, and be 
prepared to move out.  Leaders are responsible for their own Scouts.  We anticipate a large 
number of hikers—perhaps 750—and without your help the schedule will get backed up and we 
will have a genuine mess.  Each group will have a guide who will lead you along the route.  
Follow their instructions.  

 

 Weather:  The hike will proceed rain or shine.  Be Prepared. 
 

 Restrooms:  Portable toilets will be centrally located at our lunch site which is centrally located 
near the check-in area and location of closing ceremony.  Although all of the buildings visited 
have bathrooms, they will not be able to accommodate many hikers in the time frame allotted.  
You will only be at each location for about 20 minutes. 

 
  

http://www.scoutingevent.com/?2014TCHike


 Teaching Sites: Half of the teaching sites are churches.  They will have services the next day.  
These pastors appreciate it if you will leave the building in good shape.  Be respectful of all the 
buildings you will enter.  All hikers need to remain quiet during the short presentations.  There 
will be volunteers at each location providing directions for traffic flow.  Please be quiet as you 
enter the buildings, since the group ahead of you may not be finished.   

 

 Lunch: Bring a day pack with your lunch and water.  We will be practicing “Leave No Trace” so 
whatever you bring with you will remain with you.  There will be no trash cans or water source.  
There are parking spots near the lunch site, and you can place lunches, extra drinks, and coolers 
in a car.  Please park only one vehicle per unit near the lunch site, so that other units can also 
park a car with their unit supplies.  The safer plan is to carry your lunch and drinks with you.  If 
your unit has a later start time you will not reach the lunch site until past the normal lunch hour.  
The first group will arrive about 1:00, if there is a 6th group it will not arrive until about 2:45.  
Sorry, but this cannot be helped.  Feel free to eat while you walk, but keep your trash with you.  
The longest leg will be between Commandments #4 and #5.  Do not eat in the buildings you will 
enter.   

 

 Uniforms: Field Uniform (Class A) or Scout Activity shirt (Class B) is expected. 
 

 Camping: If you wish to camp overnight at Camp Belzer contact Kathy Thomas at the CAC office.  
317-813-7096 or kthomas@crossroadsbsa.org.   Camping fees for in-council units are $10 per 
unit. For out of council units it is $10 plus $1 per person per day.   Camp Belzer is 13 miles from 
the hike location [via I-465 and I-70].  You can learn more about Camp Belzer at;  
http://www.crossroadsbsa.org/Related/Facilities/Camp%20Belzer.aspx  

 

 Parking:  We will provide a map showing downtown parking options.  Stay tuned. 
 

 Requirements: The hike can fulfill a number of requirements. 
o Wolf 

 Requirement #10 / Family Fun: Bring your family and complete requirement 
#10c 

 Requirement #11 / Duty to God:  #11a, b, & c. 
o Bear  

 Requirement #12 / Family Outdoor Adventure: #12b, d, & e 
 [Also part of Cub Scouting’s Leave No Trace Award] 

o Webelos 
 Requirement #8 / Faith: #8a, once you complete 8e the scout can then complete 

a, b, & c. 
o Tenderfoot 

 Requirement #5 / Explain the rules of safe hiking. 
 Requirement #9 / Explain the importance of the buddy system 

o Second Class 
 Requirement #1b / Five mile hike: if the scout uses a compass and map during 

the hike. 
 
  

http://www.crossroadsbsa.org/Related/Facilities/Camp%20Belzer.aspx


 Media:  We anticipate having media coverage.  Be good representatives of Scouting.   
 

 Closing Ceremony:  This will be held at the Indiana War Memorial.  The first group will arrive 
about 3:00, with a new group arriving every 25 minute.  If there is a 6th group, it will arrive about 
4:30.  Each group will receive their awards when they arrive. 
 

 Community Partners: We are grateful to have several local organizations that are helping with 
the hike. 

o Cornerstone Riders [Christian Motorcyclists Association] 
o Indiana Landmarks Commission 
o Indiana National Guard 
o Indiana War Memorial Commission 
o Indianapolis Police Department 
o Others to be named later 

 
If you have any questions feel free to contact Hikemaster Dave Soucie at davesoucie@hotmail.com.  

mailto:davesoucie@hotmail.com

