
Baden-Powell in the Local Papers

Libertyville Independent 2/9/1912 – p. 9

Lt. Gen. Sir Robert Baden-Powell, hero of the siege of Mafeking and founder of the Boy Scout movement, reviews Chicago Boy Scouts and speaks at Orchestra Hall.

Highland Park Press 5/6/1926 – p. 1; Wilmette Life 5/7/1926 – p. 12; Glencoe News 5/8/1926 – p. 12, 5/15/1926 – p. 3; Winnetka Talk 5/8/1926 – p. 30, 5/15/1926 – p. 18
Sir Robert S.S. Baden-Powell reviews parade of 10,000 Chicago area Boy Scouts after getting the first Silver Buffalo from the National Council in Washington, D.C., presents 70 Eagle Scout awards to local Scouts.

Wilmette Life 2/8/1929 – p. 23; Glencoe News 2/9/1929 – p. 21: Winnetka Talk 2/9/1929 – p. 25
Leader of All Scouts in Message to Patrol Leaders


I always considered the patrol the important body in the Scout movement.  I want you patrol leaders to go on and train your patrols in future entirely yourselves, because it is possible for you to get hold of each boy in your patrol and make a good fellow of him.  It is no use having one or two brilliant boys and the rest no good at all.  The most important step to this is your own example, because what you do yourselves your Scouts will do also.  Show them that they can obey orders, spoken or written, and that you carry them out whether your Scoutmaster is present or not.  Show them that you can get badges for proficiency in different handicrafts and your boys will, with very little persuasion, follow your lead.  But remember that you must give them the lead and not the push.

Libertyville Independent 4/3/1930 – p. 9; Wilmette Life 4/4/1930 – p. 40; Glencoe News 4/5/1930 – p. 34; Winnetka Talk 4/5/1930 – p. 40

Boosts Sea Scouting


I have a special affection for Sea Scouting because so much of my own boyhood was spent in that kind of recreation.  The things I learned as a sea boy have remained with me and helped me as a man in all my after life, although it was spent mainly on the land as a soldier.  So I have the hope that every one of you who takes up Sea Scouting, if you will do your best as a Scout to learn all you can of seamanship, will find that its teachings and experiences are really helpful to you, whatever line of life you may afterwards take up.  You will find that besides gaining health and strength, besides learning knotting, boatmanagement, navigation and swimming, etc., you will gain a mastery over the elements of wind and sea, and you harness them to your purposes rather than submit to be carried about by them and at their mercy.  You learn to face the risks and dangers, you learn the value of quick and ready discipline of sea work, you learn the traditions of seamen and the habit of Being Prepared to lend a hand to others in an emergency without thinking of your own safety.  In other words, Sea Scouting makes a boy into a man more quickly than any other process that I know of.
Chief Scout Executive James E. West Comes to Ravinia for Mother’s Day

Highland Park Press 5/7/1931 – p. 8, 5/14/1931 – p. 5, 5/21/1931 – p. 5; Wilmette Life 5/7/1931 – p. 8, 5/14/1931 – p. 44, 6/5/1931 – p. 44; Winnetka Talk 5/7/1931 – p. 23, 5/14/1931 – p. 44; Glencoe News 5/9/1931 – p. 48, 5/15/1931 – p. 40, 6/5/1931 – p. 40

Chief Scout Executive James E. West attended “Youth’s Tribute to Mothers” on May 10, 1931, a program sponsored by the North Shore Area Council at which 3,000 North Shore Boy Scouts, Cubs, Sea Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and Girl Reserves were to pass in review before a crowd of 6,000 at the Ravinia Opera Park grandstand.  However, a rainstorm held the attendance down to 4,000.  West presented the Life Saving Medal to the mother of John H. Brumbaugh of Wilmette Troop 3, who lost his life saving the life of a fellow Scout.  West declared, “Everything was fine except the weather.  The Scouts of the north shore are dandy – especially the Cubs.”  

The Boy Scouts, Cubs, and Sea Scouts each presented their mothers with pins of their ranks at the close of the program and the girls presented flowers to their mothers.  Also in attendance were Lord Hampton, Chief Scout Commissioner of Great Britain, who pronounced the review a “jolly good show,” Region 7 Scout Executive Walter M. Kiplinger, National Sea Scout Commodore Howard F. Gillette, and the Council’s Cub committee chair, Dr. C.V. Nichols of Ravinia, who stated, “it was the greatest tribute to mothers ever made on the north shore.  The Cubs are one of the most up and coming organizations in the world.”  Sea Scout Arthur Gourley of Lake Forest Sea Scout Ship 62 presented a framed picture of the Council’s schooner “Albatross” to Gillette.
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North Shore Area Council Scout Executive Walter McPeek

Tells the Story of William D. Boyce
Wilmette Life 8/10/1928 – p. 32; Glencoe News 8/11/1928 – p. 28; Winnetka Talk 8/11/1928 – p. 34

The Scout program, available for the use of local institutions under the leadership of their own men and their own boys, grew out of a boy’s dream of romance and yearning for adventure.

Sir Robert Baden-Powell, as a boy, must have yearned for the companionship of men in making possible some of the dreams of his boy world.  He probably longed for a better chance to learn of the lore of the woods.  He probably often wished for the chance to cook his own dinner over a wood fire.

When he became a man, Sir Robert found it possible to give to other boys what he had longed for.  And the program of Scouting came into being

A Stranger in London

All day long London had been in the grip of a dense, heavy fog.  Traffic crept cautiously and slowly.  Street lights had been ordered on by the police before noon, and night was coming on.  Danger lurked on very hand, because “going” was difficult even for the native.

William D. Boyce, Chicago publisher and traveler, was seeking a difficult address in London.  A boy approached him and asked, “May I be of service to you?”  Mr. Boyce told him where he wanted to go and the boy saluted and said, “Come with me, sir,” and forthwith led him to the desired spot.  Like the typical American tourist, Mr. Boyce reached in his pocket and offered the boy a shilling.  The boy promptly replied, “No, sir, I am a Scout. Scouts do not accept tips for courtesies.”  The man in surprise remarked, “What did you say?”  The Scout repeated and then added, “Don’t you know about the Scouts?”  Mr. Boyce said, “Tell me about them.”  The boy did and added, “their office is very near, sir; I’ll be glad to show you the way.”

Mr. Boyce had to complete his errand first.  The lad waited, however, and then led him to the office of Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of the British Boy Scout association, where information about the Scout movement was gladly given.  Mr. Boyce was tremendously impressed and, gathering all available information, brought it back to the United States.

On February 8 of the next year, Mr. Boyce and others interested in boys and citizenship, formally incorporated The Boys Scouts of America.  This day is observed each year as the birthday of Scouting in the United States.

This “Good Turn” to a stranger brought Scouting to the United States (1909), and to millions of American boys.
Waukegan Scout George Fisher at First World Jamboree
Libertyville Independent 9/16/1920 – p. 2
At a mass meeting of 142 Boy Scouts and 12 adults at the Waukegan Armory in September 1920, Waukegan Troop 10 Tenderfoot Scout George Fisher reported on his trip to the First World Jamboree in London.  The U.S. contingent of 300 Scouts came from 34 states.  There were 14 Tenderfeet, 10 Second Class and the rest were all Life or Eagle Scouts. He was chagrined to be among Scouts with 49 to 50 merit badges and urged the Waukegan Scouts to work for more merit badges and pass First Class tests.  The contingent camped at Ft. Hamilton in New York for six days before leaving for England, landing at Southampton 10 days later on July 16 and camping at a YMCA camp overnight.  They saw Stratford on Avon, Warwick Castle, Windsor Castle, Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London and other sights before arriving at Olympia.

Thirty-two countries were represented, comprising 44,000 Boy Scouts and 10,000 Wolf Cubs aged 9 to 12.  The Scouts aged 18 and up were Rover Scouts.  The U.S. delegation won five first places, for Indian Display, Scenic Display, Voice, pep drill, and a pageant, “A Day in Camp.”  Sir Robert Baden-Powell presented them with English troop flags.  The U.S. group left for Dover on August 9 for Calais, Boulogne, and then Paris for four days.  They saw Notre Dame Cathedral, the Pantheon, the Eiffel Tower, and other sights.  They left for Chateau Thiery on August 13 and saw several battlefields, sleeping in the French barracks at Soissons. They left for Brussels on August 15 and saw the Olympic Games, where R.A. Landon won the high jump with a jump of 6’ 5-1/2.”

After traveling through Holland, the group arrived at St. Nazaire in France, where the Scouts loaded 1,280 bodies of American soldiers and 600 bodies of American Marines for the trip to New York.  They left on August 25 and arrived nineteen days later, on September 4, being delayed by storms. The Scouts marched down Fifth Avenue from National Headquarters to a banquet at the Commodore Hotel [now the Grand Hyatt]. Scout Fisher left for Chicago on September 5 and was home in Waukegan at 9:30 pm that day.  After the Scouts heard Fisher’s report, they were urged to participate in the Boy Scout Circus.
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AT THE WAUKEGAN ARMORY

Friday 8P. M. and Saturday 3 and 8 P. M.

IT IS POSITIVELY DIFFERENT

Here are a Few of the Fourteen Stupendous Displays---

Indian War Dance in Costume  Fire Made by Friction, Indian Fashion
7 Three Teams of Eight Boys Over Ten Foof Wall in Thirty to Forty-five Seconds
Forty Foot Auto Bridge Built in Fifteen Minutes
Over 100 Clown Stunts From the Biggest Shows in New York and Chicago

NO INTERMISSSIONS
Not a Dull Moment in the Program

General Admission, 35-50c Reserved Seats, 25¢

YOU WILL NEVER REGRET TAKING A DAY OFF TO SEE IT





Daniel Carter Beard in the Local Papers
Highland Park Press, Aug. 30, 1928 – 2:3; Wilmette Life, Sept. 7, 1928 – 30; Highland Park Press, Nov. 15, 1928 – 8 
Interest in the North Shore Area Council’s new summer camp property in northern Wisconsin in 1928 was stoked by a contest to name it, with names like Camp Fallen Arches and Camp Muddy Neck being touted along with proposed names Camp No-Sho-Bo-Sco, Camp Whippoorwill, and Camp Clear Water.  In November 1928, it was announced that after ballots from 1,000 North Shore Boy Scouts were tabulated, “Ma-Ka-Ja-Wan,” the Menominee word for Spring Lake, suggested by Scout James R. Goetz, Jr. of Winnetka Troop 15 after a trip to the site with his father, won by a 4 to 1 margin over runnerup names Camp White Eagle and Camp Tamarack.

During the contest, Dan Carter Beard, “perhaps the greatest hero of Boy land in America today,” also chimed in, suggesting the name of artist George Catlin in a letter to Scout Executive Walter McPeek, stating:

Of course Indian names are all the fad today and it is a simple thing to get an Indian name for almost any place, but, as an American, I am intensely interested in the history of our country from the human side and not the political or military viewpoint.  There is nothing more intensely interesting than the lives of our old pioneers and scouts from whom we borrowed the name for the boys in our organization; the names of these pioneers should, by all means, be preserved.  One of the greatest who is connected with your neighborhood is Catlin, the artist, explorer and painter of Indian portraits.  Why not name your camp after him?  The stone from the quarry where the Indians got their pipe stone is named after Catlin. Then let the totem of the camp be a large calumet painted up and decorated in due fashion.

It was tactfully noted in the Scouting news column containing the letter that “the name for the general group of camps has been settled upon, the Ma-ka-ja-wan camps,” but that “perhaps a camp unit could be named after Catlin.”  However, pioneer names rather than Indian names did not appear on any of the villages until West Camp was opened in 1959, and there still remains no Catlin village almost 90 years later.
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