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A Word from the Program Director 
 

Dear Scouters, 

Thank you for considering 
Rainbow Scout Reservation and 
taking the time to review our 
2023 Program Guide! 

I may be wrong, but to me, 
summer camp is the most 
foundational and fundamental part of the Scouting program. Flocking into a herd of Scouts, young to 
old, and coming to live on camp property for a week to live the camp life is an experience in and of itself. 
Add in merit badge classes in Ecology and Scoutcraft, afternoon program opportunities in STEAM and 
Shooting Sports, and sprinkle on a little Tiki Tuesday: now THAT is a memorable time! 

I know when I first went to summer camp at RSR back in 2009 as a Webelos, it felt like my entire world 
flipped upside down. Coming back to RSR as a young Scout, being away from my family for an entire 
week, getting to meet new people and create memories under a beautiful backdrop—it was one of the 
most influential components of my young life. Some things just cannot be explained in words, and 

summer camp just might be one of those instances. There is something inherently 
special about RSR; whether it be the people, the history, the trails, the songs, the 
program, I cannot quite put my finger on it. But no matter what it is, that feeling is 
what drew me in to help camp be as great as it can be, and I hope you are all ready 
for what’s in store! 

I have spent a lot of time (along with my posse mates Silas and Kyle) bringing some 
amazing new program experiences to campers at Rainbow. We are breaking out two 
brand-spanking new areas, the Trek Program and the Handicraft Area, investing a 
lot of time planning and sorting out what they will look like this summer. It is no 

simple feat, but for such a lovely place as Rainbow, it deserves all the effort we can muster. 

I look forward to meeting you all this summer! Welcome to Rainbow Scout Reservation! 

 

Yours in Scouting, 

Andy Hrvatin | Program Director 
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About Rainbow Scout Reservation 
RSR is operated by Rainbow Council, which delivers the scouting program to the communities located in 
Will, Grundy, and Kankakee counties. Rainbow Scout Reservation is a 595-acre preserve located in 
Grundy County approximately sixty miles southwest of Chicago and twenty-five miles southwest of 
Joliet. The camp has been in service since 1967.  

Contact Information 
 Camp Director   Silas Rea  708-942-9545  silas.rea@scouting.org 

 Program Director   Andy Hrvatin  815-409-8165  lthrvatin@gmail.com 

 Camp Commissioner   Kyle Land  312-914-9456  kyle_land@aol.com 

 Council Registrar  Dee Hainzinger   815-942-4450   delores.hainzinger@scouting.org  

 Camp Mailing Address  Rainbow Scout Reservation   
 2600 Winterbottom Road  
 Morris, IL 60450  
 815-416-1148  

 Service Center 
  

*Use this contact 
before June 8th 

 George S. McGee Service Center   
 921 South State Street Lockport, IL 60441  
 815-942-4450  

Camp Dates 
 Adult Leader’s Meeting: Sunday, March 26th @ 2:00 PM, via Zoom (link will be available via 

Council Website and RSR Facebook Page) 
 Adult Leader’s Meeting: Tuesday, May 9th @ 7:00 PM, via Zoom 
 Week 1: June 18th to June 24th 
 Week 2: June 25th to July 1st  
 Week 3: July 2nd to July 8th  

COVID-19 and Camp 
It is impossible to predict what the state of the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be at the beginning of 
the Summer of 2023. Specific policy changes 
and decisions will be made closer to the 
beginning of the summer and appropriate 
national, state, or local guidelines will be 
followed. Appropriate precautions may be 
enforced at the designation of Rainbow 
Council or the camp administration. 
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Meet the RSR 2023 Leadership Team! 
 

Camp Director- Silas Rea 
Returning for his eighth year at RSR is Camp Director, Silas Rea! Silas is in the last 
year of his Master of Social Work Program at Lewis University. He spends his days 
interning as a School Social Worker in Burbank, IL, taking classes, and working as a 
District Executive for Rainbow Council. In his free time, Silas enjoys playing the 
drums, moonlighting as a professional trumpet player, and educating the general 
public on the drastic effects of the rise of the dairy industry in America post World 
War II. 

 

Camp Commissioner- Kyle Land 
Returning for his fifth year at RSR is Camp Commissioner, Kyle 
Land! Kyle has begun his time as a student at the University of 
Illinois this fall and is loving every minute so far! Kyle currently 
serves as the inaugural Vice Chief of OA Section G-9. Kyle is most passionate about 
three things: Scouting, Dr. Pepper, and the Dave Matthews Band. Kyle works 
tirelessly to promote Scouting and to clear the name of the DMB regarding the 
August 8th, 2004 Chicago River incident, all with a Dr. Pepper in hand. 

When asked what he is most excited for this summer he said, "Summer camp is 
the premiere opportunity of the premiere program for youth. The admin team has 
been working hard to make sure this summer reaches the Rainbow standard: 
making every session the best week of our camper’s summer (if not lives)!" 

 

Aquatics Director- George Nudo 
Returning for his fourth year at RSR after a five-year hiatus is Aquatics Director, 
George Nudo! George will begin his first year at Illinois State University in the Fall 
of 2023 as an Education Major. Currently, he is finishing his five-year active duty 
tour in the United States Marine Corps as a Combat Photographer. While he was 
away, George served as an assistant scoutmaster for Troop 176 in Quantico, 
Virginia and has assisted many other scouts as a merit badge counselor in the 
National Capital Area Council. In his free time, George enjoys recreational sports, 
photography, and he continues to add songs to his ever-expanding music playlist.  
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Assistant Aquatics Director- Russell Smith 
"Hello! My name is Russell Smith. I’m going on to my third year on camp 
staff and second year as Assistant Aquatics Director. I’m an Eagle Scout 
from Troop 732 and a Brotherhood member of the Order of the Arrow. 
When not at camp, I am either doing my duties as Vice Chief of Inductions 
for Waupecan Lodge or studying education at Carthage College! I’m so 
excited to get back to camp this summer!" 

 

Ecology & Conservation Director- Mike Nelson 
"Hello! I’m Mike Nelson.  I’ll be the Ecology Director this 
summer at RSR.  This will be my ninth year on a summer camp 
staff, and seventh year here at Rainbow.  I’m an Eagle Scout out 
of Troop 89 in Downers Grove, and Brotherhood member of the 
OA.  My field of study is geology, which I’m pursuing at Northern 
Illinois University.  I look forward to sharing my experience with 
you all this summer!"  

 

Scoutcraft Director- Lexi Lawrence 
"Hi! I'm Lexi Lawrence and I am so excited to be returning for my 
second year on camp staff. I am part of Troop 9040 in Sycamore, as 
well as Crew 57 in Lombard. Currently, I am a senior in High School and 
will be going to nursing school after I graduate. Other than Scouts, my 
hobbies include art, music, and playing with my dog. I'm thrilled to be 
this year's Scoutcraft director, and I can't wait to see you all for another 
great year at camp!"  

STEAM Director- Alex Harper 
Returning to RSR for his sixth total year is our STEAM Director, 
Alex Harper! This is Alex's fourth year in STEAM, and he cannot 
wait to share his knowledge and experience with all of your 
Scouts! Alex is currently taking classes at Joliet Junior College in 
pursuit of an electrician apprenticeship. In his free time, Alex 
also plays the clarinet as a part of JJC's community band. Ask 
Alex all about his favorite chemical reactions this summer in our 
STEAM area!  

 



 
2023 Program Guide                                                                                                                                               | 7  

 

Trading Post Manager- Alexa Czarnecki 
"Hey there! I’m Alexa Czarnecki and I’ll be the Trading Post Manager this summer! 
I’m currently a Junior at York High School and a Scout from Troop 9117 and Crew 
711 in Elmhurst, IL as well as a Brotherhood member in the Order of the Arrow. This 
will be my second year on the RSR camp staff, previously working in the Pathfinders 
program. When not camping or hiking, I enjoy preforming in my school’s marching 
band on Flute and jazz band on Saxophone. I can’t wait to see you all this summer!"  

Handicraft & Trades- Breadon Mink 
"Hi, I'm Breadon Mink and I will be your Handicraft 
Director for this year. I've been doing handicraft and trades related 
things for the past two years now. I started with learning how to repair 
RVs, a Toyota Prius, and things went up from there. I now do anything 
from modifications and repairs of sail boats and RVs to home repair. 
Outside of my career, I frequently play video games and build and paint 
miniature models. I'm really excited to lead this area and show ya'll 
what it's all about and I can't wait to see everyone this year at RSR"  

Trek Program- Joe Nelson 
Directing the new and improved Trek program, Joe Nelson returns for his 
second year at RSR and his fourth year as a camp staffer. An Eagle Scout from 
Troop 89, Joe previously worked in the Brush Hogs and Eco areas. Joe attends 
College of DuPage and can’t wait to get back to RSR for another exciting 
summer. 

Pathfinders- Dakota Lohman 
"Hello, I'm Dakota Lohman and I will be serving as the 
Pathfinders Director this summer. This is my second 
summer at RSR but my fifth summer working on camp 
staff. Outside of RSR you can find me as an Assistant Scoutmaster, promoting Sea 
Scouting and taking polaroid pictures. Inside of RSR you can find me in front of the 
Wilhelm talking about how Ostriches get their pink color only to be asked, "do you 
mean flamingoes?" 

Dining Hall Manager- Ryan Predki 
"Hi everyone! I'm Ryan Predki, the Dining Hall Manager for 2023! I'm an Eagle Scout 
from Troop 99 in Wayne, Illinois as well as a former Lodge Chief from Lowaneu 
Allanque Lodge. This summer, you'll find me in the Wilhelm sweeping, mopping, and 
generally cleaning as well as making delectable drinks paired with the finest jokes on 
their labels. I can't wait to get back to camp and get you all into the camp spirit!"  
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RSR Merit Badge/Award Policy 
Unit leaders will receive a spreadsheet at the 
end of the week with their Scout’s completed 
requirements marked. Units can also print 
copies from Black Pug. Taking a merit badge is 
not necessarily a guarantee of completing the 
badge. However, if all the prerequisites are 
met, most scouts should be able to complete 
the badges they sign up for. 

For any questions on merit badge offerings or 
other program activities, please contact the 
Program Director, Andy Hrvatin.



 

Merit Badge Schedule 
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Prerequisite List  
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2023 Specialty Programs 

RSR Trek Program 
For those of you looking to venture beyond the main camp and trek out into 
the further reaches of Rainbow, we have the perfect program for you! 
Debuting this year is our 2023 Trek Program! 

RSR 2023 will feature a High Adventure style Trek Program across the vast 
wilderness on the backside of Rainbow Scout Reservation. Geared towards 
older Scouts and those preparing for a High Adventure trip. 

The Trek Program is a week-long program that Scouts can sign up 
for. You will spend Monday and Tuesday morning in the main 
camp preparing for the trip, learning about backpacking, and 
hiking, and being trained in Leave No Trace Principles. 

The Trek goes from Tuesday afternoon to Friday afternoon at 
lunchtime, where they will be greeted back by their fellow 
campers. During the Trek, the crew will remain on the backside of 
camp, doing various activities including… 

 Swimming / Snorkeling @ Aqua Blue 
 Low COPE 
 Backside Service Project 
 Fishing 

 Canoeing 
 Cooking / Meal Prep 
 Hiking & Backpacking 
 Lessons & Scenarios

We recommend the following gear for those planning on joining the Trek Crew… 

□ Backpack 
□ Sleeping Bag 
□ Extra Socks & Underwear 
□ Water Bottle(s) 
□ Comfortable footwear for hiking 

□ Mess Kit 
□ Rain Gear 
□ Tent & Tarp (Suitable for carrying long 

distance) 
□ Swimming Suit / Towel 

 

There will be a $30 fee for those coming on the Trek, of which the 
funding will be going towards trek-specific food costs and equipment. 

 

A huge thank you and shoutout to Chris Danek and many other 
volunteers for helping make this dream a reality. 
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The Camp Cup 
The Camp Cup is back! All week-long troops will compete for the 
most coveted prize this side of the Mississippi, the RSR Camp Cup. 
Many will try, but only one troop will be victorious!  

COPE and Climbing 
Our COPE & Climbing tower will be available both as scheduled and open program. 
All activities except for climbing and rappelling are restricted to Scouts 13 years of 
age or older. Adult leaders are welcome to participate as well! Participants will be 
asked to register online before camp, but walk ins are welcome. Scouts can attend 
any or all COPE activities.  

Horsemanship 
This year, we are partnering with Rocking L Ranch to bring 
Horsemanship to campers! Learn about life at a stable, 
taking care of horses, and learn to ride! There will be a fee 

of $40 for each participant. These are one-day sessions, lasting from 2:30 to 
4:00. Registration space is limited. 

Week One & Week Two Sessions: Monday thru Friday availability 
Week Three Session: Monday 

**Note: Taking Horsemanship will mean that you will miss out on your 2:00 merit badge class on the day 
you are registered for Horsemanship. In most cases, you should be able to go over missing requirements 
Friday afternoon during merit badge make-up time. 

Transportation to Rocking L Ranch will be on the Unit Level. Please coordinate with your Scoutmaster to 
ensure travel arrangements. Rocking L Ranch is located at 1075 Gore Rd, Morris, IL 60450. 

Order of the Arrow at RSR 
As Scouting’s National Honor Society, the Order of the Arrow is an essential part of RSR’s summer camp 
program. Waupecan Lodge provides a variety of events for both members and non-members during the 
summer. Waupecan Lodge will host a call-out ceremony each week for Scouts who have been elected to 
the Order of the Arrow. We are happy to provide courtesy callouts for out of council troops. Family 
members and guests are more than welcome to attend this ceremony.  
 
Arrowmen who have been Ordeal members of Waupecan Lodge for at least six months can 
complete their induction by converting to Brotherhood membership while at camp. Please 
contact Waupecan Lodge to learn more about the requirements and procedures. 

Please note that Waupecan Lodge will not be hosting an Ordeal opportunity during RSR 
summer camp this year. Please see the Lodge website (www.oa197.org) or Lodge social 
media pages for information on upcoming Ordeal opportunities. Additional Order of the 
Arrow programs such as an Ice Cream Social, trainings, and specialty programs will be available at camp! 
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Pathfinders 
Pathfinders is RSR’s program for first year campers! Participants will 
rotate through different stations in Scout Skills, First Aid, Woodcarving, 
and Swimming. Pathfinders will have the opportunity to earn 
Swimming, First Aid, Woodcarving, and Fingerprinting merit badge as 
well as complete many Scout Skills rank requirements between 
Tenderfoot and First Class. Scouts will be divided into patrols that 

travel to different activities together, thus learning the patrol method. Pathfinders also have the 
opportunity to take a hike to have an overnight outpost on Thursday night and take a 5-mile hike to the 
backside of camp on Friday morning. 

Shooting Sports 
Due to significantly rising costs of ammunition, the following fees apply for 
open shoot times: $1 for 10 rifle rounds, $2 for 3 shotgun rounds, $3.50 
for eye and ear protection. The following fees apply for merit badge 
classes: $15 for Archery (Includes arrow kit), $30 for Rifle, and $45 for 
Shotgun. All shooters must have ear and eye protection. Safety glasses 
may be purchased at the Trading Post for $3.50. Sunglasses and 
prescription glasses will not be accepted. 

Adult Leader Programs 
RSR’s program is not just for youth! There are plenty of programs or opportunities for our adult leaders 
to take advantage of during their stay. 

Adult Leader Trainings 
The following trainings will be offered for adult leaders: 

 Introduction to Outdoor Leadership Skills  
 Scoutmaster Position Specific (Scoutmaster Indoor) 
 ILST Train the Trainer Workshop 
 Commissioner’s Corner 
 Special Elective Workshops with the Senior Staff! 

Scoutmaster vs. Staff Volleyball 
Can you beat our camp staff in beach volleyball? There is 
only one way to find out! Take it to our beach volleyball 
court for the smackdown of the century! 

Scoutmaster Cook Off 
Earn Camp Cup points by winning or placing in display of culinary mastery! Participants may be asked to 
include a secret ingredient to spice things up…. Also, your favorite Camp Director has a dairy allergy, so 
extra points will be rewarded for cooking without dairy! 
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Scoutmaster Merit Badge 
That’s right! Scoutmasters can earn the Scoutmaster merit badge by completing various important 
requirements over the course of the week, such as taking a nap! Talk to the Camp Commissioner to get 
started! 

Other Program Offerings 
There will be a Scoutmaster COPE Night and a Scoutmaster 
Shoot down at the range. Adult leaders are welcome to take 
part in the COPE Program or Trek Program. Some activities at 
camp may require extra adult supervision that adult leaders 
are encouraged to take part in. 

More Information 
For more information adult leader trainings and activities, please contact the Camp Commissioner, Kyle 
Land. 

Evening Programs 
RSR 2023 will feature a variety of different evening program offerings. Scouts and leaders will be given a 
schedule upon arrival with times and locations of each program. RSR favorites such as “Tiki Tuesday” will 
be returning, as well as new, fun activities!  

Stay Up to Date on Camp 

Instagram 
Follow us on Instagram @rsrcamp2023 to get to know our camp and staff a little better!  

Facebook 
Like our page on Facebook! Just search for “Rainbow Scout Reservation” or follow this link.  

 

 

“A week of camp life is worth six months of theoretical teaching in the 
meeting room.” -Lord Robert Baden-Powell 

We hope to see you at RSR 2023! 
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RSR Camp Map 
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