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⛺ Welcome to Gardner Dam

Camp Leaders,

Gardner Dam Adventure Base Provides a great program full of adventures and great memories.

It is our duty to provide the best experience for you and your Scouts. In an effort to help you prepare for your 
summer adventure, this guidebook has been compiled to convey the details about our programs, procedures, 
and services that will be important for the success of your experience. Please take the time to read this 
document and familiarize yourself with Gardner Dam and its features.

We know our audience! If it's a safe activity that Webelos and AOLs will enjoy, then it's going to be a welcome 
part of the program. The staff thinks of summer camp as a controlled adventure. Campers play and grow, all 
the while learning from a team of dedicated experts.

This year we'll be incorporating more fun games and challenges so every cub scout has an opportunity to test 
their skills and contribute to the group adventure! Not just a great camping destination for Cub Scouts, Camp 
Gardner Dam is a place where adventure, fun, and the values of Scouting all come together. We will see you at 
camp this summer!



 ✨Discover the Unique 
Opportunities at Gardner Dam 
Adventure Base
Information for New Parents & Leaders

1.  Character Building and New Friendships: At Gardner Dam Adventure Base, Scouts will not only 
develop crucial life skills but also form lifelong friendships through unique team-building activities and 
adventure challenges.

2.  Packed with Scouting Fun: With a jam-packed schedule of activities, there's rarely time to miss home! 
From cope and climbing to archery, every day is a new adventure. Our dedicated staff is always ready to 
provide individual attention to ensure every Scout feels at home.

3.  Flexible Parent Involvement: We understand that parents may have work commitments, so we offer 
flexible arrangements. Feel free to rotate your stay with other parents, ensuring that every Scout gets the 
full camp experience while parents stay connected.

4.  Dynamic Dining Hall Experience: Meals at Gardner Dam Adventure Base are more than just eating; 
they're a lively, communal event! Join us in the Dining Hall for songs and cheers that make every meal a 
memorable part of the camp experience.

5.  Authentic Camping Experience: Campers will have the authentic experience of staying in tents, 
immersing themselves fully in the great outdoors. This is a chance for Scouts to learn resilience and self-
reliance in a safe environment.

6.  Health and Safety First: Our commitment to safety is paramount. Please mail copies of health forms 
ahead of time to camp to expedite the check-in process or bring copies of health forms, as originals will 
remain with you. Our healthcare team is always on-site to provide any necessary support.

7.  Unique Program Highlights: Gardner Dam Adventure Base offers unique programs like the "Eco-Con" 
area for environmental conservation activities and the "STEM Outpost" for hands-on science and 
technology projects. These programs not only educate but also inspire Scouts to become innovative 
leaders.

8.  Adventure Awaits: Every moment at Gardner Dam Adventure Base is designed to inspire and challenge 
Scouts, helping them discover new passions and strengths.

Join us at Gardner Dam Adventure Base, where adventure is limitless, and memories are made to last a 
lifetime! Providing customers and guests with adventures beyond the expected! We are committed to providing 
the facilities, programs, services, and camp staff that will consistently exceed the expectation of our visitors. 
Our Scout Camps will be safe havens for experiencing the best of the adventures and values of Scouting 
America.



💰 Registration and fees
Pricing

Youth $285 / Adult $175

A non-refundable deposit of $300 per unit may be paid to reserve your spot for the following year. This deposit 
will be applied to your future summer camp registration balance.

How to Register Scout/Leader Campers

Register online at GardnerDam.camp with camper deposits of $15.
The first $15 deposits are nonrefundable, but transferable to another Scout/Leader in the same unit as a 
new reservation.
Remaining balances are due May 31.
Campers registered and/or paid in full after May 31 will be subject to a $25 late fee

Payment Windows - The total due when signing up in a certain window, not the end of the month.

Additional leaders and Scouts may sign up for camp after May 31 and at any time before their session 
start date, provided spots are available. 

Register additional participants through your existing summer camp registration.

https://baylakesbsa.org/gardner-dam/summer-camp/


How to Pay:

Online payment may be made through our online registration system using a credit/debit card or 
Bank ACH. If paying by credit or debit card, a 3.5% convenience fee will be added.
Checks can be sent payable to: Bay-Lakes Council, BSA, 2555 Northern Road, Appleton, 
Wisconsin 54912.
Unit Deposit Account held at the Center for scouting.

Parent Portal is available for set up in your registration under additional actions tab. Use this feature 
to populate individual passwords for parents to pay online. Parents and Scouts will also be able to 
sign up for classes through their direct logins. This streamlines the summer camp registration process 
and keeps all of the unit signed up under one registration.

See Parent Portal guide under attachments tab on the main registration page for directions on how to 
use parent portal.

Visit Parent Portal: Unit Leader's Guide (Updated 09/2020)  for a short instructional video.

Camperships:

Camp scholarship (camperships) are made available to assist scout with financial need the 
opportunity to receive a Bay-Lakes Council summer camp experience. Request must be made using 
the campership application for each person in need no later than May 1. Campership applications can 
be found at GardnerDam.camp under Forms and Documents > Campership Application.

Refunds:

Camp deposits are non-refundable.
Refunds are processed based on the Council cancelation policy.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBJmmnQuSo4&t=55s
https://baylakesbsa.org/gardner-dam/summer-camp/
https://baylakesbsa.org/gardner-dam/summer-camp/


🚗Arrival and Departure
With many Scouts and Leaders arriving and checking in at the same time, we need your help. We want to 
make this the easiest, fastest, and most efficient check in process you've ever experienced. Staff will be 
available at various check-in points to assist wherever needed.

Check-In Process
1.  Arrive with your entire group using the site check in times below. If you will not be able to check-in 

during this period, please notify us in advance (920-734-5705). A staff member will greet you in the 
parking lot and guide you through the check in process.

Site Time

Schubert 1:00 PM

Smith 1:00 PM

Hrubecky 1:30 PM

Seaborn 1:30 PM

Krief 2:00 PM

Skagway 2:00 PM

Milbauer 2:30 PM

Riverbluff 2:30 PM

Howe 3:00 PM

Ambush 3:00 PM

Big Rock 3:00 PM

1.  Have copies of your health forms accessible. Remember, we must keep copies on file after you depart.
2.  Staff will show you which trailer to store your gear. Unpack your gear into the trailer loading in the front 

first, as multiple groups will be in the same trailer
3.  Your staff guide will gather your pack together to start the rest of the check-in process. One adult from 

each pack will be asked to report to the office to review your roster and make any final payments. The rest 
of the group will rotate through the following stations: Swim Checks, Dining Hall Orientation, and 
Trading Post Orientation. You will then have time to get settled into your campsite.

4.  Your first activity will be flag lowering at 5:50, followed by dinner at 6:00 PM



Arriving to camp late
Unit Leaders: Please notify the the staff at check-in if you have any planned late arrivals.

Leaving camp early
Any Scouts leaving camp during their stay must have a release signed by their parent or guardian and 
approved by the Scout Leader.  We recommend having this form (online at gardnerdam.camp) completed 
before a Scout attends camp.  When checking out, a member of the camp leadership must give the final 
approval signature.

Visitors
All visitors must check in and out at the camp office
Visitors should not bring pets.
Persons with disabilities should notify camp prior to their arrival if accommodations are needed.
Guest meal tickets may be purchased for $8 per meal in the camp office.

Check-Out Process
1.  Following breakfast (8:00 AM), campers will return to their campsite to finish packing up. Gear should be 

loaded into the campsite trailer. An adult leader from your campsite may be asked to pull the trailer 
(requires a 2" ball) back to the main parking lot.

2.  Your campsite guide will return to your site after breakfast to make sure it is clean. Once all gear is loaded 
and your site is cleaned, campers will walk toward the parking lot, stopping at the trading post one last 
time.

3.  One adult leader from each pack should stop at the office to pickup patches and advancement reports.
4.  Visit Lost and Found to retrieve your missing items! Lost and found is located in the camp office
5.  Staff is generally available to answer questions in this building from 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM (except during 

meal times). If late at night or early in the morning, staff may be found in the health office.
6.  Say goodbye to the staff and don't forget to sign up for summer camp 2027.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19-N9eNkVVsdzPLxYMV7yBNjwbfTYwUie/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19-N9eNkVVsdzPLxYMV7yBNjwbfTYwUie/view


🎒What to Bring
Personal and unit equipment lists will be provided. Check the camp website for the most current 
packing list.

Sneakers / Hiking Shoes

Extra Pair of Shoes

T-Shirts

Underwear & Socks

Jeans / Pants

Shorts

Long-Sleeve Shirts

Pajamas

Sweatshirt or Jacket

Official Scout Uniform (Field 
Uniform)

Sunscreen

Sleeping bag 

Insect Repellent (non-aerosol)

Flashlight

Spending Money

Fishing Gear

Camera

Tent 

Label clothes & valuables with name and unit number. Scouts will be getting wet, so please allow for extra 
clothing and footwear. 

What Not to Bring

Shooting Equipment

Fireworks

Alcohol

Valuables

Inappropriate T-Shirts

Pornography

Tobacco products

Drugs of any kind

Excessive jewelry

Sheath or Fixed-Blade Knives

Knives with blades over 3.5”

Firewood (we provide firewood)

Aerosol cans

Laser pointers



🏊Pre-Camp Swim Tests
Information on Taking Your Swim Test Before 
Camp
Units attending camp have the opportunity to complete their swim tests prior to arrival. This proactive step can 
save valuable program time once at camp, allowing for more flexibility and ease in participating in individual 
unit activities.

Benefits of Completing Swim Tests Before Camp

Time Efficiency: Completing swim tests beforehand reduces the time needed for testing at camp, leaving 
more time for other activities.
Flexibility: Easier scheduling of individual unit activities as swim tests are already completed.

How to Complete Your Swim Test

1.  Scheduling: Each unit is responsible for scheduling and completing the swim tests before arriving at 
camp.

2.  Certification: Tests must be administered and certified by a qualified individual. Acceptable certifiers 
include:

BSA Lifeguard
Red Cross Lifeguard
Equivalent certification from a recognized organization such as the YMCA

Accessing Forms and Procedures

Forms and Procedures: Necessary documentation and detailed procedures can be found here: Unit Swim 
Classification LINK

Contact Information

For any questions or additional assistance, please reach out to the Bay-Lakes Council Camping office:

Phone: (920) 734-5705
Email: camp@baylakescamps.org

By completing swim tests in advance, units ensure a smoother and more efficient experience at camp.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m_6T5vXgO9rpRpeZ6CWg7es28cDyPNj9/view


🎯DAILY PROGRAM SCHEDULE
All the basics on the program for your stay at camp!

7:00 - Rise and Shine!

7:50 - Flag Raising Ceremony

8:00 - Breakfast

9:00-12:00 - Webelos/Arrow of Light Adventures

12:15-1:00 - Lunch

1:00-2:00 - Kon Wapos Service Project (Day 2) 

and Unit Time (Day 3)

2:00-3:00 - Open Program Block 1

3:00-4:00 - Open Program Block 2

4:00-5:00 - Open Program Block 3

5:50 - Flag Lowering Ceremony

6:00 - Dinner

6:45-9:00 - Evening Programs

10:00 - Lights Out

Day One

Den Activities on the Parade Grounds, 6:45 PM: Come join us for some low-key organized fun, and 
camp tours.
Leaders Meeting, Eagle Room, 6:45 PM: Please send one adult leader from each unit to attend this 
meeting which will include any important additions to schedule.
Opening Campfire, Meet at Parade Grounds, 8:00 PM: Following dinner, sit back and enjoy the staff 
welcoming you home with skits, songs, and special messages.

Day Two

Scouts Own Service, 7:00 PM, Chapel: Join us for some readings, prayers, reflections, and music.
Friendship Fires in Sites, 8:00 PM: S'mores provided by the Kon Wapos Lodge of Order of the Arrow, 
Scouting's National Honor Society.

Day Three

Campwide Games, 6:45 PM, Meet at Parade Grounds: Space-themed series of fun and games 
designed to challenge yours Scouts in their knowledge of camp and in their Scouting expertise!
Closing Campfire, Meet at Parade Grounds, 8:00 PM: Following dinner enjoy the closing campfire. 
Packs may be asked to help with this program.







Medical Policies
In order to provide better care for its members and to assist them in better understanding their own physical 
capabilities, the Scouting America recommends that everyone who participates in Scouting events have an 
annual medical evaluation by a certified and licensed health-care provider.

Parts A and B are required for all Scouts and adults attending camp.

Every participant must provide a copy of their health form to be kept on file after they leave.

To speed up check-in, you may send copies (NOT originals) of all health forms to camp two weeks prior to 
your arrival.
N2940 Gardner Dam Road, White Lake, WI. 54491
Units can keep medication in a locked container at their site and distribute to their scouts. Units choosing 
to do so will be provided with a medication log sheet to fill out and turn in at the end of the week. Units are 
welcome to turn their medications into the health office for us to distribute.
Please ask your Scouts not to bring over-the-counter medications such as Tylenol or cough syrup. The 
camp stocks these medications.
Bee sting medication, inhalers, an insulin syringe, or other medication or device used in the event of life-
threatening situations may be carried by a camper.

insurance
When surgical treatment or hospital care is needed for Bay-Lakes Council Scouts/Scouters, benefits in excess 
of $300.00 will be paid only if they are unrecoverable from any other insurance policy or service contract (i.e. 
family insurance policy).  Therefore, it is imperative that you come prepared with the pertinent insurance policy 
information for every Scout/Adult.

Health office
Available 24 hours a day in the parking lot side of the Strayer Building. If the Health Officer is not in the Health 
Office, report to the camp office for assistance.

emergencies
In the event of a camp-wide emergency, the camp siren may sound. At which time, all campers should report 
immediately to their campsite. A member of the camp staff will come to your site with further instruction. The 
camp staff undergoes training in handling common types of emergencies.

A camp-wide emergency situation will consist of any severe weather, wildfire, lost or missing campers, lost 
or missing swimmers, and any possible severe medical emergency. Anyone who becomes aware of an 
emergency situation or danger should notify the nearest staff member who will contact the appropriate 
camp leadership.
Any information in regards to a bomb threat or unauthorized visitor should be reported to the camp office 
or health office immediately.



Cancelation Policy
Camp fees are generally non-refundable as we encourage Units to transfer fees to another Scout not 
currently registered from your Unit who is attending camp. However, the council Camping Committee 
will deal with each situation in which a written refund request is received and endeavor to be as fair 
as possible. Any Summer Camp refunds are calculated after the nonrefundable $15.00 per camper 
deposit, less any administrative, credit card, or electronic payment fees. These are the guidelines we 
follow:

Sickness, injury or family tragedy during camp resulting in the Scout being sent home:

First third of session - 50% refunded.
Second third of session - 25% refunded.
Last third of session – no refund.

Sickness, injury or family tragedy before camp resulting in the Scout not attending:

Notification of Council before camp week - 100% refunded.
Notification at check-in of camp week - 50% refunded.
Notification after check-in – no refund.

Additional requirements:

Participant Injury or Illness – Written statement is required from physician.
Extreme Family Emergency – Written statement is required from parent and confirmed by Unit 
Leader.
Required Summer School – Written statement is required from Principal or Guidance Counselor 
stating that summer school is required to advance to the next grade. Elective summer school, 
band camps, etc. do not qualify for the exception.

All other reasons: i.e. baseball tournament, change in vacation plans, summer school, band 
camp, job conflict, etc.:

Notification to Council 90 or more days prior to event - 90% refunded, less any administrative or 
credit card fees.
Notification to Council less than 90 days but more than 59 days prior to the event - 60% 
refunded, less administrative or credit card fees.
Notification to Council less than 60 days but more than 29 days prior to the event - 30% 
refunded, less administrative or credit card fees.
Notification to Council less than 30 days but more than 6 days prior to the event - 10% refunded, 
less administrative or credit card fees.
Notification to Council 6 days or less before event - no refund.

If you have questions about the Black Pug registration system, please contact Bay-Lakes Camping 
and Program Department at 920-734-5705.



Additional policies
YOUTH PROTECTION POLICIES
Nothing is more important to Scouting America than the safety of our youth members. We believe that even 
one instance of child abuse is unacceptable. Scouting America and Bay-Lakes Council are committed to 
providing a safe and secure environment for all. Youth protection requires sustained vigilance, and we work 
every day to protect children through mandatory policies.

One-on-one contact between adults and youth members is prohibited.
Privacy of youth is respected. Adult leaders and youth must respect each other's privacy, especially in 
situations such as changing clothes and taking showers at camp.
The use of smartphones, cameras, mirrors, drones, etc., in places or situations where privacy is expected 
is prohibited.
Separate tenting must be provided for male and female adults as well as for male and female youth. Youth 
sharing tents must be no more than two years apart in age. Spouses may share tents.
The buddy system must be used at all times. Buddies should know and be comfortable with each other. 
Buddies should select each other, the same level of maturity, and the same gender.
Hazing and initiations are prohibited and have no part during any Scouting activity.
No bullying, verbal, physical, and cyber bullying are prohibited in Scouting.
Appropriate attire is required for all activities.

Leadership
Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over are required at all Scouting activities.
The leaders who will be staying at camp should have some camping and Scouting experience.
Safeguarding Youth Training is recommend for any adult attending camp.
Have one additional Leader, 18 or older (male or female) for every additional 4 Scouts.
If your unit has any female youth, you must have at least one female adult.

Mail Service
All mail is distributed daily to the campers. We suggest that mail is sent with the unit instead of mailing it as our 
service is sometimes slow.

Please indicate if you would like the mail delivered on a particular day while at camp.
If there is an emergency family issue, please call (715) 882-2941 and the Camp Director will ensure that 
the camper receives the message.
Gardner Dam Scout Name, Unit #,  N2940 Gardner Dam Road White Lake, WI 54491



Alcohol and Drugs
The use of alcoholic beverages and controlled substances is prohibited on any property that is owned or 
operated by Scouting  America. This policy will be strictly enforced for all those who use or visit our camp 
facilities. Violations will result in expulsion from camp and may be reported to authorities.

Fires & Firewood
Units are prohibited from bringing firewood into camp because it can harbor many different kinds of 
invasive pests and diseases harmful to our trees. The emerald ash borer is a direct threat to our ash trees 
at camp.
Units are encouraged to gather downed wood at camp.
Fireguard charts are furnished for each building and must be filled out upon check-in. Fireguard charts are 
to be hung on the building bulletin board for the duration of the session.

Pets
No animals are allowed on camp properties except for guide dogs for the visually impaired or animals 
which are for a program/demonstration with the approval of the Camping Department
Please do not bring your pet from home. Be sure to inform any visitors, parent drivers or guests that they 
should also leave their pet at home.

Privacy
By participating in Bay-Lakes Council activities, you agree to allow Bay-Lakes Council to use your image in 
camp and council promotional materials.

Shoes
Footwear is required everywhere in camp, except at the waterfront.
No open toed footwear (flip flops, sandals, etc) are allowed outside of the shower houses or your tent.

Tobacco/Vaping
The use or possession of tobacco and/or vaping products by anyone under the age of 21 is not legal and will 
not be tolerated. BSA requires that adults use only the designated area in the parking lot, away and out of sight 
from any youth.



Faciltiy Policies
Dining Hall

Meals will consist of the main entrées, sides, cereal at breakfast, fruit or vegetables, sun butter and jelly at 
all meals, and a salad bar at dinner.
All meals will be served cafeteria style at the Dining hall and seconds will be available when announced.
Everyone is asked to wear the official Scouts BSA Field Uniform or official Cub Scouts Field Uniform to all 
evening meals and the flag lowering ceremony.
Adults will be asked to assist the camp staff with setting, serving, and cleanup after meals.
Grace will be said prior to each meal.

Please notify us of any special dietary needs or restrictions tin advance using the “Special Dietary 
Request Form” available at GardnerDam.Camp.

Trading Post
The Trading Post will be open at various times throughout the day. Look for hours when you arrive.
Here you will find all the merchandise you need, including everything from hats and shirts to collectibles. 
You will also be able to purchase additional toiletries, cooking supplies, and other camping necessities.
You will be able to purchase candy, soda, slushies, and any other food items.
Kon Wappos Lodge/OA patches will be available for purchase here.
We recommend that each person brings an extra $50-70 for purchases in the Trading Post.

Damaged Camp Equipment
Any damage to camp-owned equipment through abuse will be the responsibility of the unit
Replacement costs will be assessed to the unit based on the retail costs of the damaged item. Units will 
be responsible for paying for damaged equipment before leaving camp.

https://airtable.com/appgYdGAkkgZ7mO5b/shrInATn8HSpQinxZ
https://airtable.com/appgYdGAkkgZ7mO5b/shrInATn8HSpQinxZ


📞 Contact information 
Key contacts for questions, registration support, and camp-week needs.

Bay-Lakes Council, BSA

2555 Northern Road

PO Box 267

Appleton, WI 54912-0267

920-734-5705

920-734-1991 (fax)

www.BayLakesBSA.org

Gardner Dam Adventure Base

N2940 Gardner Dam Rd.

White Lake, WI. 54491

715-276-6167 (only during summer camp)

https://baylakesbsa.org/gardner-dam/summer-camp/

Kollen Kellner

Camp Director for Gardner Dam and Rokilo

Camp.dir.rokilio@gmail.com

920-450-0971 (cell)

Mydasia Zipperer  

Program Director for Gardner Dam and Rokilio

mydasia.zipperer@scouting.org

920-645-8122 (cell)

Celina Smith

Camping & Program Assistant

Celina.Smith@scouting.org

920-734-5705 x112

Dan Skrypczak

Director of Outdoor Programing

Daniel.skrypczak@scouting.org

920-734-5705 x134

920-205-3553 (cell)

https://baylakesbsa.org/gardner-dam/summer-camp/
https://baylakesbsa.org/gardner-dam/summer-camp/


Camp Map




