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Merit Badge: Pulp and Paper 

Counselor Name: Amy Sejnost 

Phone Number: 630.531.1973 

E-mail Address: Printer1997@aol.com 

Preferred Method of 

Contact: 
email 

 

Prerequisites: 

list all 

requirements 

which need 

to be completed 

in advance 

When you email, put your name on the subject header. If you can, send all the 

documents in one email. To comply with Youth Protection guidelines, scouts should 

copy a leader or parent on all email communication with the counselor.  

 

7. With your parent or guardian and counselor’s approval, do ONE of the 

following: 

(a) Visit a pulp mill. Describe how the mill converts wood to cellulose fibers. 

Resource: How is Paper Made Today (website) 

(b) Visit a paper mill and get a sample of the paper made there. Describe the 

processes used for making this paper. Tell how it will be used. 

(c) Visit a container plant or box plant. Describe how the plant’s products are 

made. Resource: Corrugated Box Companies listings (website) 

(d) Visit a recycled paper collection or sorting facility. Describe the operations 

there. Resources: Discover How Paper is Sorted for Recycling (video) 

How Is Paper Recycled? (video) 

Recycling Centers in the US (website)  

(e) Using books, magazines, your local library, the internet (with your parent or 

Guardian’s permission), and any other suitable research tool, find out how paper 

products are developed. Find out what role research and development play in the 

papermaking industry. Share what you learned with your counselor. 

Resources: Revolutionizing the Paper Industry (video) 

Top 10 Pulp and Paper Trends & Innovations in 2025 (website) 

 

Email the counselor for approval BEFORE completing Requirement 7.  Once 

the requirement is complete, submit your results at least one week prior to 

Merit Badge College.  IF this is not completed prior to the week before the 

event, the scout will receive a partial completion and can schedule with the 

Merit Badge Counselor to complete any unfinished work. 

Class Work: 

list all 

requirements 

which 

 will be 

1. Tell the history of papermaking. Describe the part paper products play in our 

society and economy. Resource: The History of Paper from China to 

Modern Times - Video 

2. Learn about the pulp and paper industry. 

https://www.afandpa.org/news/2025/how-paper-made-today
https://corrugatedboxcompanies.com/more-corrugated-box-companies-listings/
https://youtu.be/xEdwIHtK_6k?si=f0hrebF0dsGI30nC
https://youtu.be/ZuZJZccjI34?si=CHnRE1aAh1W0yjYS
https://recycling-centers.regionaldirectory.us/
https://youtu.be/xcrVyh7s6zA?si=pJH0mCH1GZmHG_Xw
https://www.startus-insights.com/innovators-guide/pulp-and-paper-trends/
https://youtu.be/gvdeiWWOG8w?si=ywkJlPChjjR0AX3n
https://youtu.be/gvdeiWWOG8w?si=ywkJlPChjjR0AX3n
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completed in 

class 

(a) Describe the ways the industry plants, grows, and harvests trees. 

Resource: How They Grow Trees for Paper Manufacture - video 

(b) Explain how the industry manages its forests so that the supply of trees 

keeps pace with the demand. Resource:  Forest Management - video 

(c) Tell how the industry has incorporated the concepts of sustainable forest 

management (SFM). Resource: Sustainable Forest - video 

(d) Describe two ways the papermaking industry has addressed pollution. 

Resource: Green Spotlight on the Paper Industry - video 

 

3. Name at least four types of trees that are major sources of papermaking 

fibers. Then do the following: Resource: What Kind of Tree Does Paper 

Come From - video 

(a) Discuss what other uses are made of the trees and the forestland owned 

by the pulp and paper industry. Resource: Purposes and Techniques of 

Forest Management – website 

(b) Describe two ways of getting fibers from wood and explain the major 

differences between them. Resource: From Tree to Paper - video 

(c) Tell why some pulps are bleached and describe the process.  Resource: 

Bleaching - video 

4. Describe how paper is made. Discuss how paper is recycled. Make a sheet of 

paper by hand.  Resources: 

Production of Paper - video 

From Tree to Sheet: How Paper is Made | Unveiling the Manufacturing Process 

- video 

How to Make Handmade Paper from Recycled Materials - video 

5. Explain what coated paper is and why it is coated. Describe the major uses 

for different kinds of coated papers. Describe one other way that paper is 

changed by chemical or mechanical means to make new uses possible. 

Resource: Coated vs Uncoated Paper - video 

6. 6. Make a list of 15 pulp or paper products found in your home. Share 

examples of 10 such products with your counselor. 

7. Find out about three career opportunities in the papermaking industry that 

interest you. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience 

required for this profession. Discuss this with your counselor and explain 

why this profession might interest you. 

Resources: Why a Career in Pulp and Paper Pays Off (video) 

Career Opportunities at Catalyst Paper (video) 

Amazing Summer Internships for Students at Pulp and Paper (video) 

Working for International Paper (video) 

Jobs in the Paper Industry (website)  

  

Use of “Online” 

Workbook: 
Not supported – the site that provided them is no longer updating requirements. 

https://youtu.be/qNX5EkbqYek?si=5jfSC981qlkVMasj
https://youtu.be/jGvlrhivWo8?si=0TV27frv1aUiZkeO
https://youtu.be/dYFt-3LNNNg?si=DTvnN4TL_TwqYIME
https://youtu.be/bNjp_J3yang?si=wrcSd1uaiH9GoTbY
https://youtube.com/shorts/oRgPQdX0CLI?si=iOkWbHTFJVWVqNz5
https://youtube.com/shorts/oRgPQdX0CLI?si=iOkWbHTFJVWVqNz5
https://www.britannica.com/science/forestry/Range-and-forage
https://www.britannica.com/science/forestry/Range-and-forage
https://youtube.com/shorts/c-87Bw_lXso?si=Ym7TyJAzyIY1CND3
https://youtu.be/d43q0j831f8?si=dYUo5iVYsQeQW6dy
https://youtu.be/OEbf9ffkyy8?si=vtSn8RSjUqid7NkM
https://youtu.be/invUjqvE0Oc?si=cf3gOfRlFbuoucPk
https://youtu.be/invUjqvE0Oc?si=cf3gOfRlFbuoucPk
https://youtu.be/Ow5LeG-zzyg?si=1J0kxXxxhcPiR-dv
https://youtu.be/TCFpE6vtC4s?si=f7NXs1tcuEVtG3-9
https://youtu.be/JceCMm-kbg4?si=AVCpMEZ2J-kSHWOF
https://youtu.be/QUeAwmqD4CM?si=r9LCwUT0fdEIqPug
https://youtu.be/yfZzS3zmytQ?si=gU8sd7hbShg86g9d
https://youtu.be/-zw1BXofRK4?si=69G_nCpGw36g7oPp
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-job/jobs-in-paper-industry
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Merit Badge Booklet: 

Free Pulp and Paper Merit Badge booklet can be found here: chrome-

extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://filestore.scouting.org/file

store/Merit_Badge_ReqandRes/Pamphlets/Pulp-Paper.pdf 

 

Number of Sessions 

needed: 

each session is 1 hour 25 

minutes 

2 

Maximum Class Size: 12 

Notes and/or 

Comments: 

  

 


