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2025 Massawepie Merit Badge Prerequisites

Foreword For
Leaders and
Parents:

At Massawepie, scouts  are going to be exposed to new things  through their selected meri t badge program. Some of these meri t badges
have a  set of requirements  that may require the scout to work on them outs ide of the week-long time they have to explore them at
camp. Whi le these requirements  are stated as  a  pre-requis i te for the meri t badge, I 'd l ike to invi te you to think about these as
post-requis i tes  as  wel l . Do not feel  stressed i f your scout does  not complete these requirements  before camp begins . We must a lways
remember that at summer camp, fun and adventure come first. Camp can be a  great way to spark an interest in a  new subject for a  scout
to be explored afterwards  as  wel l . In this  guide, you wi l l  find the pre-requis i te requirements  for a l l  scheduled and open program meri t
badges  offered at Massawepie for 2024 as  wel l  as  some specia l  cons iderations  to note about specific meri t badges/programs. Please
enjoy, and I  wi l l  see you at camp this  summer!
-Tyge Kel ley
Program Director, MSC Camp Pioneer

7

Do of the Fol lowing:
a . Vis i t a  museum to observe how artifacts  a id in conveying history.
b. Present to your counselor a  s ignificant fami ly artifact/heirloom and discuss  i ts  history.
c. Make a  l i st of the trash your fami ly throws  out during one week. Discuss  with your counselor what archaeologists  might
learn about you and your fami ly i f they found your trash a  thousand years  from now.
a. Bring a  flyer/ brochure from the museum, please bring a  l i st of at least five Artifacts  that intrest you, and what you were
able to learned from them
b. Bring the Item, or a  picture of i t to camp, and be prepared to discuss  why i t i s  important to your fami ly
c.  Bring your trash log with you to camp and be prepared to discuss  how thinking about what we throw away i s  relevant to
Archeology

10

10 Do ei ther A or B of the fol lowing:
(a) With your parent or guardian's  and counselor's  permiss ion, ass ist a  qual ified archaeologist for at least eight hours
with a  project being worked on. Projects  may include surveying, s i te monitoring, s i te stabi l i zation, excavation, laboratory
analys is , use of digi ta l  archaeologica l  technology, or publ ic outreach. Describe your involvement in the project, what you
learned about archaeology, and the steps  of archaeologica l  inquiry.
(b) With your counselor's  approval , take part in a  s imulated archaeologica l  project des igned by a  qual ified archaeologist.
The project must include the use of a  s imulated archaeologica l  s i te including artifacts  and features  for the s i te. Us ing the
steps  of archaeologica l  inquiry, ana lyze the "artifacts  and features" and document the spatial  relationships  of the "artifacts
and features" at the s imulated s i te. Expla in how the environment and time can affect the interpretation of an artifact and
the overa l l  archaeologica l  s i te. Tel l  how you would share the resul ts  of your analys is  with other researchers  and the
publ ic.
Come to camp with some notes  from your research or project; be prepared to share what you learned about the people who
l ived in your area  with the rest of the class .

1a

Tour your community and l i st the different types  of bui ldings  you see. Try to identify bui ldings  that can be associated with a
specific period of history or style
of archi tecture. Make a  sketch of the bui lding you most admire.
Come to camp with pictures , sketches , and notes  taken in the community you toured.

6

With your parent's  permiss ion and your counselor's  approval , vi s i t a  museum, art exhibi t, art ga l lery, artists ' co-op, or
artist's  workshop. Find out about the art displayed or created there. Discuss  what you learn with your counselor.
The Scout should bring a  photo of themsel f at the museum or bring a  pamphlet from the museum to camp.  Be prepared to
discuss  what you saw and what you learned from the experience

Merit Badge Prerequisite Requirement & Expectations

Archeology

One 

Architecture

Art  
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Athletics

 

Bird Study; By
appointment

3

Select an athletic activi ty to participate in for one season (or four months). Then do the fol lowing:
a . With guidance from your counselor, establ i sh a  personal  tra ining program sui ted to the activi ty you have chosen.
b. Organize a  chart for this  activi ty and monitor your progress  during this  time.
c. Expla in to your counselor the equipment necessary to participate in this  activi ty, and the appropriate clothing for the
season and the loca le.
d. At the end of the season, discuss  with your counselor the progress  you have made during tra ining and competition and
how your development has  affected you menta l ly and phys ica l ly.
The scout should bring a  letter from their parent, leader, or coach stating that they have participated in a  sport.  Please
bring your tra ining program and monitoring chart to camp.

5

Complete the activities  in FOUR of the fol lowing groups  and show improvement over a  three-month period. 

The scout can wri te recordings  of beginning and ending scores , times , or resul ts  and bring them to camp, Or record
beginning scores , times , or resul ts  at camp and complete at home.

2

Show that you are fami l iar with the terms  used to describe bi rds  by doing the fol lowing:
(a) Sketch or trace a  perched bi rd and then label  15 different parts  of the bi rd.
(b) Sketch or trace an extended wing and label  s ix types  of wing feathers .

The scout should bring the sketches  with them to camp.

5

Observe and be able to identify at least 20 species  of wi ld bi rds . Prepare a  field notebook, making a  separate entry for
each species , and record the fol lowing information from your field observations  and other references .
(a) Note the date and time.
(b) Note the location and habitat.
(c) Describe the bi rd's  main feeding habitat and l i st two types  of food that the bi rd i s  l ikely to eat.
(d) Note whether the bi rd i s  a  migrant or a  summer, winter, or year-round res ident of your area.

Bring the completed field notebook to camp.

7

Expla in the function of a  bi rd's  song. Be able to identify five of the 20 species  in your field notebook by song or ca l l  a lone.
Expla in the difference between songs  and ca l l s . For each of these five species , enter a  description of the song or ca l l , and
note the behavior of the bi rd making the sound. Note why you think the bi rd was  making the ca l l  or song that you heard.

Bring the completed field notebook to camp.

8

Do ONE of the fol lowing:
(a) Go on a  field trip with a  loca l  club or with others  who are knowledgeable about bi rds  in your area.
     (1) Keep a  l i st or fil l  out a  checkl i st of a l l  the bi rds  your group observed during the field trip.
     (2) Tel l  your counselor which bi rds  your group saw and why some species  were common and some were present in smal l
numbers .
     (3) Tel l  your counselor what makes  the area  you vis i ted good for finding bi rds .
(b) By us ing a  publ ic l ibrary, the internet, or contacting the National  Audubon Society, find the name and location of the
Christmas  Bi rd Count nearest your home and obta in the resul ts  of a  recent count.
     (1) Expla in what kinds  of information are col lected during the annual  event.
     (2) Tel l  your counselor which species  are most common, and expla in why these bi rds  are abundant.
     (3) Tel l  your counselor which species  are uncommon, and expla in why these were present in smal l  numbers . If the
number of bi rds  of these species  i s  decreas ing, expla in why, and what, i f anything, could be done to reverse their decl ine.
(c) Participate in a  bi rd banding program with an approved federa l  or state agency, univers i ty researcher, bi rd observatory, or
certified private individual .
     (1) Expla in who is  able to band bi rds  and why.
     (2) Expla in why bi rds  get banded.
     (3) Expla in what kinds  of bi rds  get banded.
     (4) Tel l  how the bi rds  were captured, the number of bi rd species  recorded during your vis i t, and your role in the program.

Bring materia ls  from the option you chose to show you participated in the research/trip.

9

Do ONE of the fol lowing. For the option you choose, describe what bi rds  you hope to attract, and why.
(a) Bui ld a  bi rd feeder and put i t in an appropriate place in your yard or another location.
(b) Bui ld a  bi rdbath and put i t in an appropriate place.
(c) Bui ld a  backyard sanctuary for bi rds  by planting trees  and shrubs  for food and cover.
(d) Bui ld a  nest box for a  species  of your choice us ing plans  approved by your counselor.
Bring pictures  and other mateia ls  of the completed project

(See groups in
pamphlet or online).
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Camping

Collections; by
appointment

4b

Help a  Scout patrol  or a  Webelos  Scout uni t in your area  prepare for an actua l  campout, including creating the duty roster,
menu planning, equipment needs , genera l  planning, and setting up camp.
Scout should bring a  letter from their Unit leader stating that they have prepared for a  campout with their Unit. Bring copies
of your duty roster, menus , and equipment needs  to camp or be prepared to ta lk about them and have a  note from your Unit
leader

7

Prepare for an overnight campout with your patrol : a . Make a  checkl i st of personal  and patrol  gear. b. Pack your own gear
and your share of the patrol  equipment and food for proper carrying...
You should bring a  completed gear checkl i st to camp and a  letter from your leader stating that you has  properly packed his
gear.

8d

Whi le camping in the outdoors , cook at least one breakfast, one lunch, and one dinner for your patrol  from the meals  you
have planned for requirement 8c. At least one of those meals  must be a  tra i l  meal  requiring the use of a  l ightweight stove.
Bring a  letter from you unit leader stating you have prepared these meals  for you uni t, or bring pictures  of the meal  and be
prepared to ta lk about cooking them

9. a , b

a . Camp a  tota l  of at least 20 days  and 20 nights .* Sleep each night under the sky or in a  tent you have pi tched. The 20 days
and 20 nights  must be at a  des ignated Scouting activi ty or event. You may use a  week of long-term camp toward this
requirement. If the camp provides  a  tent that has  a l ready been pi tched, you need not pi tch your own tent.
b. On any of these camping experiences , you must do TWO of the fol lowing, only with proper preparation and under
qual ified supervis ion:
1. Hike up a  mounta in, ga ining at least 1,000 vertica l  feet.
2. Backpack, snowshoe, or cross -country ski  for at least 4 mi les .
3. Take a  bike trip of at least 15 mi les  or at least four hours .
4. Take a  nonmotorized trip on the water of at least four hours  or 5 mi les .
5. Plan and carry out an overnight snow camping experience.
6. Rappel  down a  rappel  route of 30 feet or more.

The Scout must bring a  letter from their Unit leader stating that they have satisfied a l l  of the requirements  for Requirement
9. This  should state that the scout has  completed 20 days  of overnight camping, and that they have Done two of the s ix
activities  l i sted in 2b. 

Scout must have a  developed col lection, excluding coins  or stamps.
The scout should bring their actua l  col lection or photos  of their col lection to camp. Counselors  wi l l  discuss  requirements
with each scout during open program, but they should consul t Requirements  and be able to answer questions  about their
col lection before attending  the Class . If Interested please consul t requirements  onl ine before coming to camp

Requirement 9c. will be completed at camp

All

.
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Cooking

Electricity

4

Us ing the MyPlate food guide or the current USDA nutrition model , plan menus  for three ful l  days  of meals  (three
breakfasts , three lunches , and three dinners ) plus  one dessert. Your menus  should include enough to feed yoursel f and at
least one adult, keeping in mind any specia l  needs  (such as  food a l lergies ) and how you keep your foods  safe and free
from cross -contamination. Li st the equipment and utens i l s  needed to prepare and serve these meals . Then do the
fol lowing:
a . Find recipes  for each meal . Create a  shopping l i st for your meals  showing the amount of food needed to prepare for the
number of people you wi l l  serve. Determine the cost for each meal .
b. Share and discuss  your meal  plan and shopping l i st with your counselor.
c. Us ing at least five of the 10 cooking methods  from requirement 3, prepare and serve yoursel f and at least one adult
(parent, fami ly member, guardian, or other respons ible adult) one breakfast, one lunch, one dinner, and one dessert from
the meals  you planned.*
d. Time your cooking to have each meal  ready to serve at the proper time. Have an adult veri fy the preparation of the meal
to your counselor.
e. After each meal , ask a  person you served to eva luate the meal  on presentation and taste, then eva luate your own meal .
Discuss  what you learned with your counselor, including any adjustments  that could have improved or enhanced your
meals . Tel l  how planning and preparation help ensure a  successful  meal .
The scout can bring a  letter from their parent or leader stating that they have planned, cooked, and received eva luation of
their meals .  And scout should bring in a  copy of their menus , shopping l i sts , and equipment l i sts .

6

Tra i l  and backpacking meals . Do the fol lowing:
a . Us ing the MyPlate food guide or the current USDA nutrition model , plan a  meal  for tra i l  hiking or backpacking that
includes  one breakfast, one lunch, one dinner, and one
snack. These meals  must cons ider weight, not require refrigeration and are to be consumed by three to five people
(including you). Li st the equipment and utens i l s  needed to prepare and serve these meals .
b. Create a  shopping l i st for your meals , showing the amount of food needed to prepare and serve each meal , and the cost
for each meal .
c. Share and discuss  your meal  plan and shopping l i st with your counselor. Your plan must include how to repackage foods
for your hike or backpacking trip to el iminate as  much bulk, weight, and garbage as  poss ible.
d. Whi le on a  tra i l  hike or backpacking trip, prepare and serve two meals  and a  snack from the menu planned for this
requirement. At least one of those meals  must be cooked over a  fire, or an approved tra i l  stove (with proper supervis ion).**
e. After each meal , have those you served eva luate the meal  on presentation and taste, then eva luate your own meal .
Discuss  what you learned with your counselor, including any adjustments  that could have improved or enhanced your
meals . Tel l  how planning and preparation help ensure successful  tra i l  hiking or backpacking meals .
f. Expla in to your counselor how you should divide the food and cooking suppl ies  among the patrol  in order to share the
load. Discuss  how to properly clean the cooking area  and store your food to protect i t from animals .
Scouts  should bring a  letter from their leader stating that they have planned, cooked, and received eva luation for their
meals .  And scout should bring in a  copy of their menus , shopping l i sts , and equipment l i sts . Scout should be prepared to
ta lk about how they fol lowed outdoor ethics  principles

2

Complete an Electrica l  home safety inspection of your home, us ing the check l i st found in this  pamphlet (Electrici ty Meri t
badge Pamphlet) or one approved by your counselor. Discuss  what you find with your counselor
You can use the .Gov checkl i st below, or use the one from the electrici ty meri t badge pamphlet. Bring that checkl i st with you
to camp and be prepared to discuss . https ://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs -publ ic/513.pdf

7
Make a  floor plan wiring diagram of l ight, switches , and outlets  for a  room in your home. Show which fuse or ci rcui t breaker
protects  each one.
Bring this  diagram with you to camp  and be prepared to discuss
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Emergency
Preparedness

 

First Aid

Fishing

Game Design

1
Earn the Fi rst Aid meri t badge.

Scout can bring a  letter stating that they have earned Fi rst Aid or be concurrently enrol led in Fi rst Aid at camp.

7

Do the fol lowing:
a . Take part in an emergency service project, ei ther a  rea l  one or a  practice dri l l , wi th a  Scouting uni t or a  community agency.
b. Prepare a  written plan for mobi l i zing your troop when needed to do emergency service. If there i s  a l ready a  plan, expla in
i t. Tel l  your part in making i t work.
Scout should bring a  letter stating that they have taken part in an emergency dri l l  and share their experiences  with his
counselor. Scout should bring a  written plan or a  copy of the troop's  plan to camp.

8b
Prepare a  personal  emergency service pack for a  mobi l i zation ca l l . Prepare a  fami ly ki t (sui tcase or waterproof box) for use
by your fami ly in case an emergency evacuation is  needed. Expla in the needs  and uses  of the contents .
Scout can bring their actua l  service pack or a  photo of i t to camp.

1

Satisfy your counselor that you have current knowledge of a l l  first a id requirements  for Tenderfoot rank, Second Class  rank,
and Fi rst Class  rank.
Scout should bring a  note from their Scoutmaster stating that they have completed these rank requirements  or the
Scoutmaster may discuss  this  with the counselor at camp. Scout should stil l  be prepared to review these requirements  in
class  to demonstrate their knowledge

5

5. Do the fol lowing:
(a) Prepare a  first-a id ki t for your home. Display and discuss  i ts  contents  with your counselor.
(b) With an adult leader, inspect your troop's  first-a id ki t. Eva luate i t for completeness . Report your findings  to your
counselor and Scout leader.
a . Scout can bring their actua l  ki t to camp, or they may take photos  of the ki t and bring them to camp.
b. Please bring a  written eva luation of the first a id ki t to camp. This  can a lso be completed during the week in the camps i te
i f necessary.

9

Catch at least one fish and identify i t. If regulations  and heal th concerns  permit, clean and cook a  fish you have caught.
Otherwise, acquire a  fish and cook i t.
Scout can take photo of the fish when caught and when cooked, or bring a  letter from their leader or parent stating that they
have caught and cooked a  fish.

8

Do ONE of the fol lowing:

(a ) With your parent or guardian's  permiss ion and your counselor's  approval , vi s i t with a  profess ional  in the game
development industry and ask them about their job and how i t fits  into the overa l l  development process .

(b) Al ternatively, meet with a  profess ional  in game development education and discuss  the ski l l s  they emphas ize in the
classroom.
For Rochester troops , reaching out to RIT game development facul ty would be a  good option, each individual  Professor has
their contact information l i sted publ icly onl ine. Remeber when looking at this  requirement that Game des ign doesn't just
mean video games! If a  scout completed this  requirement they should come prepared with notes  from their interview, and
ready to discuss  the content with their counselor. Please remember that pre-requis i tes  can a lso be post-requis i tes  and
worked on after the summer; we expect a  fa i r number of scouts  to recieve partials  and work on this  requirement in the fa l l .
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Geocaching; By
Appointment

Hiking; By
Appointment

Lifesaving

Scouting
Heritage

7

With your parent or guardian's  permiss ion, go to www.geocaching.com. Type in your ci ty and state to locate publ ic
geocaches  in your area. Share with your counselor the posted information about three of those geocaches . Then, pick one
of the three and find the cache.
Scout can bring to camp a  print-out of three geocaches .  And scout can bring to camp a  letter stating that they have found
the cache or photos  of them finding the cache.

8c

Set up and hide a  publ ic geocache, fol lowing the guidel ines  in the Geocaching meri t badge pamphlet. Before doing so,
share with your counselor a  three-month maintenance plan for the geocache where you are personal ly respons ible for
those three months . After setting up the geocache, with your parent or guardian's  permiss ion, fol low the logs  onl ine for 30
days  and share them with your counselor. You must archive the geocache when you are no longer mainta ining i t.
Scout can bring a  letter to camp stating that they have set up a  geocache or photos  showing that they have set up a
geocache.  Scout can bring their maintenance plan to camp and report on the logs  onl ine for the 30 day period.

9

Plan a  geohunt for a  youth group such as  your troop or a  neighboring pack, at school , or your place of worship. Choose a
theme, set up a  course with at least four waypoints , teach the players  how to use a  GPS uni t, and play the game. Tel l  your
counselor about your experience, and share the materia ls  you used and developed for this  event.
Bring pictures , materia ls , and a  report to camp.

4

Take four 10-mi le hikes  and one 20-mi le hike, each on a  different day, and each of continuous  mi les . Prepare a  written hike
plan before each hike and share i t with your meri t badge counselor or a  des ignee for approval  before starting the hike.
Include map routes , a  clothing and equipment l i st, and a  l i st of i tems  for a  tra i l  lunch. You may stop for as  many short rest
periods  as  needed, as  wel l  as  one meal , during each hike, but not for an extended period such as  overnight.*
Scout should bring a  letter to camp from their leader stating that they have completed the five hikes . Bring a l l  hike plans  to
camp.

5

After each of the hikes  (or during each hike i f on one continuous  “trek”) in requirement 4, wri te a  short report on your hike.
For each hike, give the date and description (or map) of the route covered, the weather, any interesting things  you saw, and
any chal lenges  you had and how you overcame them. It may include something you learned about yoursel f, about the
outdoors , or about others  you were hiking with. Share this  with your meri t badge counselor.*
Scout should bring each report to camp for counselor review.

2a
Scout has  Completed or i s  Currently Taking the Swimming Meri t Badge

Have a  written letter or advancement record from your leader that you have completed swimming meri t badge

5

5. Learn about the history of your uni t or Scouting in your area. Interview at least two people (one from the past and one
from the present) associated with your troop. These individuals  could be adult uni t leaders , Scouts , troop committee
members , or representatives  of your troop's  chartered organization. Find out when your uni t was  origina l ly chartered. Create
a  report of your findings  on the history of your troop, and present i t to your patrol  or troop or at a  court of honor, and then
add i t to the troop's  l ibrary. This  presentation could be in the form of an ora l/written report, an exhibi t, a  scrapbook, or a
computer presentation such as  a  s l ide show.
Bring your report with you to camp, and be prepared to share with the class

6

6. Make a  col lection of some of your personal  patches  and other Scouting memorabi l ia . With their permiss ion, you may
include i tems  borrowed from fami ly members  or friends  who have been in Scouting in the past, or you may include
photographs  of these i tems. Show this  col lection to your counselor, and share what you have learned about i tems  in the
col lection. (There i s  no requirement regarding how large or smal l  this  col lection must be.)
Bring your col lection, or a  picture of your col lection and be prepared to discuss  with the class
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Signs Signals
and Codes; by
appointment

only

Sports

Theater

Wilderness
Survival

7

On a  Scout outing, lay out a  tra i l  for your patrol  or troop to fol low. Cover at least one mi le in distance and use at least s ix
different tra i l  s igns  and markers . After the Scouts  have completed the tra i l , fol low no-trace principles  by replacing or
returning tra i l  markers  to their origina l  locations .
Bring evidence to camp of this  tra i l  and a  group fol lowing this  tra i l .

4

With guidance from your counselor, establ i sh a  personal  tra ining program sui ted to the activities  you choose for
requirement 5. Then do the fol lowing:
(a) Create a  chart and use i t to track your tra ining, practice, and development in these sports  for one season (or four
months).
(b) Demonstrate proper technique for your two chosen sports .
(c) At the end of the season, share your completed chart with your counselor and discuss  how your participation in the
sports  you chose has  affected you menta l ly and phys ica l ly
Scout can bring their completed program and charted progress  to campand discuss  their experiences  with their counselor.

5

Take part for one season (or four months) as  a  competitive individual  or as  a  member of an organized team in TWO of the
fol lowing sports : basebal l , basketbal l , bowl ing, cross -country, diving, field hockey, flag footbal l , flag team, gol f, gymnastics ,
ice hockey, lacrosse, soccer, softbal l , spi ri t/cheerleading, swimming, tackle footbal l , table tennis , tennis , track & field,
vol leybal l , water polo and wrestl ing, and/or badminton. Your counselor may approve in advance other recognized sports .*
Then with your chosen sports  do the fol lowing:
(a) Give the rules  and etiquette for the two sports  you picked.
(b) Li st the equipment needed for the two sports  you chose. Describe the protective equipment and appropriate clothing (i f
any) and expla in why i t i s  needed.
(c) Draw diagrams of the playing areas  for your two sports .
Scouts  should bring a  letter from their parent, leader, or coach to camp stating that they have participated in two sports  for
one season each. 

1

5
5. Put together a  personal  surviva l  ki t and be able to expla in how each i tem in i t could be useful .
Scout can bring their actua l  ki t to camp, or they may take photos  of the ki t and bring them to camp. They should be able to
dicuss  each component of their ki t and why they chose to include i t

Martial Arts Involving Contact such as Wrestling, Karate, or Judo are not permitted by the BSA to Satisfy this
requirement.
1. See or read three full-length plays.* Write a review of each. Discuss with your counselor the plot or story. If you chose to
watch the plays, comment on the acting and the staging. (* Watching plays on television, video, or as a movie is not
permitted.)
Read/ view the plays and write your reviews before camp, bring your written reviews and be prepared to discuss at camp,
Plays/Musicals are both acceptible . Be prepared to discuss each show/play with the class
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Special Considerations
Merit Badge(s) Special Considerations

Basketry, Leatherwork, Space
Exploration, Woodcarving,

Animation,

Additional Costs:  

 $8-12, $9,  $12-20,  $4, $2-3,
BSA Aquatics Trainings,

Canoeing, Kayaking,
Lifesaving, Small Boat
Sailing, and Swimming

BSA Swim Check: 

Bird Study, Soil & Water,
Sustainability, Collections,

Photography, Fingerprinting. ,
Geocaching, Hiking, Signs,

Signals, and Codes, Rowing,
Cycling

Open Program and "By Appointment":  
Open Program Classes, 

 Must 

Athletics/Sports, Climbing Proper Footwear:  

Astronomy, Climbing, Cycling,
Aquatics Classes

Weather Dependent:  

IE: 

IE

Minimum Age:  11 Or Older: 12 or older: 
14 or older: Suggested 13+ or Previous Experience: 

Requirement Updates and Abridging:  

These meri t badges  require a  project ki t to be purchased at the Trading Post.  Ki ts  range in price, and some
badges  have severa l  ki t options  that are priced differently.
Basketry Leatherwork Space Exploration Woodcarving Animation 

These meri t badges  require the successful  completion of the BSA Swim Test at camp on Sunday afternoon
or Monday before class . Scouts  who tested before camp who are taking these classes  wi l l  have to Re-Test before
participating in classes

There are two kinds  of Meri t badges  that scouts  can take during Open Program times.
There are scheduled which wi l l  be advertized at a  specific time or times  through our Open Program
Schedule, and there are by "Appointment Badges" that area  staff can offer to scouts  depending on their schedule and
avai labi l i ty for that week. If your scouts  are interested in taking a  "By Appointment Class" you discuss  i t with the Area
director before the end of the day on Monday so that they can schedule a  time for you during the week. This  a l lows  us  to
schedule multiple scouts  for classes  at the same time, and make sure we have staff ava i lable who are qual ified to teach
the class . Many Open Program and " By Appointment" classes  require that scouts  have completed a  substantial  amount of
requirements  before camp, please consul t the pre-requis i tes  before s igning them up. Al l  of the Open Program and "By
Appointment" classes  for each area  are l i sted as  such in the 2021 Pioneer Program Guide

These meri t badges  require scouts  to bring proper footwear to class  (running shoes , sneakers , etc.) Dont
forget that Al l  scouts  should have good closed toed shoes  in camp, Sneakers  are a  must for most Sports  classes .

The completion of these meri t badges  can be affected by inclement Weather during the week you are
attending

Scouts  in Wi lderness  Surviva l  meri t badge wi l l  independently bui ld and spend one night in a  shel ter in or near their
uni ts ' camps i tes .

: Scouts  in Astronomy wi l l  participate in the "Star Party" evening program hosted by ECON
*

These meri t badges  and classes  have minimum age requirements :  Cl imbing Rifle
Shooting, Shotgun Shooting COPE, Mounta in Fox  Cycl ing, Envi ronmenta l
Science, Emergency Preparedness , Li fesaving, Smal l  Boat Sa i l ing

The above requirements  reflect the most recent vers ion of requirements  at the time of
publ ication in 2024.  Please refer to BSA Meri t Badge Pamphlets , www.meri tbadge.org, or SWC communications  for any
changes  or revis ions . Some requirements  have been abridged in this  document, please cons ider the ful l , offical  wording of
the requirement whi le preparing pre-requis i te materia ls . Al l  of these requirements  are just a  quick googles  search away
with "( ) Meri t Badge Requirements  BSA"

Various

Age Minimums

Potential Changes

For more information on these classes, please contact the Program Director*
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