Prerequisites for RPI Merit Badge Day - 2026
Inventing:
8
(a) Participate with a club or team (robotics team, science club, or engineering club) that builds a useful item. Share your experience with your counselor.
· Consider joining or attending an envent at one of your high school’s robotics, science, or tech club prior to the merit badge day.  They must build something during the event, and you need to be able to describe the build.
or
(b) Visit a museum or exhibit dedicated to an inventor or invention and create a presentation of your visit to share with a group such as your troop or patrol.
· Consider visiting Albany Science Museums (Emerging Technologies Exhibits), MiSci Schenectady’s (GE and historic collections exhibits), Burden Iron Works Museum (Troy)
Engineering:
1 Select a manufactured item in your home (such as a toy or an appliance) and, under adult supervision. Be ready to investigate how and why it works as it does with your counselor. Find out what sort of engineering activities were needed to create it. 
Entrepreneurship:
4 Think of as many ideas for a business as you can and write them down. From your list, select three ideas you believe represent the best opportunities. Choose one of these and explain to your counselor why you selected it and why you feel it can be successful.
Electricity:
2 Complete an electrical home safety inspection of your home, using the checklist found in the Electricity merit badge pamphlet or one approved by your counselor. Discuss what you find with your counselor.  Electrical Fire Safety Checklist (PDF)
8A Read a meter associated with an electric bill
9A Be able to explain the following Electrical terms: current, energy, power, resistance, and voltage  Electrical Terms Explained (website)


