
CITIZENSHIP IN 
THE NATION 
MERIT BADGE
SCOUTING AT HOME INITIATIVE 



OVERVIEW

Completed in Class
• Requirement 1 
• Requirement 4 
• Requirement 5 
• Requirement 7 

Homework Requirements
• Requirement 2
• Requirement 3 
• Requirement 6  
• Requirement 8



CLASS DISCUSSION



REQUIREMENT 1 – CLASS DISCUSSION

• Explain what citizenship in the 
nation means and what it takes 
to be a good citizen of this 
country. Discuss the rights, 
duties, and obligations of a 
responsible and active American 
citizen.



Your Rights
• Freedom to express yourself.
• Freedom to worship as you wish.
• Right to a prompt, fair trial by jury.
• Right to vote in elections for public officials.
• Right to apply for federal employment 

requiring U.S. citizenship.
• Right to run for elected office.
• Freedom to pursue “life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness.”

Your Responsibilities 
• Support and defend the Constitution.
• Stay informed of the issues affecting your 

community.
• Participate in the democratic process.
• Respect and obey federal, state, and local laws.
• Respect the rights, beliefs, and opinions of others.
• Participate in your local community.
• Pay income and other taxes honestly, and on time, 

to federal, state, and local authorities.
• Serve on a jury when called upon.
• Defend the country if the need should arise.

REQUIREMENT 1 – CLASS DISCUSSION



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION

• Discuss each of the following documents 
with your counselor. Tell how you feel life in 
the United States might be different without 
each one. Then choose one document and 
explain how it impacts you and your family. 

• a. Declaration of Independence 
• b. Preamble to the Constitution 
• c. The Constitution 
• d. Bill of Rights 
• e. Amendments to the Constitution



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

• The Declaration of Independence
• “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 

all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

• 56 Signatories to the Declaration 

• Historical Significance of the Declaration



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE CONSTITUTION

• Article 1:  The legislative article lays out the structure and 
powers of the legislative branch 

• Article 2:  The executive article lays out the structure and powers 
of the executive branch 

• Article 3:  The judicial article establishes a national judiciary and 
gives Congress the power to create additional court systems 

• Article 4: Deals with the relationships between states 

• Article 5: Provides methods for amending the Constitution 

• Article 6: Deals with the National Debt 

• Article 7: Provides provisions for ratification of the Constitution



The Bill of Rights – Amendments 1 - 5 

REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE BILL OF RIGHTS



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE BILL OF RIGHTS

The Bill of Rights – Amendments 6 - 10 



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

The Bill of Rights
• Amendments 1 – 10

Presidential Amendments
• Amendment 12 – Changed electoral college voting so each elector must cast 

distinct votes for President and Vice President, instead of casting two votes for 
President

• Amendment 20 – Moved the beginning and end of terms for the President and 
Congress, which limited the lame duck period after an election

• Amendment 22 – Presidential Term Limits

• Amendment 25 – Presidential Succession and Impairment



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Civil War Amendments
• Amendment 13 – Outlawing Slavery

• Amendment 14 – Equal Protection of the Laws

• Amendment 15 – Right to vote regardless of race or previous 
condition of servitude

Congressional Amendments

• Amendment 17 – Direct election of Senators

• Amendment 27 – Limitation on congressional pay raises



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Voting Rights Amendments

• Amendment 15 – Right to vote regardless of race or 
previous condition of servitude

• Amendment 19 – Women’s Right to Vote

• Amendment 23 – Electoral Vote for DC

• Amendment 24 – Bans the Poll Tax

• Amendment 26 – Right to vote at age 18



REQUIREMENT 4 – DISCUSSION
THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Prohibition Amendments 
• Amendment 18 – Prohibition on Alcohol

• Amendment 21 – Repeals the Prohibition on Alcohol

Additional Amendments impacting states and the people

• Amendment 11 – Prevents citizens from suing a state in 
federal court

• Amendment 16 – Income Taxes



REQUIREMENT 5 – DISCUSSION

• List the six functions of government as noted in the 
preamble to the Constitution. Discuss with your counselor 
how these functions affect your family and local 
community.

"We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, 
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America."



REQUIREMENT 7 – DISCUSSION

• Name the three branches of our 
federal government and explain to 
your counselor their functions. Explain 
how citizens can be involved in each 
branch. Explain the importance of our 
checks and balances system. Describe 
how each branch “checks” and 
“balances” the others.



REQUIREMENT 7 – DISCUSSION



HOMEWORK



REQUIREMENT 2 – CLASS DISCUSSION AND HOMEWORK

• 2. Do TWO of the following: 

• a. Visit a place that is listed as a National 
Historic Landmark or that is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. Tell 
your counselor what you learned about the 
landmark or site and what you found 
interesting about it. 

• b. Tour your state capitol building or the 
U.S. Capitol. Tell your counselor what you 
learned about the capitol, its function, and 
its history.



REQUIREMENT 2 – CLASS DISCUSSION AND HOMEWORK

• 2. Do TWO of the following: 

• c. Tour a federal facility. Explain to your counselor 
what you saw there and what you learned about its 
function in the local community and how it serves this 
nation. 

• d. Choose a national monument that interests you. 
Using books, brochures, the Internet (with your 
parent’s permission), and other resources, find out 
more about the monument. Tell your counselor what 
you learned, and explain why the monument is 
important to this country’s citizens.



REQUIREMENT 2 INSTRUCTIONS DURING THE PANDEMIC

• If you completed requirements 2a, 2b, 2c 
prior to the pandemic and you were a 
Scout at the time, please write up what 
you did and send it to your merit badge 
instructor

• If you were not able to do these 
requirements prior to the pandemic, 
please watch the virtual tour videos on the 
following slides and write up what you 
learned for requirement 2b.

• Requirement 2d can be completed from 
home. 



REQUIREMENT 2B–VIDEOS LESSONS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

US House History Collection

A Curator’s Tour of the House North Corridor:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxbndYo7cB8

A Curator’s Tour of the House’s East Grand Staircase
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8JRlk9miac

A Curator’s Tour of the House West Grand Staircase:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znm7Q4ji0R4

A Curator’s Tour of Art in the Capitol Rotunda:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avw8XK_5ZNo

Symbolism in the U.S. Capitol – Native Americans:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhU01OZZw0w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxbndYo7cB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8JRlk9miac
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=znm7Q4ji0R4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avw8XK_5ZNo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhU01OZZw0w


REQUIREMENT 2B–VIDEOS LESSONS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

US House History Collection

A Curator’s Tour of the House Chamber: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmPAOschF1o

A Curator’s Tour of the Speaker’s Lobby:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-aTwl5U61Q

A Curator’s Tour of Statuary Hall:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrVt_Lp-pc4

The Lindy Claiborne Boggs Room: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaMQHYvcK8I

Symbolism in the House Chamber: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHN-sUvs7gs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FmPAOschF1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-aTwl5U61Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrVt_Lp-pc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaMQHYvcK8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MHN-sUvs7gs


REQUIREMENT 2B–VIDEOS LESSONS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

Architect of the Capitol

Inauguration at the U.S. Capitol:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as5J-RUTW3w

In Celebration of the U.S. Capitol Dome: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azMdEHP-FL0&t=350s

Tiny Doors in the U.S. Capitol:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aizDj6gp0g0

Haunted Halls: Creepy Capitol Legends:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hnCD_PBRfw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=as5J-RUTW3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=azMdEHP-FL0&t=350s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aizDj6gp0g0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hnCD_PBRfw


REQUIREMENT 2B–VIDEOS LESSONS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

Architect of the Capitol

The History of the United States Capitol Building:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmo-A_8HoOM&t=110s

Celebrate Capitol Grounds:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ao3mxCVxIDM

Olmsted’s Plan for the U.S. Capitol:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAQfmvMN5jk

Building the Capitol Visitors Center:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVGHYBrqS6M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jmo-A_8HoOM&t=110s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ao3mxCVxIDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAQfmvMN5jk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVGHYBrqS6M


REQUIREMENT 2B–VIDEOS LESSONS OF THE U.S. CAPITOL

CSPAN
The Senate Chamber: 
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-4/senate-chamber

The Capitol Documentary on the Senate Chamber
https://www.c-span.org/video/?323550-2/capitol-documentary-
senate-chamber

The Old Senate Chamber
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-3/senate-chamber

The President’s Room
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-6/presidents-room

Old Supreme Court Chamber:
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-9/supreme-court-
chamber

https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-4/senate-chamber
https://www.c-span.org/video/?323550-2/capitol-documentary-senate-chamber
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-3/senate-chamber
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-6/presidents-room
https://www.c-span.org/video/?192302-9/supreme-court-chamber


REQUIREMENT 3 – HOMEWORK

• Watch the national evening news five 
days in a row OR read the front page 
of a major daily newspaper five days 
in a row. Discuss the national issues 
you learned about with your 
counselor. Choose one of the issues 
and explain how it affects you and 
your family.



REQUIREMENT 6 – HOMEWORK 

• With your counselor’s approval, choose a speech of national 
historical importance. Find out about the author, and tell your 
counselor about the person who gave the speech. Explain the 
importance of the speech at the time it was given, and tell how it 
applies to American citizens today. Choose a sentence or two from 
the speech that has significant meaning to you, and tell your 
counselor why.

• Please feel free to pull speeches from the American Rhetoric 
webpage.  All speeches on that webpage are approved by your 
Merit Badge Instructor for use.

• https://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html

https://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html


REQUIREMENT 8 - HOMEWORK

• Name your two senators and a 
member of Congress from your 
congressional district. Write a letter 
about a national issue and send it to 
one of these elected officials, sharing 
your view with him or her. Show your 
letter to your counselor, along with 
any response you might receive.



REQUIREMENT 8 - HOMEWORK

• To Find and Contact your 
Senator: 
https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact

• To Find and Contact you 
Representative: 
https://www.house.gov/representatives/fi
nd-your-representative

https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative

	Citizenship in the Nation Merit Badge
	Overview
	�Class Discussion
	Requirement 1 – Class Discussion
	Requirement 1 – Class Discussion
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Declaration Of independence
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Constitution
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Bill of Rights
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Bill of Rights
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Amendments to the constitution
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Amendments to the constitution
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Amendments to the constitution
	Requirement 4 – DISCUSSION�The Amendments to the constitution
	Requirement 5 – DISCUSSION
	Requirement 7 – Discussion
	Requirement 7 – Discussion
	�HOMEWORK
	Requirement 2 – Class Discussion and Homework
	Requirement 2 – Class Discussion and Homework
	Requirement 2 Instructions during the pandemic
	Requirement 2b– Videos lessons of the U.S. Capitol
	Requirement 2b– Videos lessons of the U.S. Capitol
	Requirement 2b– Videos lessons of the U.S. Capitol
	Requirement 2b– Videos lessons of the U.S. Capitol
	Requirement 2b– Videos lessons of the U.S. Capitol
	Requirement 3 – Homework
	Requirement 6 – HOMEWORK 
	Requirement 8 - HOMEWORK
	Requirement 8 - HOMEWORK

