
1st Year Camper Programs at Greater St. Louis Area
Councils Scouts BSA Summer Camps

New in 2022, the Greater St. Louis Area Council is launching the Wayfinder Program for first
year campers at all of our Scouts BSA Summer Camps. This program replaces the previous first
year camper programs that, depending on the camp, were known as Voyageur, Pathfinders, or
Valiant Quest. The basics of the new program are:

- Scouts may now register for individual rank sessions based on their needs. Sessions are
divided into Scout and Tenderfoot, Second Class, and First Class. Each session is one
hour long and meets Monday through Friday.

- Like merit badge registration, you can select the sessions that each scout needs, or
select “All Sessions” to automatically enroll in the sessions for each rank (i.e. the full
program).

- Merit badges are no longer automatically included in the program. Depending on the
number of rank sessions in which the scout is enrolled, he or she may register for 3-5
merit badges of their choice. The rank sessions have been scheduled to offer at least
one Swimming merit badge session at a non-conflicting time.

- There is no fee for the Wayfinder program.

FAQ

1. Why the change?
Feedback from our leaders has made it clear that first year campers enter camp with
various levels of advancement. This new program will allow the camper’s summer camp
experience to focus on what they need to complete, and open up other times for
additional programs.

2. What requirements are covered in each of the rank sessions?
This varies by camp, but generally the following requirements are taught:

● Scout - 1a, 1b, 1c, 1f, 3b, 4a, 4b, 5
● Tenderfoot - 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d, 4a, 4b, 4d, 7a
● Second Class - 2b, 2c, 2f, 2g, 3b, 3c, 6a, 6b, 6c, 6d, 6e, 8a, 8b, 9a, 9b
● First Class - 3a, 3b, 3c, 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, 7e, 7f

Summer camp staff do not “sign off” on these requirements. The Scout’s approval of the
completion of these requirements should be managed by the Unit Leader (Guide to
Advancement, Page 19). Troops will receive a printout at the end of their week showing
which requirements were covered.

3. Is the patrol element of the 1st Year Camper Program being maintained?
Yes, this is a critical element to the first year camper program and will be continued.
Patrols will be based on each rank session. As best as possible, scouts taking multiple
sessions will be in a patrol with other scouts taking the same sessions.

4. Are more merit badges available to first year campers than in the past?
Yes, many of the merit badges we offer are now open to all Scouts. Some do have age
requirements, which are indicated in the merit badge catalog and spreadsheet. Scouts
should consult with the Scoutmaster on which badges they wish to take.

https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf
https://filestore.scouting.org/filestore/pdf/33088.pdf


5. Is there anything unique about each camp’s program anymore?
Yes, each camp still has elements of their program that are only done there. For
example, S-F participants will continue their hike to Castle Rock, Camp Lewallen
participants will do their Pine Forest campfire, and Rhodes France participants will do
their ice cream social.


