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A michiganscouting.org
Scouting @7 America

Michigan Crossroads Council m hﬁ a M

All Scouts, Family Members, Volunteers, and Community Leaders,

Let us welcome you to the Inaugural Operation Rendezvous. This exciting event will be the largest
Scouting America event in Michigan in 2026!

We have planned for you an event bursting with adventure, hands-on activities, and outdoor events
full of both Scouting tradition and Military Displays. This event is first and foremost FUN, and the
multi-layered program is designed to provide memorable experiences for attendees of all ages. Both
male and female members of Cub Scouting, Scouts BSA, Venturing Crews, Sea Scouting, and Exploring
will find unique opportunities not available elsewhere. This Leaders’ Guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about the 2026 Rendezvous.

On behalf of the more than 250+ volunteer and professional staff members who have dared to
produce such an event, we thank you for your interest and attendance. We hope we can be of service
to your Scouts and look forward to providing a momentous experience that brings the camaraderie,
adventure, and spirit of Scouting to life.

Special thanks to the Michigan National Guard, without which this event would not have occurred.

We hope you are as excited as we are to be at the 2026 Rendezvous!

Yours in Scouting,

Dane Bezewmek qary Gilger Sue Frieberg

2026 Chairman Rendezvous 2026 Staff Advisor Administration

Beth Paling Rick Todd George Kotkowicz
Registration Housing Program Chair
Mavia Peralta Sue Kelley Nick Birchweler
STEM Chair Safety and Security Safety and Security




REGISTRATION

Registration is quick and easy. Due to the nature of the event and it being inaugural, all registration must be by
unit (Pack, Troop, Crew, Ship, or Post)

Registration Fees

Regular Registration Through 8/30: $65.00 per person Youth or Adult
Operation Rendezvous — Michigan 8/31 -9/4: $75.00 per person Youth or Adult Member
Crossroads Council | Scouting America

Staff and OA Service Corp Registration $25 per person

Additional Information & Questions:

Email: rendezvous@michiganscouting.org

Website: Operation Rendezvous — Michigan Crossroads Council | Scouting America

Free Downloadable Event App: https://michiganscouting.org/event-app/



https://michiganscouting.org/operation-rendezvous/
https://michiganscouting.org/operation-rendezvous/
mailto:rendezvous@michiganscouting.org
https://michiganscouting.org/operation-rendezvous/
https://michiganscouting.org/event-app/

On-Site Registration Process
=>» Before you arrive, each adult must submit an online registration to gain access to Camp Grayling.
=>» Everyone will first check in at the Camp Grayling main gate at 4 Howe Rd, Grayling, M.
=>» You will then check in with Operation Rendezvous staff for directions to your barracks.
=>» You will proceed to your assigned barracks and park outside.
=>» Registration team members will be at the barracks to direct you to your specific building and floor.

Registration Information Packet: Will include a name tag for each participant, Participant Patches, Map
Pocket Guides, and final information for unit leaders. All unit leaders must submit a completed Rendezvous
Unit Roster through the online registration system.

Identification

We will identify all Rendezvous 2026 participants and staff with a name tag. Every participant, youth and
adult, MUST always wear the Rendezvous 2026 name tag. Participant and staff name tags can be picked up
Friday night or Saturday morning at the main registration sites.

Name tags will indicate your meal shift and whether you have dietary needs.




Driving Directions

Camp Grayling

From Interstate 75 take exit 254 for I-75 BUS toward Downtown Grayling/M-72
Turn left at M-72 W/M-93 S/Fig Street
Turn left onto M-93 S
At the traffic circle, take the 1% exit onto Howe Rd
Stop at the Camp Grayling main gate




Rules

The Scout Oath, the Scout Law, and the Outdoor Code serve as the rulebook for all Scouting events. In
addition, the following rules must be observed:

We ask that all leaders and adults assist us in enforcing these rules.

The Buddy system must always be used.

Two Deep Leadership always.

Do not put cans, bottles, trash, garbage, or wastewater into portable toilets.
Do not interfere with other people or groups using Camp Grayling.

Climbing, cutting, or disfiguring of any standing trees or shrubs is prohibited.
No digging at Camp Grayling.

No alcohol, Marijuana, or illegal drugs/substances allowed.

No fireworks.

No pets.

No sheath knives or explosives will be allowed in Camp Grayling. We will honor State and Federal law and
Guide to Safe Scouting related to personal firearms.

No skateboards, roller skates, in-line skates, power scooters, or similar devices will be permitted.
Drivers and passengers must always wear seatbelts while riding in a vehicle.
No person may ride in cargo beds or sit loose in vans.

Park only where the parking attendants instruct you to park.

Some areas are off-limits to participants of Rendezvous 2026. Please stay out of areas marked off-limits.
Personal drone usage is prohibited.

Units and/or individuals may be billed for any damage.

Do not interfere with or obstruct military or Rendezvous 2026 staff.

Failure to comply with any of these rules may result in ejection, forfeiture of camping/attendance rights,
and/or prosecution.

Smoking, Chewing Tobacco, and Vaping

We encourage leaders to take one additional step toward setting a good example for the youth of our council.
Please take a weekend break from the use of all tobacco and vaping products. Young minds are
impressionable, and Scouting youth frequently look to their leaders as role models.

Youth Protection

Scouting America has adopted and implemented policies for the safety and well-being of its members — youth
and adults. Following these policies and ensuring the Rendezvous is a safe environment, the following policies
will be enforced:

All adults accompanying a Scouting Unit and Volunteering to Staff activities must be current with
Safeguarding Youth Training. (https://scouting.org/training/youth-protection/)

Scouting’s Barriers to Abuse will be adhered to such as two-deep Leadership, no bullying, harassment and
cyberbullying are prohibited. (https://www.scouting.org/health-safety/gss/)

Safeguarding Youth Training is free online, you do not need to be registered with BSA to complete the
course, and SYT certification is valid for 1 year.



https://scouting.org/training/youth-protection/
https://www.scouting.org/health-safety/gss/

Health and Safety Information

Emergency Phone Number — 989-245-7584
There will be a dedicated emergency phone number for the event. It is only used for emergencies.

First Aid

There will be 24-hour Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) coverage at the Physical Arrangements site for the
duration of the Rendezvous. There will be a mobile EMT/Medic on a golf cart. On Saturday, the First Aid tent
will be staffed with First Aid personnel from 8:00 am - 7:00 pm, along with the mobile EMT/Medic patrolling
the entire event area by golf cart. After 7:00 pm on Saturday, the First Aid personnel and mobile EMT/Medic
will be in the show area.

All medical care beyond minor cuts and scratches should be referred to the First Aid station. Whenever
possible, Rendezvous 2026 participants should advise their unit leader whenever they are feeling ill. All
injuries must be reported to the First Aid Station.

Emergency Situations
Warning signals will sound in the unlikely event of an emergency. Please follow the instructions provided if a
warning signal sounds.

Medical Emergencies
In case of emergency, either call the Emergency Phone number 989-245-7584 or seek assistance from
Rendezvous Staff.

Inclement Weather/Thunderstorms/Lightning Safety
Seek shelter in designated areas.

Tornado Safety
Seek shelter and stay away from windows. Get out of automobiles. Lie flat in a nearby ditch or depression.
Avoid flying debris.

Guide to Safe Scouting
All leaders and adults should follow the Guide to Safe Scouting at all times during the Rendezvous 2026.
https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/

Health Forms

An Annual Health and Medical Record is required for all youth and adult participants in a Scouting activity such
as the Rendezvous. Leaders should keep their unit’s health forms on-site with their unit. The information will
provide helpful information to the onsite medical team in the event of aniillness or injury while also providing
emergency contact information. The information contained is respected and treated as confidential.

All 2026 Rendezvous participants must complete Part A and Part B of the Personal Health and Annual Health
and Medical Record. The form can be found at: https://michiganscouting.org/new-bsa-medical-form/

Parking
Parking will be at the assigned barracks. Others will be directed to parking upon arrival at Camp Grayling

Policy on Traffic Safety
Pre-Approved motor vehicles be used to transport materials, supplies, and certain personnel throughout the
Rendezvous 2026. It is in the best interests of all participants to respect the following guidelines.

Pedestrians



https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/
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= Walk on the left shoulder of the road facing traffic and carry a flashlight at night.
= Walk on sidewalks as much as possible.
= Stay off the roadway and cross only at established crossings.

" Give emergency vehicles (with flashing lights) the right-of-way.

Motor Vehicles
= Use of motor vehicles on the Rendezvous 2026 site is by approval only.
= Always “buckle up” your seat belt; insist passengers do likewise!
= Travel slower than the posted speed limits, as this is a highly congested area.
= Truck beds must not be used for transporting passengers.
= Give the right-of-way to all pedestrians.
= Give the right-of-way to emergency vehicles with flashing lights.
= Both vehicle and pedestrian traffic rules will be rigidly enforced.

What to Bring and Wear

Food for Participants
Meals will be served in assigned shifts at the Camp Grayling mess hall. Name tags will indicate your assigned
shift. Please adhere to this time.

Personal Gear
The following list is provided to help campers select their personal gear. Refer to your Scout Handbook for
additional assistance.

The following list is provided to assist Cub Scouts, Scouts BSA, and Venturers in the selection of their
personal gear and is intended to be supplemented by Unit Equipment for Troops and Crews.

e Completed Medical Release Form (including e Sleeping Pad
signed photo release page) e Sunscreen
e Uniform: Cub Scouts / Scouts BSA / Venturers e Insect and Mosquito Repellent
and can wear activity (Scout t-shirt) during e Rain Gear
the day. BSA Field (Class A) uniforms are e Toiletries
recommended for Sunday religious services e Sunglasses
(but not required). Appropriate clothing for e Personal First Aid Kit
weather conditions — including proper shoes e Small flashlight
e Scout Hat for shade e Camera
o Towel e Money (Trading Post will be open)
e Sleeping Bag

Housing Information

All participants will sleep in assigned barracks. The Guide to Safe Scouting does allow mixed sleeping
arrangements if necessary. Units will be assigned areas together with adults and Scouts sharing space.
Participants may wish to bring sheets to tent in their bunks for additional privacy.

Restroom Facilities and Showers

Each barrack has restroom facilities. Due to facilities, restrooms will be assigned by gender. Adults and Youth
restrooms will be assigned or will have hours for youth and adults. Each barrack is set up differently, so
participants will be briefed upon check-in.

Access to Electricity




Electricity is available in the barracks. Please use proper multi-outlet surge protectors and do not daisy-chain
extension cords.

Care of Valuables

Each Troop should make arrangements for the safe storage of members’ valuables. Do not wear or carry any
more valuables than necessary with you while out on Rendezvous 2026 activities. We cannot be responsible
for lost or stolen items. However, there will be a Lost and Found area at the Event Headquarters (HQ). If
items are lost, please check the Event HQ before leaving Rendezvous 2026.

Policing of Grounds

One of the big problems in connection with the operation of the scope of Rendezvous 2026 is maintaining
orderly and neat conditions in heavily used areas. All Scouts and leaders are asked to see that all trash is
deposited in the containers provided. Consistent leadership in this regard will help prevent a major problem.
Every Scout and leader should make it a practice and a tradition not to pass by trash—pick it up and putitin
the proper container.

On Sunday, units will be expected to clean their barrack space per the guidelines set by the National Guard.
We will share these guidelines at check-in.
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General Information

Uniforms
Cub Scouts, Scout BSA, Venturers, Sea Scouts and their leaders are encouraged to wear the Scout Activity
Uniform (Scout T-shirt and Scout Pants).

Note: Participate in challenge courses in clothes that can get dirty and possibly stained. Several courses will
result in participants getting wet and/or muddy.

Trading Post
The MCC Scout Shop will offer general Scouting goods as well as Rendezvous 2026 branded items on-site
during the event.

Patch Trading

Patch trading is allowed and encouraged throughout Rendezvous 2026.

Golf Carts
Golf Carts are for staff use only. Except in emergencies, participants may not ride in or on golf carts or Gators.

Order of the Arrow Service Corps

Order of the Arrow members of Mishigami Lodge #29 (https://mishigami.org/) will be on-site throughout
Rendezvous 2026. All OA Service Corps members should always wear their Sash during the event for
additional identification.

Order of the Arrow Service Corps members will sleep in the barracks and eat in the mess hall.

Lost and Found

A lost-and-found department will be located near Rendezvous 2026 Event Headquarters. People seeking
lost articles should report to the lost-and-found area and fill out an identification card describing the
missing item. To prevent the loss of valuables, everyone should mark uniforms and personal equipment
with their name, home address, and phone number.

Photo Releases

The Michigan Crossroads Council (MCC) would like to use photos and videos taken during the Rendezvous
2026 for promotional and marketing purposes. Photographs will be used only in MCC print and electronic
materials, such as brochures, flyers, presentation slides, and the website.

The MCC respects the privacy of all our Scouts; therefore, we will not publish names when using photographs
in printed and electronic media.

Photo Release forms are Part A of the BSA Health Form required for any Scouting activity.

Friday Night Events

See schedule for timing and locations.

Opening Ceremony
The opening ceremony will be held at 9:00 AM on Saturday at the parade field east. Each Scout unit should
designate two flag bearers for the ceremony. One for the unit’s flag and one for the unit’s country flag.

Saturday Night Show

The Show will begin at 7:00 pm on Saturday night. There is no formal “march” to the show.

Note: Please be advised that we will be sitting on the ground. Stadium seats or ground cloths that do not raise
your body above ground level are permitted. For those attending who would like to use chairs, you will be

11
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asked to sit in the back so as not to obstruct anyone’s view. We do suggest that you dress for the weather and
that you plan to bring water to keep yourself hydrated.
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Operation Rendezvous - Schedule and Activities

Operation Rendezvous 2026 has a multitude of activities and challenges. Most program areas are not split by
age, rank, or program level within Scouting America; rather, any scout, participant, or visitor may attend any
area. All areas have activities that all age groups can use, but not all ages may participate in each activity. (.22
Long Rifle Range is for Troop Scouts and older) Scouting America Age-Appropriate Guidelines and the Guide to
Safe Scouting govern minimum ages on certain events. https://www.scouting.org/health-and-safety/gss/

Friday, September 18, 2026

3:00pm —10:00 pm
5:00pm —9:00 pm
5:00pm —=9:00 pm
5:00pm —9:00pm
5:00pm —7:30pm
7:30pm —8:00pm
8:00pm —9:00 pm
7:30pm —8:30pm
10:00 pm

11:00 pm

Scout units check in/registration and move into barracks
Scout Museum opens in Building 353 / Trading Post Bldg 353 or Parade Field

Adventure Point Climbing Wall, Inflatable Archery Range open

Inflatable Bounce Houses open

STEM Activities open in and around Building 353

POW/ MIA Ceremony — Camp Memorial Walk next to Camp Chapel, across from the PX
Night Hike — Meet on the North Side of the Parade Field at the Grandstand Podium
Glow Frisbees — Parade Field Grandstand before the Night Hike

All Leaders Meeting - Pack leaders, Scoutmasters, SPLs at the Mess Hall - Bldg 631M
Lights Out - TAPS plays on Camp Grayling Public Address System

Saturday, September 19, 2026

7:00 am
7:00am-12:00 pm
7:00 am-9:00 am
8:30am —9:00am
9:00am—9:15am
9:15 am —noon
11:00-1:30 pm
Noon —1:00 pm
1:.00-5:00 pm
5:00-7:00 pm
6:30pm- 7:00pm
7:00pm —9:30pm
8:00pm-9:00pm
9:30pm -10:00pm
10:00pm -10:30pm
11:00 pm

Wake up! — Reveille plays on Camp Grayling Public Address System
Registration for Saturday arrival at the event Registration Area
Breakfast @ Mess Hall at assigned shift by Color Group

Gather and Organize by Unit at the Parade Field

Opening Ceremony at Parade Field

All Events, Activities & Exhibits Open

Lunch for Participants - Mess Hall at assigned shift by Color Group

Staff lunch shifts / some staff lunches may be served at the event areas
All Activities & Exhibits Re-Open

Dinner Time - Mess Hall at assigned shifts by Color Group

Gather for Arena Show — Parade Field Grandstand Area

Evening Events Begin — Army Band “Live Fire” at the Grandstand
Honored Eagle Ceremony at the Waterfront (enter behind Grandstand) AOL and Older
All Event Activities End — Gather for Fireworks at the Waterfront Area
Fireworks Show and Finale!

Lights Out - TAPS plays on Camp Grayling Public Address System

13
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Sunday, September 20, 2026 - THERE IS NO ORGANIZED CLOSING EVENT ON SUNDAY

7:00 am Wake up! — Reveille plays on Camp Grayling Public Address System

7:00am —9:30am  Continental Breakfast on the Go! Pick up at Mess Hall Area Bldg 631M

10:00 am —10:30am A Scout is Reverent- Scouts Own! - Religious Service at the Unit Level

10:00 am —12:00pm Scout Barracks Check-out Begins / Exit Packets are distributed by Admin and Reg Team
Participants will begin departing AFTER Barracks Check out and Exit Packets are Issued.

14




Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about Rendezvous 2026

What is Operation Rendezvous?

Operation Rendezvous is a premier event of the Michigan Crossroads Council in partnership with the Michigan
Army National Guard. It is designed to create a pinnacle experience for Scouts and Scouters, build enthusiasm

for Scouting, and introduce our program to others in our community. The program will focus on Scouting
activities.

Scouting America Sponsored Activities:

Activities include but are not limited to the following:

1.

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

Scout Night Hike and Glow Frisbees — Friday Night at the Grandstand

Adventure Point - Climbing Tower and Inflatable Archery Ranges, Inflatable Bounce Houses,

Range and Target Activities (RATA) on a Military Range Complex- including BB Guns, Archery, and Sling
Shots, .22 Long Rifle Shooting Opportunities for older TROOP SCOUTS ONLY, sorry No Cub Scouts on
the .22LR Range)

STEM Activities Area — Indoor and Outdoor STEM Activities!

Water Rockets — Bring some 2 Liter Bottles to Build and Fly a Rocket!

Mini STEM Drones — Build and fly your own mini STEM Drone (no personal drones are allowed, please)
- Sign up for a Drone educational Saturday time slot when you arrive on Friday night

Monkey Bridge Test your Balance and cross the bridge

Native American Display

Patch Trading — Bring and Show, Buy and Sell

Fly Fishing Demo - Fly Tying and Fly Casting and much more (see Appendix E). In addition, there will
also be an exhibit

Live Music at the Grandstand Saturday Night!

Military Sponsored Events include:

Humvee Rides around Camp Grayling — Ride Along in an Army Humvee!

Military Equipment Displays on the Parade Field — Check out The National Guard's military vehicles!
“Practice” Army Fitness Test Demonstration and Tryout — Are You Tough Enough to Be a Soldier?
Inflatable Obstacle Challenge Course — Run a “Kid-Friendly” Obstacle Course

Military Simulators — EST 2000 — Shoot on an Electronic Military Range Simulator!

Possible Aviation Demo — UH-60 Blackhawk Fly-in, Military Drone Demo! (Weather Dependent)

v e wN R

Where will Operation Rendezvous take place?

Camp Grayling, Grayling, Michigan — +44.6349 N, -84.7844 W Google Maps- Main Gate Security Checkpoint

What is included and excluded in the price of admission?

The admission fee includes:
An opportunity for the youth participants to take part in a multitude of fun-filled, age-appropriate
events and activities during Operation Rendezvous 2026.
A patch for all participants.
15




= Saturday breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Sunday continental breakfast.

= Pocket Guide and free Event App (Download Free App here: https://michiganscouting.org/event-app/)

= Friday Night Field Activities

=  Full Complement of Scout and Military Sponsored Activities on Saturday

= Shooting Sports on a Military Range — Archery, BB Guns, Slingshots and .22Long Rifle

= Access to rides in Army Vehicles and Weapons Training Simulators

= ASpectacular Arena Show on Saturday evening.

= Fireworks on Saturday Night

= Finally, the admission fee helps to pay for the Rendezvous 2026 infrastructure like porta johns,
electricity to the exhibits, security, first aid, parking, etc.

How does my family, Pack, Troop, Crew, or Ship register for the Rendezvous 2026?

We encourage all Packs, Troops, Crews and Ships to pre-register online using the Rendezvous 2026 web site:
https://scoutingevent.com/272-OperationRendezvous. Registration is quick and easy.

At Rendezvous 2026, everyone must submit a unit roster form. If you enter actual scout names during pre-
registration, we will create a roster during onsite registration. If you enter dummy names during pre-
registration, you must update your registration online when you arrive with the actual names of participants.
Computers will be available at the registration tent for you to update your online registration.

Once registered, all individuals 18 and older must complete an additional form to access Camp Grayling. The
form is found at this site: https://forms.osi.apps.mil/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=D9fm-
kuVEUiStgUw1vhMQ8 4Pm70319J1z8afn87wWEhUOUJDMVhHTOsyU1JGS1gyMkFYV1kOWURNWS4u&o Please
note that an ID and a photo are required to be emailed. See the link for additional information, including
where to send the documents. You may need to copy and paste if clicking on the link doesn’t work.

What is the appropriate attire during the Rendezvous 2026?

All Youth and Adults who plan to participate in fitness challenges should wear activewear/clothing that can get
muddy, wet, or stained. Otherwise, you may wear the activity uniform or field uniform.

Is the Rendezvous 2026 open to Scouts from other councils and countries?

Yes, Scouts from other councils and countries are encouraged to participate in the Rendezvous 2026.

What if it rains?

We’'ll do what Scouts frequently do - go full speed ahead! Please check the weather forecast and Be Prepared.

Are Health Forms required for Scouts to participate in the Rendezvous 2026?

An Annual Health and Medical Record is required for all youth and adult participants in a scouting activity such as the
Rendezvous. Leaders should keep their unit’s health forms on-site. Individual families participating should have the
forms in their possession. This information will help the on-site medical team in the event of an illness or injury and
will also provide emergency contact information. We respect and treat the information contained as confidential.

All participants in the Rendezvous activities must complete Part A and Part B of the Personal Health and Annual Health
and Medical Record. The forms can be found at: https://michiganscouting.org/new-bsa-medical-form/

How can | get more information about the Next Rendezvous in 2027?

MCC Site: https://michiganscouting.org/rendezvous/

16
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General Email: rendezvous@michiganscouting.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rendezvousinthed/

Free Downloadable Event App: https://michiganscouting.org/event-app/

| have a great idea for the Rendezvous 2027. Who do | contact?

Please send an e-mail to rendezvous@michiganscouting.org

| want to serve on the Rendezvous 2027 staff. Who do | contact?

Please fill out the staff volunteer interest form at bottom of page at: https://michiganscouting.org/rendezvous/

Appendix A — Trading Post Items

Appendix C— Event Map (V7)
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Appendix D — Weekend Activities (FINAL)
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Scouting Themed
POW/MIA Ceremony
STEM Activities - Various
STEM Drones

Adventure Point
Climbing Wall

Inflatable Archery
Bounce House

Yard Games

Night Hike

Glow Frisbees

Snow Snake Game
Shooting Sports

Range and Target Activities
Archery Range

BB Guns

Wrist Rockets

.22 Long Rifle Range
Native American Display
Midway Displays
Honored Eagle Ceremony
Fireworks
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Military Themed

Humvee Rides

Army Fitness Test

Army Bounce House

Military Weapons Simulators
Weapons Displays

Military Equipment Displays
MAT-V Armored Vehicle
HIMARS - Rocket Launcher
M88 - Battlefield Recovery
Military Land Nav Experience
Army Band - "LIVE FIRE"

**Possible Weather Dependant**

UH60 Blackhawk Helicopter
US Army Drone Demo
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