Why Go Winter Camping?
TOP 10 REASONS TO GO WINTER CAMPING
1. STAYING WARM IS EASY

2. NO BUGS

Our gear, training and staff make staying warm easy. You don’t need to
have all the right stuff, because we
have you covered. Everything from
sub-zero rated mummy bags to mittens and wool socks.

There's no scrambling to zip up the
tent door to keep the mosquitos out
during the winter. They've settled
down for a long winter's nap. Sit back
and relax with confidence the bugs
won’t be biting.

3. BRAGGING RIGHTS

4. LEARN TO CAMP OUTSIDE 12
MONTHS OF THE YEAR

Winter camping is unique and it can
be challenging to do on your own.
Earn the Zero Hero award. Co-workers
and classmates will be enthralled with
your tails of adventure on Monday
morning.

If you only camp in 30+ degree weather you’re missing 1/3 of the camping
experience. Let us show you what
you’re missing.

5. GREAT SLEEP

6. TRAIL? WHAT TRAIL?

Winter camping is about comfort. You
can bring more gear with you in a sled
than you can in a backpack. Bring
some extra cushion to sleep onyou’ve got the space. Zip into your
cozy mummy bag and enjoy it.

In deep snow you can make your own
trails without hurting the ground beneath. Walk on water and explore
more places and camp in more remote spaces.

7. NEW VIEWS

8. STARRY NIGHTS

You thought you knew what our
camps looked like, but then you get to
camp and it is a whole new world. You
can see farther and a blanket of snow
gives these familiar areas a new personality.

The stars are so much more vibrant in
the winter time. With earlier sunsets
you’ll have more time to view the
stars. Our staff with do a mini star gazing instruction during night hikes.

9. UNIQUE PROGRAMS

10. WINTER SILENCE

There are just some things you can’t
do in the summer: Snowshoeing,
Cross Country Skiing, Tubing and
more. Build a table out of snow and
then cook on it.

A forest seems at rest under a blanket
of snow. The structure of snow flakes
absorb sound, so snow actually does
make it a bit quieter outside.
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Planning /Signing Up
PROMOTING WINTER CAMPING TO
YOUR UNIT
Plan a winter camping presentation in
the September to show the program
options to your unit. If you’d like to
have one of our staff come out and do
a presentation for you we can. We can
bring examples of the gear, show a
video, describe the programs and answer questions. To request a presentation scan the QR code below.

SIGNING UP FOR WINTER CAMP
Registration is all online. Go to
Camp.NorthernStar.org to register.
Registration opens on October 1st at
noon. Registration is first come, first
served. A deposit is required per person to hold a spot in a program. Deposits range from $25 per person to
$100 per person, depending on the
program. To register you must provide
names, ages, gender and winter
camping experience.

FULL PAYMENT DEADLINES
Full payment is due on the 1st day of
the month before you attend. If attending in January full payment is due
December 1st. If full payment isn’t
submitted on time your spot may be
forfeit.
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Winter Camping Progression
TRADITIONAL WINTER CAMP PROGRAM PROGRESSION

It is best to follow the progression below, but ultimately the age/grade reequipments are most important.

BEGINNER: STAYING WARM

EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
5TH AND 6TH GRADE
Learn winter camping skills while
engaging in fun outdoor activities.
No sleeping outside.

INTERMEDIATE: SLEEP OUTSIDE

SPEARHEAD PROGRAM
7TH GRADE OR OLDER
Intermediate level program designed
to advance your skills while learning
how to sleeping outside in winter.

CONTINUE THE ADVENTURE

SURVIVAL ADVENTURE
8TH GRADE OR OLDER
Advanced level program designed to
test and hone your winter skills.
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Specialty Programs
SPECIALTY WINTER PROGRAMS

These programs don’t have a specific progression, but it is best to have completed the Spearhead program before attending one of the these programs. It is best to have the skills to stay warm in winter before participating in these.

ICE FISHING PROGRAM

SEARCH & RESCUE PROGRAM

7TH GRADE OR OLDER
Specialty program designed to teach the skills
of ice fishing. Scouts have the opportunity to
earn the fishing merit badge.

7TH GRADE OR OLDER
Scouts earn Search and Rescue merit badge
through exciting scenarios like missing campers
and mock rescue scenarios.

DOG SLEDDING PROGRAM

LOGGING CAMP PROGRAM

8TH GRADE OR OLDER
Specialty program designed to expose you to
the thrilling sport of dog-sledding.

7TH GRADE OR OLDER
Go back in time to 1893 and see what it was like
to work at a logging camp in the 19th century.
Stay in a log cabin and work horses to bring
logs back to camp.
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Experience Program
EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
introductory weekend program teaches participants how to stay warm while
having fun in the great outdoors during the winter.
Sleep inside both Friday and Saturday
night, but spend the day outdoors developing winter skills, teambuilding,
cross country skiing and playing
games like broomball and initiative
games.

ACTIVITIES
These activities are operated in a rotation. Some advancement requirements
will be covered while participating.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cross Country Skiing
Snow Shoeing and Nature Hike
Snow Tubing
Orienteering
Team Building Games
Winter Cooking
Shelter Building

LOCATION AND DATES
This program is offered at Tomahawk
Scout Reservation, near Birchwood
and Stearns Scout Camp near Clearwater, MN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 14-16 (TSR Only)
Jan. 21-23
Jan. 28-30
Feb. 4-6
Feb. 11-13
Feb. 18-20
Feb. 25-27

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on October 1st at noon.
There is a $25 deposit per person to
hold your spot. Full payment is due
December 1st for January sessions
and January 1st for February sessions.

FRIDAY
• 7:30-8 pm Check-in, Move-in
• 8-10 pm Pack sled and food,
winter weather training.
• 10:00 pm Adult Leader Meeting
• 11:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SATURDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 8:30 am Check out gear/clothing
• 10:00 am All crews on trail
• 10:30 am Set up camp
• 12:30 pm Lunch in the crew site
• 1:00 pm Afternoon activities
• 5:00 pm Return to Base Camp
• 6:00 pm Evening meal inside
• 8:00 pm Optional night hike/star
gazing
SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am Morning Activities
• 11:00 am Return to Base Camp/
check in gear
• 12:30 pm Banquet
• Trading Post open 11-12 am & 11:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home

GRADE LEVEL
Recommended for 5th and 6th graders. Arrow of Light and First year
Scout BSA

COST
$68/Participant

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS
Sleep inside in bunkrooms on Friday
and Saturday night.
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Spearhead Adventure
SPEARHEAD ADVENTURE
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Spearhead is the next step in your winter training. Learn how to stay warm
and cozy while sleeping outdoors in
winter. Travel to a remote campsite to
build your snow shelter, cook outdoors, and participate in winter activities before crawling into a 40 below
rated mummy bag for bed.

ACTIVITIES
There are more activities than you can
get done in one year. You will be
asked to rank your choices to help us
design the best combination of activities. Activities to choose from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter Shelter Building
Ice Climbing
Kite Flying
Geocaching/Orienteering
Cross Country Skiing
Snow Shoeing
Tubing
Team Building Games
Winter Escape Room
Winter Cooking

LOCATION AND DATES
This program is offered at Tomahawk
Scout Reservation, near Birchwood
and Stearns Scout Camp near Clearwater, MN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 14-16 (TSR Only)
Jan. 21-23
Jan. 28-30
Feb. 4-6
Feb. 11-13
Feb. 18-20
Feb. 25-27

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on October 1st at noon.
There is a $25 deposit per person to
hold your spot. Full payment is due
December 1st for January sessions
and January 1st for February sessions.

FRIDAY
• 7:30-8 pm Check-in, Move-in
• 8-10 pm Check-out gear, winter
weather training, pack sleds
• 10:00 pm Adult Leader Meeting
• 11:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SATURDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:30 am All crews on trail
• 10:30 am Start Shelters
• 12:30 pm Lunch in the crew site
• 1:00 pm Afternoon activities
• 4:00 pm Finish Shelters
• 5:00 pm Dinner preparation
• 6:00 pm Supper and campfire
• 8:00 pm night hike
• 9:00 pm Lanterns out, all quiet
SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 8:45 am Break camp, leave for
Base Camp
• 10:30 am Check in gear
• 12:00 pm Banquet, Trading Post
open 11-12 am & 1-1:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home

GRADE LEVEL
Recommended for 7th grade and
above.

COST
$81/Participant

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS
Sleep inside Friday night and outside
Saturday night.
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Survival Adventure
SURVIVAL ADVENTURE
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Put your winter camping skills to the
test. Perform mock expedition challenges and work as a team to survive
Go farther, see more, and build awesome shelters.

ACTIVITIES
There are more activities than you can
get done in one year. You will be
asked to rank your choices to help us
design the best combination of activities. Activities to choose from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter Shelter Building
Geocache for your food
Gear selection/bartering
Survival Challenges
Navigation
Ice Climbing
Kite Flying
Cross Country Skiing
Snow Shoeing
Tubing
Winter Cooking

LOCATION AND DATES
This program is offered at Tomahawk
Scout Reservation, near Birchwood
and Stearns Scout Camp near Clearwater, MN

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jan. 14-16 (TSR Only)
Jan. 21-23
Jan. 28-30
Feb. 4-6
Feb. 11-13
Feb. 18-20
Feb. 25-27

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on October 1st at noon.
There is a $25 deposit per person to
hold your spot. Full payment is due
December 1st for January sessions
and January 1st for February sessions.

FRIDAY
• 7:30-8 pm Check-in, Move-in
• 8-10 pm Gear Selection, winter
weather training, pack sleds
• 10:00 pm Adult Leader Meeting
• 11:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SATURDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:30 am All crews on trail
• 10:30 am Challenge #1
• 12:30 pm Lunch in the crew site
• 1:00 pm Activities/Challenges
• 4:00 pm Finish Shelters
• 5:00 pm Dinner preparation
• 6:00 pm Supper and campfire
• 8:00 pm Night hike
• 9:00 pm Lanterns out, all quiet
SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 8:45 am Break camp, leave for
Base Camp
• 10:30 am Check in gear
• 12:00 pm Banquet, Trading Post
open 11-12 am & 1-1:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home

GRADE LEVEL
Recommended for 7th grade and
above.

COST
$81/Participant

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS
Sleep inside Friday night and outside
Saturday night.
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Dog Sledding
DOG SLEDDING
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Spend a weekend at our mushers
camp where participants learn all
about the sport of dog sledding with
trained sled dogs. Experience everything it takes to live and work with sled
dogs under the guidance of an experienced musher. Each youth will ride in
and drive a dog sled through the trails
of Tomahawk.

ACTIVITIES
•
•
•
•

Dog Sledding
Cross Country Skiing
Tubing
Shelter Building

LOCATION AND DATES
This program is offered at Tomahawk
Scout Reservation, near Birchwood,
WI.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jan 7-9 (TSR Only)
Jan. 14-16 (TSR Only)
Jan. 21-23 (TSR Only)
Jan. 28-30 (TSR Only)
Feb. 4-6 (TSR Only)
Feb. 11-13 (TSR Only)
Feb. 18-20 (TSR Only)
Feb. 25-27 (TSR Only)

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on October 1st at noon.
There is a $100 deposit per person to
hold your spot. Full payment is due
December 1st for January sessions
and January 1st for February sessions.

FRIDAY
• 7:30-8 pm Check-in, Move-in
• 8-10 pm Check-out gear, winter
weather training, Dog Training
• 11:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SATURDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am Group 1 mushes, Group
2 does activities.
• 10:30 am Start Shelters
• 12:00 pm Lunch
• 1:00 pm Group 2 mushes, Group
1 does activities.
• 4:00 pm Finish Shelters
• 5:00 pm Tubing
• 6:00 pm Dinner
• 8:00 pm night hike
• 9:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am Short Dog Runs
• 11:00 am Turn in gear
• 12:00 pm Banquet, Trading Post
open 11-12 am & 1-1:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home

GRADE LEVEL
Must be in 8th grade or higher to participate. Scouts should also have gone
through a winter program at North
Wind, Snow Base, OKPIK, or another
winter program equivalent before they
attend the dog sledding program.

COST
$240/youth, $68/adult (adults don't
ride). There is a non-refundable deposit of $100 for youth upon registration to hold your spot.

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS
Sleep inside in bunkrooms on Friday
and Saturday night. Option to sleep
outside on Saturday night.
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Logging Camp
LOGGING CAMP
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Go back to the year 1893 and experience a working logging camp while
staying in a 150 year old log cabin
heated with wood stove. Each Scout
will limb a tree, and use a two-person
saw to cut the tree into 16' sections.
Scouts take turns driving a team of
draft horses as they pull their log out
of the woods. Cook hardy meals,
blacksmith, and learn the legends of
Logging in Wisconsin.

ACTIVITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dutch Oven Cooking
Two-Person Saw
Branding
Blacksmithing
Horse work
Tree Felling Demo
Night Hike

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on October 1st at noon.
There is a $50 deposit per person to
hold your spot. Full payment is due
December 1st for January sessions
and January 1st for February sessions.

FRIDAY
• 7:30-8 pm Check-in, Checkout
gear.
• 9 pm Move in at Logging Camp,
cracker barrel. Logging History
• 11:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SATURDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:30 am Horse Orientation
• 10:00 am Tree Felling Demo,
Saw Logs, Skid Logs
• 12:30 pm Lunch
• 2:00 pm Log Stacking
• 3:00 pm Blacksmithing
• 4:00 pm Branding
• 6:00 pm Dinner
• 8:00 pm night hike
• 9:00 pm Tall tales
SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am Pack up Logging Camp
• 11:00 am Back to Base
• 12:00 pm Banquet, Trading Post
open 11-12 am & 1-1:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home

GRADE LEVEL
LOCATION AND DATES

Recommended for 7th grade and
above.

This program is offered at Tomahawk
Scout Reservation, near Birchwood,
WI.

COST

•
•

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS

Feb. 4-6 (TSR Only)
Feb. 25-27 (TSR Only)

$150/youth, $68/adult.

Sleep inside old log cabin on Friday
and Saturday night. Cabin is heated by
wood stove. Scouts must take turns
stoking fire throughout the day and
night to keep cabin warm.
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Ice Fishing
ICE FISHING
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
This Saturday (one-day, no overnight)
program is a Staff guided Ice Fishing
experience. Scouts have the opportunity to earn the fishing merit badge
as well as learning from MN's experienced ice anglers. Scouts will be outfitted with the latest fishing gear used
by the pros, as well as North Wind
gear to stay warm outside.

ACTIVITIES
Learn to use an ice auger, electronic
fish finding, how to use ice fishing rod,
tip ups, bait, heated houses, cameras,
learn techniques, proper fishing knots,
rigging, mapping, lake Scouting, and
fish cooking techniques. Learning all
these skills guarantees ice fishing becomes a life-long hobby!

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on November 1st at
noon. There is a $25 deposit per person to hold your spot. Full payment is
due December 1st for January sessions and January 1st for February
sessions.

SATURDAY
10:00 am Check in, Check out gear.
11:00 am instruction
12:00 pm Lunch
12:30 pm Drive to lake - Ice Fishing
5:00 pm Return to camp
6:00 pm Fish Fry & Dinner
7:00 pm MB Completion
8:00 pm Return gear and depart for
home

GRADE LEVEL
Recommended for 7th grade and
above.

LOCATION AND DATES
This program is offered at Stearns
Scout Camp near Annadale, MN.
Stearns is 1.25 hours from the center of
the Twin Cities Metro Area,

•
•
•
•

Jan. 29 (Stearns Only)
Feb. 5 (Stearns Only)
Feb. 12 (Stearns Only)
Feb. 19 (Stearns Only)

COST
$55/Participant.
$25 Adult non-participant

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS
The program will only occupy participants for Saturday. No Friday night
overnight accommodations will be
available, but participants may spend
Saturday night at camp for $10 more.

If spending the night Sunday morning will look like this:

SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am morning activity
• 11:00 am Check in gear
• 12:00 pm Banquet, Trading Post
open 11-12 am & 1-1:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home
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Search & Rescue
SEARCH & RESCUE
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Specialty program designed to connect Scouts with Search and Rescue
professionals, and learn how to save a
life!
At this weekend program Scouts will
be outfitted with warm winter gear before engaging in Search and Rescue
activities and learning modules. Scouts
have a chance to earn the Search and
Rescue merit badge and learn how to
help save lives.

ACTIVITIES
•
•
•
•

Lost camper
Crash Scenario,
Falling through the ice rescues
Search and Rescue Merit Badge

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE

Opens online on October 1st at noon.
There is a $25 deposit per person to
hold your spot. Full payment is due
December 1st for January sessions
and January 1st for February sessions.

FRIDAY
• 7:30-8 pm Check-in, Move-in
• 8-10 pm Check-out gear, winter
weather training, pack sleds
• 10:00 pm Adult Leader Meeting
• 11:00 pm Lights out, all quiet
SATURDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am Inside Instruction
• 10:30 am Outside Instruction
• 12:30 pm Lunch at base
• 1:30 pm Outside Instruction
• 3:00 pm Rescue Scenario
• 6:00 pm Supper and campfire
• 7:00 pm Night Search and night
hike.
• 10:00 pm Lights out
SUNDAY
• 8:00 am Breakfast
• 9:00 am Final instruction
• 11:00 am Check in gear
• 12:00 pm Banquet, Trading Post
open 11-12 am & 1-1:30 pm
• 1:00 pm Clean Up
• 1:30 pm Depart for Home

GRADE LEVEL
Recommended for 7th grade and
above.

LOCATION AND DATES
This program is offered at Stearns
Scout Camp near Annadale, MN.
Stearns is 1.25 hours from the center of
the Twin Cities Metro Area,

•
•

Jan. 21-23 (Stearns Only)
Feb. 25-27 (Stearns Only)

COST
$81/Participant

SLEEPING ARRANGMENTS
Sleep inside in bunkrooms on Friday
and Saturday night. Option to sleep
outside near base on Saturday night.
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Packing List
Our Winter Programs will provide all the equipment to make your experience the best it can be.

What You Need to Bring

What We Provide

❑ Regular clothes
Come out to camp in regular clothes. Bring a change of
socks and underwear.
❑ Indoor Sleeping Bag
❑ 2 Pair of Top and Bottom Long Underwear (not
cotton) The biggest winter camping mistake is to wear
cotton. This is a very important part of a successful
winter camping experience. Cotton absorbs moisture
and holds it next to the body, which then causes heat to
be drawn away very rapidly. Do not bring cotton to
wear on trail.
❑ 2-3 Upper Body Warmth Layers
❑ These layers should be of non-absorbing fabrics again
like wool or polyester. Fleece or wool sweaters or
vests are great. Cotton should not be used here either.
❑ 1-2 Lower Body Warmth Layers
❑ These layers should be of non-absorbing fabrics again
like wool or polyester. Fleece pants are great. Cotton
should not be used here either.
❑ 1 Upper Body Shell Layer
❑ This could be a standard winter coat or a raincoat. This
layer helps keep out moisture and block the wind. If
using a raincoat plan to bring an extra warmth layer.
❑ 1 Plastic Bowl
❑ 1 Plastic Mug
❑ 1 Plastic Spoon Metal utensils could stick to your
tongue.
❑ Lip protection/Lip balm
❑ Sunscreen
❑ Sunglasses
❑ Toiletries
❑ Flashlight or headlamp
❑ Health History
❑ Health Screening Checklist

Optional
❑ Camera
❑ Warm Weather Gear: We provide a lot of the
warm weather gear, but if you have your own and
want to use it feel free. Our staff will inspect it and
make sure it meets our gear standards before
clearing it for trail.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 Trained Winter Camping Guide
1 -30°F Mummy Sleeping Bag
2 Foam Sleeping pads
1 8’x10’ Tarp
4 Shovels per crew
1 Gear Sled for you to share with a buddy
3 Trail Meals, 1 Hot Meal at Base
1 Cook Kit
2 Lightweight Stoves
2 Lanterns
1 Fire Kit
1 First Aid Kit
2 Pair Polypropylene Sock liners
2 Pair Warmth Layer Socks
1 Pair Boots with extra liners Boots Sizes 6 to 17.
These boots have high uppers with a drawstring closure – gaiters are not be needed.

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

1 Pair Mitten Shells
2 Pair Mitten Inserts - Wool
1 Pair Glove Liners
1 Water bottle and carrier
1 Hat
1 Balaclava A stretch-fleece full headpiece to be

worn if it gets windy or very cold and can be worn at
night. This Head Hugger design includes a neck and
shoulder cover.
Wool Sweaters As a backup for Scouts that need
warmer alternatives

Wool Pants
We have wool pants and suspenders. Pant sizes 38+ are
limited so it is recommended if you have your own
wool pants or synthetic snow pants to bring them.

•

Program Supplies







Snowshoes,
Cross Country Skis
Tubing Tubes
Compasses and GPS Units
Star Charts, Maps, etc.
Ice Climbing gear
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More Winter Information
ZERO HERO AWARD
In the great cold north of Minnesota and Wisconsin Scouts have the opportunity to earn an award few ever have the
chance to get. Why go winter camping? The answer: be a Zero Hero.
1. During a 24 hour period of a campout, each of the following must occur:
2. The temperature must fall below ZERO degrees Fahrenheit.
3. The individual must sleep outdoors in a temporary shelter (tent, lean-to, or snow shelter) from taps to reveille.
4. No auxiliary sources of heat are allowed.
5. Cook outdoors over a camping stove at least two meals by patrol or individually.
6. The campout must be a scheduled activity of the unit.
Patches can be earned at North Wind and Snow Base Winter Camping programs. If your unit wants the “Zero Hero”
patches for recognizing Scouts from a unit camp out, they can be purchased for $2 each from the front desk at the
Base Camp Leadership Center.

GUIDELINES FOR PROGRAM CHANGES DUE TO SEVERE WINTER WEATHER
•

•
•
•
•

•

The following conditions will be evaluated when making the decision to alter camp programming due to severe
winter weather.
 Heavy snowfall that could impact safe travel conditions to or within camp.
 Icy or slippery road conditions that could impact safe travel to camp.
 Extreme cold: Cub programs will typically not operate if the forecast temperature is 25 degrees below zero
(with or without windchill).
Decisions for closing camps or altering programs will be made by the Director of Camping and Properties or the
Camp Director. Be aware that programs may be modified (and still operated) based on severe cold weather conditions. Closings will be communicated via email and/or the weather hotline (612) 261–2448.
Most often, we will not close the camps.
When camps are officially closed, fees will either be transferred to another session within the program or refunded.
It is not our intent to second-guess the judgment of a unit leader. If Northern Star Council Camps do not officially
close, the Director of Camping may approve transferring fees paid by a unit to another weekend or event if the unit
leader determines conditions to be unsafe for travel to camp AND if they notify the council office (before camp
starts) that they will not be able to attend camp.
Please direct any questions for transfers (in writing) to: Camping Department, 6202 Bloomington Rd, Fort Snelling
MN 55111. Thank you.
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Klondike Derby
Join your fellow Troops, Crews, and
Ships from across Northern Star
Scouting for a Saturday of competition, Scout skills, and fellowship during
one of Northern Star Scouting’s Klondike Derby events! the Klondike Derby
is a great event to get your Scouts
outside during the Winter months.
Program typically involves a competition-based rotation where units can
put their skills to the test against other
units from around Northern Star
Scouting. Traditionally, the Klondike
involves a sled race, where Scouts pull
a sled in a timed race, or throughout
their participation in the event.
Klondike Derby events are a very traditional Scouting activity and have a
long history in Northern Star Scouting
and its legacy councils and districts. The sled course tradition originates from the tie that the original program theme had to the Alaska gold
rush. Many events have used the
names of towns and cities such as
Dawson and Fairbanks to mark stations in a nod to the prospectors that
ventured north by dog sleds to remote
portions of Alaska.
The Klondike Derby is organized and
operated by the Council Activities and
Civic Service Committee and not by
the Camping Department. Please direct any questions about the program
to Ben Coder bcoder@northernstar.org

ACTIVITIES
•

Klondike Sled Race

•

First Class Scout Skills

•

Winter Camping Skills

•

Winter Competitions (Snow Bowling etc.)

LOCATION AND DATES

REGISTRATION

This program is offered at Stearns
Scout Camp and Fred C. Andersen
Scout Camp

Opens online in the Fall (August/ September). Check northernstar.org/stuff
-to-do for more information.

•
•

SAMPLE SCHEDULE

Jan. 29th (Stearns Only)
Feb. 19th (Fred C. Andersen Only)

AGES
Klondike Derby events are open to
registered Scouts BSA, Venturing, and
Sea Scouting members.

SATURDAY
• 8:30 am Arrival/ Check-in
• 9:00 am 25 minute morning activity rotations begin.
• 12:00 pm Lunch
• 1:00 pm 25 minute morning activity rotations begin.
• 3:55 pm Closing
• 4:30 pm Program evaluation/
clean-up.
• 5:00 pm departure

COST
The aim is to keep Klondike Derby participation costs under $20 per person
for adult and youth registrants.
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Providing fun
experiences that develop:
Character,
Citizenship,
Leadership,
and Fitness.

Email

bhalloran@NorthernStar.org

Phone

612-261-2456

