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September 3, 2026

Scouts and Scouters,

Welcome to the 2026 Stars, Stripes & Neon Lights Winter Camp at Camp Avondale!

On behalf of the South Louisiana Council and our entire Winter Camp staff, we are excited to welcome you to
this year’s camp. We are especially proud to offer a long-term, accredited Winter Camp right here in South
Louisiana, and we appreciate you choosing Camp Avondale for your Winter Camp experience. My name is
Scott Rummel, and | have the privilege of serving as your Camp Director this year. Melissa Rummel, our
Program Director, and | want to personally thank you for choosing to spend Winter Camp 2026 with us.

We have an exciting program planned! Scouts will have the opportunity to choose from more than 40 merit
badges, participate in a variety of outdoor activities, and — after a long wait — ATVs ARE BACK! But the fun
won’t stop when the sun goes down. Our Stars, Stripes & Neon Lights theme will come alive with special
evening and nighttime programs throughout camp. Bring your neon colors, glow-in-the-dark gear, and plenty
of Scout spirit because we have some unique activities planned.

And one more thing...DON’T FORGET YOUR ROLLER SKATES!
Camp Avondale offers more than 1,600 acres and three lakes to explore, giving us plenty of room for
adventure and outdoor programming. We encourage you to register early so Scouts have the best opportunity

to get the merit badges and programs they want.

If you have questions before camp, please feel free to contact us. We want your unit to arrive prepared and
ready for an outstanding Winter Camp experience.

Our staff is looking forward to meeting each of you and providing a safe, fun, high-quality Scouting program
filled with adventure, fellowship, and memories.

Get your neon ready, pack your Scout spirit, and prepare for an unforgettable week at Camp Avondale.

We’ll see you at Winter Camp 2026!

Scout on!

Scott Rummel Melissa Rummel
Camp Director Program Director
Winter Camp 2026 Winter Camp 2026




General Information

The 2026 Winter Camp Schedule

Date: November 20-25, 2026

Check-In Time: 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., November 20, 2026

Classes Begin: 9:00 a.m., November 21, 2026

Departure Time: 9:00 a.m., November 25, 2026 (No later than 10:00 a.m.)

Location of Camp Avondale

Camp Avondale is located three (3) miles East of Clinton, Louisiana on LA Highway 10
14433 Hwy 10 East, Clinton, LA 70722-9629

Camp Office: (225) 933-1793

Camp Boundaries
Unit leaders will keep their Scouts within the fence lines surrounding Avondale Scout Reservation.
If one crosses a fence, they are trespassing on our neighbor’s private property.

Reservation & Fees
Winter Camp is limited to the first two hundred (200) Scouts. The cost is $225.00 per Scout for discounted (early)

price until September 15, 2026. Starting September 16, 2026, the on-time fee of $250.00 begins until October
31, 2026. Beginning November 1, 2026, the Late Fee is $275 until registration closes at the end of November 15,
2026. There are classes with additional fees. These extra class costs are included when the course is selected.

Merit Badges will not be saved until full payment is made. Payments via credit card will include a 3%
convenience fee (checks have a 1% convenience fee.)

All adults attending camp must register as an adult leader or as staff (application on-line). The adult fee is $85.00
per adult ($100.00 starting September 16, 2026; $120 starting November 1, 2026). Additionally, an adult BSA
application must be completed if the adult is not currently registered with Scouting America.

Health Forms
Scouts and adults attending camp must have a current Annual Health and Medical Record Parts A, B, and C.

This is necessary to document the current health status and medications, if any, that the Scout or Scouter is
taking. Health forms are returned to units at the end of camp. It is recommended that only copies of the health
forms be submitted. (The originals should remain with Troop records.)

Prescriptions for Scouts and adults may be kept at the campsite if they are stored in a secure location accessible
only to the adult leaders. Non-prescription medicine, asthma inhalers, and epinephrine can be kept on the
camper.




Adult Leaders

Two registered adult leaders, 21 years of age or over, are required with current Safeguarding Youth Training in
camp at all times. All adults accompanying the Scouting unit who are present at the activity must be registered
as leaders.

One-on-one contact between adult leaders and Scouts is prohibited both inside and outside of Scouting.

ONLY registered Scouts are permitted in the camp. Other children should not be brought to camp. Separate
tent accommodations will be maintained for male and female leaders. Leaders may rotate, if necessary, but at
least two (2) adults must be with the Troop, 24 hours a day. If it is necessary to leave the camp at any time,
leaders need to inform the Camp Director and sign in and out at the Administration Building.

Checklist for Troop Preparation for Winter Camp

Preparation for camp is a straightforward process, but it does require planning ahead. As a Unit Leader, you are
the most important link in this preparation. The following timetable/checklist is designed to guide you and your
Troop Committee in pre-camp planning for Winter Camp at Camp Avondale.

e The Scoutmaster and/or parents should counsel with each Scout to determine which merit badges a
Scout should work on and what requirements need to be completed prior to Winter Camp in order to

ensure an excellent rate of completion at camp. (See the Winter Camp — Camp Avondale — Merit Badges
Offered on the webpage.)

e There are badges which will not be able to be completed at camp. Incomplete merit badges should be
completed with a Merit Badge Counselor at the Troop, District or Council level. Any requirements which
require a Scout to complete activities over an extended period of time should be completed prior to
camp.

Attendance
Attendance at merit badge sessions and projects associated with them is necessary to complete the merit
badges. Be sure to select only the merit badges the Scout is willing to work toward — limited schedule changes

will be made at camp.

If a merit badge does not have a qualified instructor at the beginning of November, it will be dropped from
the schedule.




Check-in and Departure Schedule

Check-in
Please plan to arrive at Camp Avondale between 7:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. on Friday, November 20, 2026.

Registration begins at 7:00 p.m. on Friday. Upon arrival, a medical re-check will be required of all campers
(Scouts and adults). A qualified health officer will review each medical form with each participant. Any Scout or
Scouter without a current completed medical form (Parts A, B & C) will be asked to leave camp until he/she can
acquire one. Medical re-checks are not physicals.

Insurance Check

All registered adults and youth of the South Louisiana Council are covered under the Accident and Wellness
insurance with HSR. If you are a non-South Louisiana Council member, please provide proof of your policy
from your local Council. As a policy reminder, all adults staying overnight with Scouts BSA MUST be registered
with their Scout Unit.

Check-Out
Campers are allowed to depart on Wednesday, November 25, 2026, starting at 8:00 a.m. and no later than 10:00

a.m. Gates will not be open before 8:00 a.m. If you plan to pack up or leave before then you will need to hike
your equipment out. Vehicles will not be allowed through the Gate prior to 8:00 a.m.

Tenting
Each unit/individual is asked to bring unit/personal tents to use at Winter Camp. The camp will not provide
tents.

Trading Post:
The Camp Trading Post will be open for your convenience. Items such as candy, soft drinks, warm drinks, ice

cream, and various sundry items will be available. Assorted handicraft items are offered along with mugs,
patches, and literature including merit badge pamphlets for merit badges being offered in the camp program.




Pets
No pets of any type will be permitted in camp.

Knives
No sheath or fixed blade knives allowed.

NO PETS NO KNIVES NO FIREARMS

Firearms, Ammunition, and Fireworks
The South Louisiana Council will make firearms and ammunition available as needed. A qualified Shooting Sports

Director will supervise their use. Campers are NOT to bring firearms or ammunition to camp.

No Fireworks of any kind are permitted in the camp at any time, for any reason.

No Alcoholic Beverages or lllegal Drugs are allowed on South Louisiana Council property.

Any violation of these rules may result in the immediate removal from the camp of all involved!

Conduct and Discipline
All Scouts and adult leaders at Camp Avondale are governed by the “Scout Law,” “Scout Oath” and “The
Outdoor Code” and will conduct themselves accordingly. The Winter Camp Staff, Scouts and Adult Leaders will

strive to provide a safe, wholesome, and moral atmosphere to allow all Scouts the opportunity to enjoy their
outdoor experience at Camp Avondale. Adult leaders will keep the Camp Director and Program Director advised
of any problems encountered with their Scouts or Scouts from other units.

The Camp Director retains the authority to resolve all disputes involving disciplinary problems with individual
Scouts or problems between Scouts of different units. Sanctions will be decided by the Camp Director and may
include, but are not limited to, removal from specific programs or removal from Camp Avondale. Violations of
criminal law may result in the arrest and prosecution in East Feliciana Parish under the laws of the State of
Louisiana. Your campsite is your home and should be respected. Entering or loitering around another’s campsite
without permission is not allowed. The Scout Leader in camp is responsible for the conduct of the Scouts at all
times. TAPS is at 10:30 p.m. All campers are expected to be at their own campsite by this time. Hazing in any
form is not permitted. No smoking is allowed in or near any building on camp. Adults may only smoke and only
in the main parking lot. No smoking is allowed beyond the Red Gate or the Brown Gate.




Emergency Procedures
In the event of a camp-wide emergency, an alarm will sound. At that time, all camp personnel, campers, and

staff will report to field below the Dining Hall for a head count by Unit Leaders. The Unit Leaders will then report

to the Camp Director, Program Director, or Camp Commissioner whether their entire Unit is present.

There will be a demonstration of the alarm during the first 24 hours of camp. If the alarm is heard at any other
time, It Is Not a Drill. Everyone should report as quickly as possible.

Camp Duties
Units are asked to share camp duties. Senior Patrol Leaders can sign up for their Unit.

Flag Ceremonies
Assignments for Flag Raising and Retreat will be assigned after arrival at camp.

Chapel Service
The Camp Chaplin (or designee) will lead Chapel service on Sunday.

Trading Post Bathroom (adult only bathroom)
The Trading Post Bathrooms will be cleaned daily. Cleaning assignments will be assigned at camp.

Campsite Bathrooms/Showers
Campsite occupants are responsible for the cleaning of the bathrooms located within the campsites. Campsites

with multiple units should work out a schedule so that this duty is evenly distributed. There are modern flush
toilets and showers at each campsite. In keeping with National guidelines, toilets and showers are in separate
rooms. Remember to respect all youth privacy in the showers and in the campsite areas. Leaders should be
observant of all activities in and around the bathroom facilities for safety concerns, while respecting the youth’s
privacy. Toilet paper will be furnished in each Campsite Bathroom daily. Please leave the bathroom/shower
facility cleaner than you find them.

Leaders’ Meetings
Adult Leader Meetings will be held daily, after breakfast with the SPL’s, addressing camp activities. The Camp

Commissioner will attend the Leaders’ Meeting to assist you with any problems you may have.




Food Service

NOTE: Any special dietary needs should be reported to the Camp Director
no later than 4 weeks prior to your arrival at camp.

Lost and Found
Lost and found items will be brought to the Trading Post. Encourage all Scouts to mark all possessions with their

name and Troop number. At the end of camp all the items will be taken to the South Louisiana Council office.

Provisional Camping
We believe that a Scout’s best Winter Camp experience is with their own Troop with Scouts they already know;

if this is not possible, a Scout may attend as a Provisional Scout. Provisional Scouts will camp with a Troop with

adequate leadership. Each winter, Provisional Camping proves to be a tremendous success. The Provisional
Scout program is offered to assist individual Scouts in coming to camp. It is not intended to relieve a Troop
Committee of its responsibility to provide leadership in a long-term camp experience, therefore a maximum of
three (3) scouts from a unit may come as Provisional. If there is only one (1) leader with the unit we will assign
the unit to a campsite with another unit. We urge you to try to bring both Scouts and leaders to camp for the
best results.

Provisional Scouts will be expected to check in at the Camp Administration Building at during designated
registration check in times. Online registration forms need to be checked as Provisional Scout and need to be
completed by October 1, 2026.

There will be a closing campfire on the night of November 24, 2026. Be sure to bring your
favorite skits, songs or stories.




Dutch Oven Cookoff Competition
Cook a delicious Dutch Oven meal in your campsite and bring the entire Dutch Oven to be judged to the campfire

ring. The winning entry will be announced at the campfire. Bring your Dutch ovens, charcoal, and your favorite
ingredients. Competition will be held on November 23, 2026. (Location and other details will be discussed at
the Leader meeting.)

Patch Trading Event
This year for Winter Camp we will be continuing our Patch Trading event. The event was a hit in previous years

so be sure to bring your patches to trade. Do you not have a collection yet? No worries! This will be the place to
get started. We will have patch trading gurus on hand to help you get started patch trading. Patch trading will
occur during Cracker Barrel activities.

Refund Policy
Refer to the South Louisiana Council policy at: https://scoutingsouthlouisiana.org/refund-policy/



https://scoutingsouthlouisiana.org/refund-policy/

What to Bring to Camp

The following equipment would be helpful during your week at camp:

Troop Equipment:
U.S. Flag
Whetstones
Compasses
Bow Saw
File
Axes
Water Hose
Clock

Individual Equipment:
Complete Scout Uniform

Troop Flag

Plastic Trash Bags
Scoutmaster’s Handbook
Small Maul/Hammer
Rope

Latrine Brush/Bucket
Merit Badge Pamphlets
Lanterns

Patrol Flags

Water Jugs

Troop Library

Shovel/Rake

Troop First Aid Kit

Scout Songbook

Patrol Cooking Gear (as necessary)
Tents

Toiletry Items:

Comfortable hiking shoes Soap

Lightweight & Heavy Jacket Toothbrush/paste
Raincoat/Poncho Deodorant
Clothes for 4 days Comb/Brush
T-shirts Mouthwash
Underwear Pants

Insect Repellent

Scout Handbook

Socks

Battery Lamp

Sleeping Gear for winter camping

Notebook and pencil
Flashlight/extra batteries
Mess kit

Optional Items:
Sewing Kit
Shoelaces
Personal First Aid Kit
Postage Stamps/Envelopes

Pocket Knife (NO sheath knives allowed)

Extra Shoes (NO open toe

shoes or sandals allowed)
Medications

Towel and wash cloth

Mess Kit/Eating Utensils

Merit badge books are required for each
merit badge

Camera and film
Sunglasses
Compass

Sunscreen Lotion
Musical Instruments

Spending Money

Note: All items should be marked with the Scout’s Name and Troop Number.
Also for 2026, bring neon/glow gear and roller skates!




Program

Winter Camp has Something for Everyone!

Each year, we are made aware of the unique needs our Troops bring to Winter Camp. Troop needs, Patrol needs,
and the needs of each Scout have helped us plan this year's program. Camp Avondale provides the best outdoors
for your Troop. We have a wide array of camp-wide events and activities for your enjoyment.

Rougarou Wrangler: First-Year Camper Program
Specially designed for newly bridged Scouts or beginners to Scouting, our First Year Program, Rougarou

Wrangler Program (RWP), provides an easy transition into leaving home for Scout winter camp without the
preparation that may be too much for a newly bridged youth. Scouts learn the Patrol Method, and provide time
for the first year Scout to earn Merit Badges and participate in activities outside of the RWP area. Tuesday 6
am to 8 am, RWP staff host an optional 5-mile hike (Second Class 3b). Rougarou Wrangler Program Scouts

are welcomed, but not required, to participate in this scenic hike. Adults and other Scouts are welcome to
participate! We request your troop assign at least one adult to actively work with their Scouts in RWP. This
includes observation, assistance with safety, discipline, and participation on the five-mile hike. This is an
excellent opportunity for adult leaders to forge a bond with their new Scouts that will last throughout their
Scouting rime and well into life.
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The Rougarou Wrangler Program covers the following requirements.
Note: Completion may vary based upon Scout participation, weather, and other factors.

SCOUT

3a: Patrol Method
4a: Knots

5: Pocketknife

TENDERFOOT

2a, 2c: Cooking

3a,3b,3c: Knots

3d: Knife, Saw, & Ax

4a, 4c: First Aid & Prevention
4b: Poisonous Plants

5a, 5b, 5c: Hiking

7a: Citizenship

8: EDGE Method

SECOND CLASS

1b: Leave No Trace

2a, 2b, 2c, 2d: Cooking & Fire

2f, 2g: Knots

33, 3¢, 3d: Compass & Hike

3b: 5-mile Hike (Opt. Friday Activity)
6a, 6b, 6¢, 6d, 6€: First Aid

8a, 8b: Citizenship

FIRST CLASS

3a, 3b, 3¢, 3d: Knots & Lashings

4a, 4b: Orienteering Course & GPS

5a: Nature

5b, 5c, 5d: Weather

6a: Swimming (Swim-check dependent)
7a, 7b, 7c¢, 7f: First Aid

ADDITIONAL SKILLS

Totin’ Chip
Firem’n Chit
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Red Stick: Trail of Three Hikes
These hikes will be open to all to participate in and the first hike will be mandatory for our Rougarou Wrangler
Crew! The first hike is one (1) mile, the second is three (3) miles and the third is five (5) miles!

Merit Badges
Advancement is one of the methods of the Scouting Program. It teaches new skills, inspires learning, and builds

self-confidence and self-esteem. At Winter Camp, merit badges also provide the Scout with the opportunity to
make decisions on the amount and type of activities in which they will participate.

As you know, certain merit badges will require either advanced work before camp or follow-up work after camp.
Other merit badges will be completed at camp. There are a couple of things we wish to point out to you as you
assist your Scouts in their planning.

1. Please Do Not Let the Scout Over-Schedule. Younger scouts come to camp extremely ambitious, and quite

often are so wrapped up in the merit badges or advancement programs they forget to have fun! We want
the Scouts to go home with a smile on their face and a well-rounded Scouting experience. Remind them that
having fun is a key part of Winter Camp. We recommend that a Scout sign up for no more than four sessions.

This leaves one session available to study, rest, play volleyball or tennis, visit with friends, and visit the
Trading Post.

2. Have your Scouts review the merit badge book and the requirements before they come to camp. Once in a
while, a Scout chooses a merit badge to work on and finds out too late it is not what they thought it was!
Make sure they are prepared and know what to expect before they come to camp. Each Scout should have
a merit badge book for each merit badge they select if they expect to complete that merit badge.

Merit Badge Summary
To have a successful merit badge program, your Scouts must begin prior to attending camp. There are badges

which can be easily earned in a camping period while others take much longer. Encourage your Scouts to start
working early before camp. For every merit badge, the Scout should read the entire merit badge pamphlet so
that they are ready to tackle the badge while at camp.

Museum Docent Program
Volunteer opportunity/training to help at the Scouting Museum. Want to help extend the resources at the

Scouting Museum at Avondale Scout Base?

During the mornings at Winter Camp, Scouts or adults can work with our museum team to become a guide at
the museum. Training is available during morning blocks 1-3.
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The Camp’s Museum is trying to grow its volunteer staff and help share the history of Scouting in the South
Louisiana Council. The Museum Guide (Docent) program will teach museum basics and let the Scout or adult
walk through the images and stories of the past. They will teach them the ways to catalog, display and tell stories
of the history of Avondale and the South Louisiana Council. For those interested in learning how to set up, run
and Staff a museum, this program is for you. Open to youth and adults.

On-Line Registration

The ability to register your unit and schedule each individual Scout’s merit badges on-line will be open shortly.
Register to attend camp on the South Louisiana Council page at: https://scoutingevent.com/211-
WinterCampAvondale. Merit badge classes are assigned on a first come - first served basis.

If you have any problems with registration you can email info@ScoutingSouthlLouisiana.org, or contact the
Baton Rouge Service Center at 225-926-2697.
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Avondale Winter Camp 2026 Merit Badges

Archery: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

American Indian Culture: No pre-requisites.

Animal Study: No pre-requisites, will earn at camp.

Astronomy: No pre-requisites, will earn at camp.

Aviation: No pre-requisites.

Bird Study: No pre-requisites; will earn at camp. (Binoculars, notebook and pen required)

Camping: Pre-requisites - #4b, #5e, #7b, #8d, #9a and #9b.

Canoeing: Must have current swim test. Will be earned at camp.

Chess: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Citizenship in the Community: 13 years old; read merit badge book, bring pre-printed map of the community and govt org
chart for your area; #8 completed work sheet can be emailed to counselor after completion, following Safeguarding Youth guidelines.
Note: Requirements 5 and 7 are not covered at camp.

Citizenship in the Nation: 1 prerequisite - #7

Citizenship in the World: No pre-requisites.

Climbing: No pre-requisites.

Communication: 5 pre-requisites - #2, #3, #4, #5%*, #6**
*If you can't make an actual meeting, please google the East Baton Rouge Metro Council as they stream live meetings the scout can watch.
**PL EASE PRACTICE AND BRING ANY ITEMS NEEDED TO TEACH!

Cooking: There are 4 pre-requisites, #2c, #4a-f, #5d-h and #6

Crime Prevention: 2 pre-requisites - #3a and #3b

Dance: Pending approval from test lab

Disabilities Awareness: 3 pre-requisites - #2, #4a, #4b

Emergency Preparedness: 2 pre-requisites - #3 and #9 (Can obtain First Aid while at camp)

Environmental Science: 1 pre-requisite- 7b, will earn at camp.

Finger Printing: No pre-requisites

First Aid: No pre-requisites; will be earned at camp. (Must have personal first aid kit for class)

Fishing and Fish and Wildlife Management: (Offered in same class), No pre-requisites should be
able to complete at camp based on fishing gods.

Forestry: No pre-requisites will be earned at camp. (Notebook and pen required)

Geocaching: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Law: There are 4 pre-requisites:

#4. Ask 5 people (not more than 1 from your immediate family) about the role of law enforcement officers in our society. Discuss their answers with them. *Bring written list and short
report of discussion.

#5. Research and prepare to discuss several laws that were passed to protect the consumer and the seller. Describe several or ganizations that provide help to consumers and sellers.
#9. Be prepared to discuss which legal job you prefer and why?

#11. Be prepared to discuss the importance of 2 of the following areas of law or process: a. Administrative b. Alternative Dispute Resolution c. Bankruptcy d. Biotechnology e.
Environmental f. Family g. Immigration h. Information Technology i. Intellectual Property (Copyright, Patents, & Trademarks) j. International k. Privacy

Leather Work: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Motorboating: Must have current swim test, will be earned at camp.

Music: No pre-requisites will be earned at camp.

Orienteering: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Painting: No pre-requisites will be earned at camp.

Personal Management: Requirement #8 must be tracked after camp and emailed to merit badge
counselor upon completion.

Pioneering: No pre-requisites, will be completed at camp.
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Photography: No pre-requisites, will be completed at camp.

Public Speaking: No pre-requisites, will be completed at camp.

Radio: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Rifle: 520 fee for class supplies

Search & Rescue: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Scouting Heritage: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Shotgun: 525 fee for class supplies

Skating: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp. (Scouts must bring their own skates)

Small Boat Sailing: Must have a current swim test.

Soil and Water Conservation: No pre-requisites will be completed at camp.

Surveying: No pre-requisites.

Sustainability: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Traffic Safety: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Weather: No pre-requisites.

Welding: 1 pre-requisite, 7a. 525 fee for class supplies

Wilderness Survival: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.

Woodworking: No pre-requisites, will be earned at camp.
Program Offerings

ATV: No pre-requisites, will be completed at camp.

Hunters Education: No pre-requisites, will be completed at camp.

Museum Docent: No pre-requisites.

Rougarou Wrangler: First-Year Camper Program: Remember to pack your Scout Handbook, a mess kit, and

bring a positive attitude.
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Avondale Winter Camp
2026 Class Schedule

See the Winter Camp — Camp
Avondale — Merit Badges Offered
listing on the webpage.
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Avondale Winter Camp
Camp Schedule

TBA
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Avondale Winter Camp
Camp Avondale Map
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Directions to
Avondale Winter Camp
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