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Finger Printing – Crime Prevention
You need to print this form and bring it with you to Merit Badge College.  
Highlighted areas are to be completed outside of class.

Finger Printing
1. Give a short history of fingerprinting. Tell the difference between civil and criminal identification.
2. Explain the difference between the automated fingerprint identification systems (AFIS) now used by some law enforcement agencies and the biometric fingerprint systems used to control access to places like buildings, airports, and computer rooms.
3. Do the following:
a. Name the surfaces of the body where friction or papillary ridges are found.
b. Name the two basic principles supporting the science of fingerprints and give a brief explanation of each principle.
c. Explain what it takes to positively identify a person using fingerprints.
4. Take a clear set of prints using ONE of the following methods:
a. Make both rolled and plain impressions. Make these on an 8-by-8-inch fingerprint identification card available from your local police department or counselor.
b. Using clear adhesive tape, a pencil, and plain paper, record your own fingerprints or those of another person.
5. Show your merit badge counselor you can identify the three basic types of fingerprint patterns and their subcategories. Using your own hand, identify the types of patterns you see.
Crime Prevention
1. Discuss the role and value of laws in society with regard to crime and crime prevention. Include in your discussion the definitions of "crime" and "crime prevention."
2. Prepare a journal from various sources that addresses crime and crime prevention efforts in your community.
3. Discuss the following with your counselor:
a. The role of citizens, including youth, in crime prevention
b. Gangs and their impact on the community
c. When and how to report a crime
4. After doing EACH of the following, discuss with your counselor what you have learned.
a. Inspect your neighborhood for opportunities that may lead to crime. Learn how to do a crime prevention survey.
b. Using the checklist in this (the merit badge) pamphlet, conduct a security survey of your home and discuss the results with your family.
5. Teach your family or patrol members how to protect themselves from crime at home. at school, in your community, and while traveling.
6. Help raise awareness about one school safety issue facing students by doing ONE of the following:
a. Create a poster for display on a school bulletin board.
b. With permission from school officials, create a page long public service announcement that could be read over the public address system at school or posted on the school's website.
c. Make a presentation to a group such as a Cub Scout den that addresses the issue.
7. Do ONE of the following:
a. Assist in the planning and organization of a crime prevention program in your community such as Neighborhood Watch, Community Watch, or Crime Stoppers. Explain how this program can benefit your neighborhood.
b. With your parent's and counselor's approval, visit a jail or detention facility or a criminal court hearing. Discuss your experience with your counselor.
8. Discuss the following with your counselor:
a. How drug abuse awareness programs help prevent crime
b. Why alcohol, tobacco, and marijuana are sometimes called "gateway drugs" and how "gateway drugs" can lead to the use of other drugs
c. The potential consequences from the misuse of prescription drugs.
d. How the illegal sale and use of drugs lead to other crimes
e. Three resources in your city where a person with a drug problem or drug-related problem can go for help
f. How to recognize child abuse
g. The three R's of Youth Protection
9. Discuss the following with your counselor:
a. The role of a sheriff's or police department in crime prevention.
b. The purpose and operation of agencies in your community that help law enforcement personnel prevent crime, and how those agencies function during emergency situations.
c. Explain the role private security plays in crime prevention.
d. Choose a career in the crime prevention or security industry that interests you. Describe the level of education required and responsibilities of a person in that position. Tell why this position interests you.




________________________________   ___________________________________   ________________
Scout Name			                             Address				Troop Number

_________________________________   ___________________________________   _______________
Counselor Signature		         		Unit Leader Signature		Date Completed


Counselor: Initial next to the box located to the left of the requirement completed in class.  Sign the space that states Counselor Signature.
Scout: Complete the spaces above for Scout Name, Address and Troop Number.  Complete all highlighted areas outside of class.

This form replaces the traditional “Blue Card”.
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