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Merit Badge Counselor: Kris Julius
Link: https://www.scouting.org/merit-badges/graphic-arts/
The field of graphic arts includes many kinds of work in the printing and publishing industries. Graphic arts professionals are involved in the creation of all kinds of printed communication, from business cards to books to billboards. The scope of printing communications is huge.
Pre-Requisites
6. Do ONE of the following, and then describe the highlights of your visit:
(a) Visit a newspaper printing plant. Follow a story from the editor to the press.
Resource: How The New York Times Is Made (video)
(b) Visit a retail, commercial, or in-plant printing facility. Follow a project from beginning to end.
Resources: Traditional Bookbinding | How It's Made (video)
Flexographic Printing Basics (video)
(c) Visit a school's graphic arts program. Find out what courses are available and what the prerequisites are.
Resources: Study Graphic Arts | Winchester School of Art (video)
Top 50 Graphic Design Schools and Colleges in the U.S (website)
(d) With your parent or guardian's permission, visit three websites that belong to graphic arts professional organizations and/or printing-related companies (suppliers, manufacturers, printers). Print out or download product or service information from two of the sites.
Resources: GCEA - Graphic Communicators Education Association (website)
Book Arts Associations (website)
7. Find out about three career opportunities in graphic arts. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you.
Resources: Desktop Publishing as a Career (video)
Printing Press Operators (video)
Graphic Design and Printing Career Guide (website)
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