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Merit Badge Counselor: Kevin Bump, kang0372@gmail.com
Link: https://www.scouting.org/merit-badges/sustainability/
Learn to reduce waste and teach sustainable practices to others so you can help conserve Earth's resources with the Sustainability Merit Badge. Scouts will develop and implement a plan to reduce their water usage, household food waste, and learn about the sustainability of different energy sources, including fossil fuels, solar, wind, nuclear, hydropower, and geothermal.
Pre-Requisites
*Requirements 2-6 require you to be prepared to discuss 1 of 3 sustainability subjects with your Counselor about water, food, community, energy and stuff.  
*You must come prepared to discuss one topic of each to get signature.  
*Requirement 8a must be done at a campout or other outdoor Scouting activity.
1. Describe the meaning of sustainability in your own words. Explain the importance of sustainability to society and how you can contribute to fulfilling the needs of current generations without compromising the needs of future generations.
Resources:What is Sustainability (video)
Introduction to Sustainability (video)
2. Water. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:
Resources:The Water Cycle - Weather and Climate (video)
The Water Cycle (video)
· (a) Evaluate your household water usage. If available, review water bills from the past year and evaluate the seasonal changes in water use. Identify three ways to help reduce water consumption.
Resource: How We Use Water (video)
3. Food. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:
Resources: Matter and Energy in Food Webs (video)
Food and Energy in Organisms (video)
· (a) Explore the sustainability of different types of plant-based, animal-based and aquaculture food. Identify where four different foods (such as milk, eggs, tuna fish, avocados, or ketchup) come from and how they are processed and transported from the source to you.
Resources:Exploring Food Sustainability (video)
Food Sustainability Basics (video)
Food Systems Innovation (video)
4. Community. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:
Resources: Impacts of Urbanization (video)
What Happens When We Band Together? (video)
· (a) Create a sketch depicting how you would design a sustainable community and be prepared to explain how the housing, work locations, shops, schools, and transportation systems affect energy, pollution, natural resources, and the economy of the community.
Resources:Designing a Sustainable Community (video)
Creating a Sustainable Community (video)
5. Energy. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:
Resource:Energy Resources (video)
· (a) Learn about the sustainability of different energy sources, including coal, gas, geothermal, hydro power, nuclear, petroleum, solar, and wind. Identify three common energy sources in the United States and describe how the production and consumption of each of these energy sources affects sustainability.
Resources:Renewable Energy (video)
Carbon Footprint (video)
6. Stuff. Do ONE of the following and discuss with your counselor:
Resources:Decluttering (video)
Why Do We Have So Much Stuff? (video)
· (a) Create a list of 15 items of your personal "stuff." Classify each item as an essential need (such as soap) or a desirable want (such as a video game). Identify any excess "stuff" you no longer need, working with your family, if possible. Donate, repurpose, or recycle those items you can.
7. Do TWO of the following and discuss with your counselor:
· (d) Learn how the world's population affects the sustainability of Earth. Discuss three human activities that may contribute to putting Earth at risk, now and in the future.
Resources: Population Affects Resources (video)
How Population Growth Impacts the Planet (video)
· (e) Explain the term species (plant or animal) decline. Share the human activities that contribute to species decline, what can be done to help reverse the decline, and its impact on a sustainable environment.
Resources:Should We Let Pandas Go Extinct? (video)
Extinction Explained (video)
Stop Extinction! (video)
8. Do the following:
· (a) On a campout or other outdoor Scouting activity that you attend, make notes on the sustainability practices you and your fellow Scouts practice. Observe transportation, forestry, soil conservation, water resources, habitat, buildings, campsites, and sanitation. Share what you observed and learned with your counselor.
Resources:Sustainable Camping Tips (Packing & Hiking) (video)
What Does LNT Means to Scouts (video)
· (b) Discuss with your counselor how living by the Scout Oath, Scout Law, Leave No Trace Seven Principles and the Outdoor Code in your daily life helps promote sustainability.
Resources: Camping Tricks: The Scout Turn Around Rule LNT (video)
Leave No Trace—And There's a Song! (video)
· (c) Identify 5 behavioral changes that you and your family can make to improve the sustainability of your household. Share and discuss each with your counselor.
Resources:Sustainability in Your Life (video)
10 Ways to Take Care of the Environment (video)
9. Learn about career opportunities in the sustainability field. Pick one and find out the education, training, and experience required. Discuss what you have learned with your counselor and explain why this career might interest you.
Resources:Career Paths in Sustainability (video)
Green Jobs- Building for the Future (video)
Sustainability Careers (video)
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