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Fall 2020 Day One Fishing Derby 
Friday October 2 - Saturday October 3 

Event Description and Instructions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Event Description 

Cub Scouts and their families will fish at their pleasure and compete for prizes. The COVID 

pandemic prevents group gatherings, so dens or families will choose where and how to fish 

during the designated time period using equipment and bait supplied on their own. Registrants 

will be provided with a special form that will be used to record their catch. Participants will take 

a picture of their catch with the form in the frame. The form will then be uploaded to a special 

e-mail address for judging. All registrants will receive a Day 1 patch. Special prizes will be 

awarded for the longest, biggest/heaviest, and ugliest catches. 

How to Register 

Registration is available through the Three Fires Council website at: 
https://threefirescouncil.org/portfolio/catch-the-adventure/  

https://threefirescouncil.org/portfolio/catch-the-adventure/
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Who can participate 

The contest is open to all Three Fires Council Cub Scouts. The event is also open to all siblings of 

TFC Cub Scouts who are age 11 or younger. Older scouts and adults are encouraged to fish 

along side the Cub Scout youth, but prizes will only be awarded for fish caught by registered 

Cub-age youth. 

When will we fish 

The fishing hours for the derby are from 4:00 pm on Friday October 2 through midnight 

Saturday October 3. 

Where can we fish 

Participants will fish in any inland waterway in Northeast Illinois bounded by the Wisconsin 

border on the north, I-39 on the West, and I-80 on the south. Lake Michigan is specifically 

excluded. Paid fishing lake attractions are also excluded. Participants will note the waterway on 

their submission. You can fish in more than one site during the contest timeframe. Popular 

spots in this area include: 

-  State parks (Chain-o-lakes, James Pate Phillip, Silver Springs, Shabbona Lake, etc.) 

-  Forest preserve lakes (Blackwell, Herrick Lake, Whalon Lake, etc.) 

-  Larger rivers (Des Plaines, DuPage, Fox, etc.) 

-  Public lakes (Fox Lake, etc). 

What equipment is allowed 

All traditional single line fishing equipment is allowed, including pole lines, spinning rod/reels, 

and fly rods. Participants must supply their own equipment. 

What bait is allowed  

Participants may use any type of bait, including live bait and artificial lures. Live bait is generally 

available at sporting goods stores and larger big box stores such as Meier. Due to the pandemic, 

it is best to call the store ahead to make sure bait is in stock. 

What type of fish will we catch 

There is no restriction on the type of fish caught. Prizes will be awarded for the longest, 

biggest/heaviest, and ugliest fish caught. Participants may submit multiple entries. 

  



3 
 

Fishing license requirements 

Youth under the age of 16 do not require a license. All persons 16 or older holding a pole in the 

water are required to have a State of Illinois fishing license. There are several options for 

purchasing a license; see more information at 

https://www.ifishillinois.org/regulations/FishingDigest.pdf . Licenses may be purchased at most 

sporting goods stores.  

Submission form 

The contest requires registered participants to pre-print a special form that will be used to 

record their catch. Participants will fill out the form as much as possible in advance, then bring 

it with them when they fish. If the participant chooses to submit a catch to the contest, they 

will use a smartphone to take a picture of the catch with the form in the picture. The picture 

will then be e-mailed to a special address to be used for collecting all submissions. Participant 

may wish to print and complete several copies of the form so they can submit more than one 

entry. 

Judging 

The judges for the event are the volunteer event organizers and the professional staff at Three 

Fires Council. Judges may not be related to contestants. All judging will be based solely on the 

pictures submitted. The special submission form must be visible and readable in each picture 

submitted. Prizes will be awarded for the longest, biggest/heaviest, and ugliest fish caught. All 

selections by the judges are final.  

 

General Instructions 

1. Register for the event with your family and friends. 

2. Plan/obtain the equipment you will use. 

3. Plan/obtain the bait you will use. 

4. Pick a site (or two) for fishing. 

5. Print several copies of the submission form starting Thursday night October 1. Complete 

the information on the form(s) as much as possible in permanent ink. 

6. Make sure a parent or den leader has a fully charged smartphone capable of taking 

pictures and e-mailing them to the contest address. 

7. Commence fishing and (hopefully) catch a long, big or ugly fish! 

8. Take a picture of the fish with your form in the frame. 

9. E-mail the picture(s) to the special address. 

10. Watch for the announcement of the winners on Three Fires Council website. 

https://www.ifishillinois.org/regulations/FishingDigest.pdf

