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A MESSAGE FROM THE CAMP DIRECTOR
WELCOME TO POLARIS

Dear Scouts and Scouters:
Welcome to Polaris, the winter adventure at the Gerald I. Lawhorn Scouting Base – Camp Thunder. We are thrilled to have you and your troop join us for the 2026 season, and we have a tremendous facility waiting for you.
This year we invite you into the Legend of the Yeti. For generations, the coldest nights at Camp Thunder have carried a rumor – that something moves through the frost along Thundering Springs, leaving tracks that vanish by morning. This December, your Scouts will take up the hunt: reading sign, braving the chill, and writing the next chapter of the legend. Many adventures await – the thrill of Georgia’s winter woods, discovering a new hobby, and the fellowship that only a true winter camp can forge.
Our camp staff are committed to providing the best possible experience. Our priority is to exceed your expectations on program, facilities, and service. The staff has been carefully selected and trained to assist you, and they are ready to help at any time.
Polaris is a genuine winter camp experience. Please read this guide from cover to cover, absorb the information in it, and share it with your adult and junior leaders. Our program is the premier winter camp in the South – take time to prepare for your adventure.
If you have any questions, please contact our camping team. We will be happy to work with your troop in any way we can. The legend is waiting.

Yours in Scouting,
Greg Joiner
Camp Director – Camp Thunder
762-247-0900     Greg.Joiner@Scouting.org


WHO WE ARE
OUR PHILOSOPHY & MISSION
Our Philosophy
We believe that all youth have the right to learn leadership, personal health, environmental stewardship, and social life skills through outdoor challenge in a fun and inclusive environment.
Our Mission
Provide eye-opening, awe-inspiring, and life-changing outdoor experiences.
Above all else, we will:
1. Ensure that each and every Scout has an enjoyable experience, which will develop into fond memories of camp and Scouting.
1. Ensure that, unconditionally, each and every Scout, Scouter, guest, and employee experiences Scouting as a safe haven. Camp will provide inclusive services and demand an atmosphere of non-degradation and celebration from all who participate.
1. Teach fundamental skills to each Scout and Scouter which relate to leadership, citizenship, personal well-being, and career development.
1. Seek to establish and maintain a unique environment where youth are socially outgoing and interact unselfishly with both peers and adults; foster new friendships through fellowship and joviality.

	THE LEGEND OF THE YETI
They say the Yeti of Thundering Springs only wakes when the frost sets deep in the pines. Track it, out-camp it, and out-last the cold – and you’ll earn your place in the legend.




GETTING HERE
DIRECTIONS TO THE LAWHORN SCOUTING BASE
Physical Address:  506 Thundering Springs Road, Molena, Georgia 30258
From Griffin (approx. 45 min):
US 19 South to the first light in Zebulon. Turn right on GA Highway 18 West through Concord and Molena to GA Highway 74. Turn left on GA 74 and travel east 2 miles toward Thomaston. Turn right on Lawrence Road and make an immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road. Travel straight 1/2 mile into the base.
From Newnan (approx. 1 hr):
GA Highway 16 east to the Senoia light, then right on GA Highway 85 South. Travel through Gay to Woodbury; turn left at the light for GA Highways 74/18/109 and travel ~4 miles. Follow GA 74 (stay right toward Thomaston) 2 miles. Right on Lawrence Road, immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road, 1/2 mile in.
From Fayetteville (approx. 1 hr):
GA Highway 85 South through Senoia and Gay to Woodbury; turn left at the light for GA Highways 74/18/109 and travel ~4 miles. Follow GA 74 (stay right toward Thomaston) 2 miles. Right on Lawrence Road, immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road, 1/2 mile in.
From Thomaston (approx. 15 min):
Take GA Highway 74 West ~14 miles. Turn left on Lawrence Road and make an immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road. Travel straight 1/2 mile into the base.
From I-75 South (traveling north):
I-75 north to Macon at exit 156 for the I-475 bypass west. Take exit 5 for GA Highway 74 West / Thomaston Road. Follow GA 74 West to Thomaston (~32 miles), then continue ~14 miles. Left on Lawrence Road, immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road, 1/2 mile in.
From I-75 North (traveling south):
I-75 south to McDonough at exit 216 for GA Highway 155 West to Griffin. US 19 South to the first light in Zebulon. Right on GA Highway 18 West through Concord and Molena to GA 74. Left on GA 74 east 2 miles toward Thomaston. Right on Lawrence Road, immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road, 1/2 mile in.
From I-85 South (traveling north):
I-85 north to LaGrange at exit 18 for GA Highway 109 East to Woodbury. Continue on GA Highways 74/18/109 ~4 miles. Stay right to follow GA 74 (toward Thomaston) 2 miles. Right on Lawrence Road, immediate right onto Thundering Springs Road, 1/2 mile in.
For custom directions, please contact our camping staff.
Estimated Travel Times From Common Departures
	Departure
	Time
	Departure
	Time

	Atlanta Airport
	1 hr 15 min
	Birmingham
	3 hr 30 min

	Macon
	1 hr 35 min
	Orlando
	7 hr 15 min

	Savannah
	4 hr 20 min
	Miami
	10 hr 55 min

	Valdosta
	3 hr 40 min
	Nashville
	5 hr 40 min

	Columbus
	1 hr 10 min
	Charlotte
	5 hr 35 min

	Jacksonville
	5 hr 40 min
	Tampa
	7 hr 25 min




PLANNING INFORMATION
WINTER CAMP DETAILS
Dates:  Saturday, December 19 – Tuesday, December 22, 2026
Location:  Camp Thunder, 506 Thundering Springs Road, Molena, Georgia 30258
Reservation Deposit:  $50 per unit
Camp Fees:  The basic camp fee is all-inclusive.

	Participant Type
	Camp Fee

	Youth – paid in full by December 15
	$190

	Adult – paid in full by December 15
	$75


*The deposit will be counted toward fees.
100% of fees are due by December 15.
The following fee schedule is required for all troops:
1. $50.00 deposit due at time of registration.
1. $75.00 per Scout & $25.00 per additional adult (over 2 free) due November 1.
1. Balance due by December 15.
Reservation Information
Visit www.FlintRiverCouncil.org to complete the online registration form and make your $50 deposit. Reservations must include a projected number of male adults, female adults, male youth, and female youth attending.
Reservation deposits are non-refundable but are applied 100% to camping fees. Individual cancellations made by November 1 will be refunded 75%. Cancellations between November 1 and December 1 will be refunded 50%. Cancellations between December 2 and December 15 will be refunded 25%. No refunds will be made for cancellations after December 15.
Specific requests for campsites will be accepted but cannot be guaranteed. Units paid in full first receive priority campsite assignments. If bringing more individuals than your December 15 count, please bring tents to accommodate them. Campsites may have more than one unit assigned. All campsites have water and toilet facilities. Electricity is available in limited capacity; extension cords are not provided.


PLANNING INFORMATION
WHEN YOU ARRIVE & CHECK-OUT
When You Arrive
Check-in will be held on December 19th from 9:00–10:30 am at Howard Lodge.
	Please note: Units wishing to camp early on December 18th are on their own – gates open at 5:00 pm. No camp services or staff support are provided until official check-in begins on the 19th.


1. Your unit will be greeted upon arrival at Howard Lodge and met by your Troop Guide. Two (2) completed copies of your unit roster are required for check-in.
1. Pre-camp health screening forms must be turned in immediately.
1. One adult leader will remain to complete check-in. Your Troop Guide, youth, and all other adult leaders will begin the camp tour and proceed to the campsite. Before entering the campsite, an inspection will be completed. The tour includes a brief visit to program areas and a dining hall orientation. We ask that adult leaders participate in this tour with the youth.
1. The adult completing check-in will meet with the medical officer to turn in and review medical forms and medications. All medications must be turned in to the Health Officer, and a leader will need to accompany their Scouts to the Health Officer each day to receive medications. The unit’s insurance information is required at this time. Before being cleared to enter camp, this leader will receive a program packet and check-in information. Merit Badge Class Changes will be offered after the opening campfire on the evening of the 19th.
1. An adult leader orientation will be held following dinner in Howard Lodge. A Senior Patrol Leader orientation will be held following dinner in the dining hall (check schedule for times). These sessions review the schedule and program areas. One representative from every unit is required to attend each session.
Checking Out
Check-out is on December 22nd. All camp facilities will be closed at 10:30 am.
1. Please ensure your campsite is in the same condition as when you arrived.
1. The unit is responsible for removing all trash from the campsite and taking it to the dumpster located by the dining hall.
1. After cleanup, an adult leader must report to the camp office to check out and pick up all medical forms. Medical forms left at camp will be transported to the Council Service Center and held for 7 days. It is the responsibility of the troop/parent to pick up health forms left behind.
Camp Registration & Class Schedule Registration
All camp registration, payments, and class scheduling are completed online through the link at www.FlintRiverCouncil.org. Additional assistance is available at 762-247-0900.
Provisional Scouts
Scouts may attend Polaris on an individual basis as Provisional Scouts, provided with experienced adult leadership so they can participate fully. Provisional Scouts must provide certification of accident/sickness insurance coverage. Provisional father/son groups are also common. Sign-up for provisional Scouts must be done by contacting the camping department at 762-247-0900.
If your troop is willing to host provisional Scouts during camp, please let us know.


PLANNING INFORMATION
REFUNDS
Any overpayment of camp fees will be documented at check-in. A check for the overpayment will be mailed from the Council Service Center. We are not permitted to issue refunds from camp. Please note our refund policy and inform us in a timely manner when your numbers change, so as not to forfeit funds paid for campers unable to attend.
	Reservation deposits are non-refundable but are applied 100% to camping fees. Individual cancellations made by November 1 will be refunded 75%. Cancellations between November 1 and December 1 will be refunded 50%. Cancellations between December 2 and December 15 will be refunded 25%. No refunds will be made for cancellations after December 15.




PLANNING INFORMATION
MEDICAL INFORMATION
Every person who attends camp must submit a completed and signed BSA medical form, including a physical examination according to the standards on the form. Forms must be current and complete. These forms are due at time of arrival at camp; do not mail medical forms to camp in advance. All medical forms must be turned in on the Annual Health & Medical Record (34605).
Any person with an incorrect or out-of-date form will be required to visit a physician before entering camp, at the person’s own expense.
Review your youth and adult medical forms in advance of leaving for camp. Give special attention to dietary restrictions and prescribed medications, family history, and emergency contact information.
Dietary restrictions must be submitted by December 1, 2026.
Pre-Camp Screenings
All units are required to complete a pre-camp health screening using our form within 72 hours of departure to camp. The screening can be completed by any adult 21 or older; it may be done via phone through the parents.
Arrival Screenings
Upon arrival, one adult leader will complete a brief health screening with their unit and sign the arrival screening form. Individuals who are symptomatic will be quarantined.
Outbreak Procedure
In the event of an outbreak, participants with an illness will receive care in a quarantined environment. All others in their campsite will be immediately re-screened for fever and other symptoms.
Hospital or Doctor Visit
1. It is the responsibility of the unit leadership to provide transportation for members of their unit requiring non-emergency attention.
1. At least one adult leader will accompany the Scout requiring medical services and must obtain the Scout’s medical form before leaving camp property. Two-deep supervision is required at all times.
1. Parents/guardians will be notified immediately by the Camp Director or unit leader of any serious illness or injury. Parents not at home while a Scout is at camp must advise adult leaders of contact information in case of emergency.
1. The Camp Health Officer must clear all cases requiring outside medical care.
1. The troop is responsible for providing proof of insurance upon arrival at the doctor’s office or hospital, or paying cash for services provided.


PLANNING INFORMATION
PRE-CAMP CHECKLIST
1. Review the Leader’s Guide with the Patrol Leaders’ Council, Troop Committee, and Scoutmasters. Make notes, record questions, then contact our camping representatives at 762-247-0900.
1. Ensure all youth and adults complete the appropriate medical forms; collect and review them. Do not mail medical forms to camp – bring them for check-in.
1. Communication with Parents:
1. Collect all camp fees.
1. Communicate time, place, and date of departure and arrival home.
1. Communicate the camp’s mailing address: 506 Thundering Springs Rd., Molena, GA 30258.
1. Communicate the camp’s emergency contact number: 762-247-0900 (Camp Director).
1. Give a blank copy of the medical form and the deadline for completion/return.
1. Communicate directions to camp (or direct to www.FlintRiverCouncil.org).
1. $75 per Scout payment & $25 per additional adult due by November 1.
1. 100% of camp fees due by December 15 ($5 late fee if paid after Dec. 15).
1. Troop Committee: arrange necessary adult leadership (minimum 2 adults at all times) and transportation to and from camp.
1. Patrol Leaders’ Council: develop a list of troop and patrol equipment to take to camp.
1. Individual Registration: register each individual online; discuss class schedules and preparations; register for classes online (opens November 18 for those paid in full).
1. Going to Camp: final review of checklist; collect and review medical forms for signatures and insurance; complete troop roster (2 copies) with unit insurance policy number; conduct pre-camp health screening within 72 hours of departure.


PLANNING INFORMATION
WHAT TO BRING TO CAMP
	Personal Gear
1. Complete Scout uniform
1. Sweater and/or jacket
1. Swim suit (Polar Bear Swim)
1. Long pants & long-sleeved shirts
1. Scout-related T-shirt (3 minimum)
1. Raincoat or poncho
1. Hiking boots
1. 3-season sleeping bag & pillow
1. Sweat pants
1. Belt
1. Socks (4 pair)
1. Extra footwear
1. Underwear / long underwear
1. Gloves
1. Hat
Toilet Articles
1. Toothbrush & toothpaste
1. Wash cloth / towels
1. Soap & shampoo
1. Deodorant
1. Comb / brush
1. Sunscreen
Patrol Gear
1. Flags
1. Patrol Leader’s Handbook
1. Patrol first aid kit
1. Patrol cook kit
Advancement Materials
1. Scout Handbook
1. Notebook w/ pens or pencils
1. Merit badge pamphlets
1. Completed merit badge work
1. BSA requirement book
1. Scout field book
	Other Items
1. Flashlight w/ new batteries
1. Pocketknife
1. Spending money ($60 average)
1. Personal first aid kit
1. Fishing gear
1. Sunglasses
1. Compass
1. Camera
1. OA sash
1. Canteen / water bottles
1. Day pack
1. Alarm clock
Troop Gear
1. Firewood
1. Portable shelter with sides
1. Water cooler
1. Propane stove
1. Silverware
1. American & troop flags
1. Troop library
1. Troop first aid kit
1. Rope
1. Shovel & other tools
1. Coolers
1. Lanterns
Leave At Home
– Fireworks
– Firearms & ammunition
– Personal electronics



Lawhorn Scouting Base and Flint River Council will NOT be liable for damage, theft, and/or loss of personal items and belongings.
	❄  Focus on warm clothes & layers. Average daytime temperatures range 33°–55° F – nights are colder. Pack for the Yeti’s weather.  ❄




GENERAL INFORMATION
CAMP RULES & SCOUTING IDEALS
As a Scouting facility, the rules for personal and group behavior are the ideals found in Scouting.

	SCOUT OATH
On my honor, I will do my best
to do my duty to God and my country,
and to obey the Scout Law;
to help other people at all times;
to keep myself physically strong,
mentally awake, and morally straight.
	SCOUT LAW
A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, Helpful,
Friendly, Courteous, Kind, Obedient,
Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, Clean,
and Reverent.



Outdoor Code
As an American, I will do my best to be clean in my outdoor manners, be careful with fire, be considerate in the outdoors, and be conservation minded.
Rules Enforced at the Lawhorn Scouting Base
1. Fireworks are prohibited.
1. Throwing rocks is forbidden.
1. All cars must be parked in one of the camp parking lots. No parking on the side of the road.
1. Alcoholic beverages and illicit substances are prohibited.
1. Closed-toed shoes must be worn at all times. Sandals may only be worn at the waterfront and showers.
1. All campers and visitors must sign-in/sign-out at the camp office.
1. Two-deep leadership is required at all times for youth. BSA Youth Protection guidelines must be practiced.
1. No thru traffic in program areas. No driving through camp at all – service and maintenance vehicles only.
1. No running on trails, hills, or stairways.
1. Bicycles are not permitted (unless enrolled in the mountain biking program).
1. No one may ride in the back of a truck or trailer; seat belts must be worn by anyone in a moving vehicle.
1. Speed limit in camp is 10 mph. Pedestrians always have the right of way.
1. No electric vehicle charging. We do not have the infrastructure to provide those services; anyone caught doing so will be asked to leave.


GENERAL INFORMATION
CAMP OPERATIONS & POLICIES
Adult Leader & Senior Patrol Leader Meetings
An orientation meeting for Scoutmasters is held after dinner the first night in Howard Lodge; every unit should be represented. A Senior Patrol Leader meeting is held each day after lunch in the dining hall. A brief check-out meeting is held on the final evening, directly following closing campfire, in Howard Lodge, for Scoutmasters and Senior Patrol Leaders.
Transportation
Each troop is responsible for safe transportation to and from camp and must meet BSA insurance requirements. Members may not be transported in the back of pickup trucks; seat belts must be worn at all times.
Vehicles in Camp
No personal vehicles are allowed past the parking lot. Troop trailers may be dropped in troop campsites. Vehicles in camp must use headlights and hazard lights. Speed limit is 10 mph; violations result in dismissal from camp property.
Parking
Parking lots are provided at the front and back entrances. Vehicles are not permitted past these lots without the appropriate permit.
Leaving During Camp
Scouts and adults should have no reason to leave camp except for an emergency, and must be under appropriate adult supervision. Sign out at the camp office prior to leaving and upon return.
Mail Service
Mail generally takes 2–5 days. Register and insure all packages. Leaders may pick up mail at the office just before dinner. Address: Troop # “Scout’s Name,” Lawhorn Scouting Base, 506 Thundering Springs Rd, Molena, GA 30258.
Cell Phone Service
Service at camp is very limited; the most reliable provider is Verizon. Scout cell phone use is not permitted during merit badge classes unless the instructor asks Scouts to use their phone.
Litter
“A Scout is Clean.” Trash must be taken to the dumpster at the parking lot; there is no campsite trash service.
Pets
All pets are to be left at home. Pets of any type are not permitted, including those brought by parents or visitors. Registered service animals are the only animals allowed.
Chemical Fuels Policy
Knowledgeable adult supervision must be present when Scouts use, handle, light, or store chemical fuels. All fuels must be stored in a locked container. Battery-operated lanterns and flashlights should be used. No fuel, lanterns, stoves, or candles in or near tents and camp structures.
Uniform
The BSA field uniform is worn for evening flag ceremonies, dinner, and campfires. Activity uniforms are appropriate the remainder of the day. Uniforms must always be worn buttoned up and tucked in.
Smoking
The Lawhorn Scouting Base is a tobacco-free facility. Adults may use tobacco only in the secluded area behind the dining hall. Use elsewhere results in dismissal.
Ammunition, Firearms & Related Items
Personal weapons and ammunition are not allowed. No hunting arrows, ammunition, or rocket engines may be brought on the property.
Fishing
Fishing in the river requires a license.
Lost & Found
Items are turned in to the camp office. Encourage Scouts to mark belongings with name and troop number. Items are kept for 1 week, then donated to a local charity.
Quartermaster
Units may pick up latrine supplies and cleaning equipment as needed and tools for special projects. The troop is responsible for returning all items clean and in working order prior to check-out. Arrange checkout of tools and supplies through the Commissioner Staff.


GENERAL INFORMATION
FACILITIES & DINING HALL
Damage to Camp Facilities
All campsites and equipment are inspected at check-in and check-out. Damages are assessed by the Camp Director and paid in full upon leaving camp. Please conduct a thorough check-in inspection.
Sample charges for damage (full list available):
	Item
	Charge

	Mattress replacement (rips, cuts, writing)
	$250.00

	Bed frame replacement
	$500.00

	Tent/fly rips & tears (per inch)
	$60.00

	Writing on canvas (per panel)
	$100.00

	Tent replacement
	$1,000.00

	Tent fly replacement
	$800.00

	Damage to live trees
	$50.00

	Improper trash disposal
	$50.00

	Scarring of earth (per square foot)
	$50.00


Dining Hall Operations
Meal times will be provided on the schedule at check-in. Leaders are asked to help supervise cleanup.
Each meal has been planned and approved by a nutrition expert. Breakfast includes a fruit bar, oatmeal, and cereal each day. A salad bar with peanut butter & jelly sandwiches is available at lunch and dinner.
	Additional options are always available for those with special needs. We cannot guarantee allergen-free meals, but are happy to work with families of Scouts with specific allergies on a reduced-price plan if they provide their own food. Cold/dry storage and heating options are available. Dietary restrictions must be submitted by December 1, 2026. After this date, we cannot guarantee delivery of special meals.




PROGRAM INFORMATION
MERIT BADGE & PROGRAM OFFERINGS
Polaris offers a slate of merit badges and program activities across three daily program periods. Registration for classes opens online November 18 for units paid in full. Merit Badge Class Changes are offered after opening campfire on the evening of December 19th.
The grid below is provided for your unit to record the badges and program blocks your Scouts select. The full offerings list, prerequisites, and period times will be published with online registration and confirmed in your check-in packet.

	Merit Badge / Program
	Periods Offered
	Location
	Prerequisites
	Age / Notes

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



Note: Merit badge offerings will be available in August, after the 15th.


DAILY SCHEDULE
MASTER SCHEDULE
❄ Yeti Hunt ❄    •    December 19–22, 2026    •    Camp Thunder, Molena, Georgia    •    3 Nights / 4 Days

	DAY 1 — Saturday, December 19 · Arrival, Check-In & First Classes

	Time
	Activity

	9:00 AM
	Check-In & Campsite Setup — Registration, medical rechecks, campsite assignments (1 hr 30 min)

	10:30 AM
	Leaders’ Meeting — Unit Leaders & SPLs

	11:00 AM
	Lunch

	11:45 AM
	Class Period 1 (11:45 – 1:45)

	1:45 PM
	Class Period 2 (1:45 – 3:45)

	3:45 PM
	Class Period 3 (3:45 – 5:45)

	5:45 PM
	Dinner

	7:00 PM
	Evening Activity — Icebreakers & Patrol Games

	8:45 PM
	OPENING CAMPFIRE

	9:45 PM
	Return to Campsites / Cracker Barrel

	10:30 PM
	Taps — Lights Out



	DAY 2 — Sunday, December 20 · Program Day

	Time
	Activity

	7:00 AM
	Reveille

	7:30 AM
	Breakfast

	8:15 AM
	Flag Raising & Announcements

	8:30 AM
	Class Period 1 (8:30 – 10:30)

	10:30 AM
	Class Period 2 (10:30 – 12:30)

	12:30 PM
	Lunch

	1:30 PM
	Class Period 3 (1:30 – 3:30)

	3:30 PM
	Open Program — Make-Up Sessions, Trading Post, Recreation

	5:30 PM
	Retreat & Flag Lowering

	5:45 PM
	Dinner

	7:00 PM
	Evening Program

	8:30 PM
	Cracker Barrel / Wind Down

	10:00 PM
	Taps — Lights Out




	DAY 3 — Monday, December 21 · Program Day & Closing Campfire

	Time
	Activity

	7:00 AM
	Reveille

	7:30 AM
	Breakfast

	8:15 AM
	Flag Raising & Announcements

	8:30 AM
	Class Period 1 (8:30 – 10:30)

	10:30 AM
	Class Period 2 (10:30 – 12:30)

	12:30 PM
	Lunch

	1:30 PM
	Class Period 3 (1:30 – 3:30)

	3:30 PM
	Open Program — Make-Up Sessions, Trading Post, Recreation

	5:30 PM
	Retreat & Flag Lowering

	5:45 PM
	Dinner

	7:00 PM
	CLOSING CAMPFIRE & Awards

	8:15 PM
	Cracker Barrel / Wind Down

	10:00 PM
	Taps — Lights Out



	DAY 4 — Tuesday, December 22 · Departure

	Time
	Activity

	7:00 AM
	Reveille

	7:30 AM
	Breakfast

	8:30 AM
	Closing Flag Ceremony

	8:45 AM
	Campsite Cleanup & Inspection

	9:30 AM
	Check-Out & Departure



Program Notes
1. Classes begin on arrival day (Dec 19): all three 2-hour class periods run back-to-back after the Leaders’ Meeting and lunch (11:45 AM – 5:45 PM).
1. Full program days (Dec 20 & 21) run all three 2-hour class periods — two before lunch (8:30 & 10:30) and one after (1:30).
1. Campsite setup is allotted 90 minutes within the 9:00–10:30 AM check-in block on arrival day.
1. Dinner is served at 5:45 PM every day. The after-dinner slot hosts the Opening Campfire (Dec 19) and the Closing Campfire & Awards (Dec 21).
1. Open Program is reserved for make-up sessions, the Trading Post, and recreation.
Meal, flag, and program times are subject to weather and final enrollment.


SAFETY FIRST
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
Overview for Unit Leaders & Scoutmasters
This section summarizes what to do in an emergency at Camp Thunder. Read it before your unit arrives, review it with your Scouts at check-in, and keep it handy in your campsite. When an emergency signal sounds, stay calm, keep your unit together, and follow the direction of camp staff.
	IF YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY
Call 911 – then ask to be transferred to UPSON COUNTY.
Camp address (give to dispatch): Howard Lodge, 518 Thundering Springs Road, Molena, GA 30258
After calling 911, notify the Camp Director, Camp Ranger, or Health Office immediately (numbers below). For any incident involving youth safety, camp leadership will confirm notification to the Scouts First Helpline, 1-844-SCOUTS1.


Camp Emergency Contacts
	Role
	Name
	Phone

	Camp Director
	Greg Joiner
	762-247-0900

	Camp Ranger
	Brian Stokes
	706-575-4453

	Program Director
	Jackie Clancey
	516-473-1553

	Assistant Program Director
	Ashlyn Rusk
	470-209-0223

	Health Office
	Bree Morrison
	706-974-8186


Local Emergency Services
	Service
	Phone

	Upson Regional Medical Center
	706-647-8111

	Thurston Fire Department
	706-647-8728

	Upson County Police
	706-647-7411

	Upson County Animal Control
	706-647-5586

	Upson Health Department
	706-647-7148


Emergency Siren Signals
Camp Thunder uses a loud siren to signal emergencies. Learn these four signals – they are how the entire camp is alerted at once. When you hear a signal, act immediately and keep your unit with you.
	Signal
	What It Means
	What You & Your Scouts Do

	ONE LONG BLAST
	Severe Weather Emergency
	Take shelter immediately. Move into a hard, solid structure, away from windows. DO NOT shelter in a tent.

	TWO SHORT BLASTS
	Active Threat on Camp
	Take shelter and hide at once. Stay out of sight and stay quiet until the all-clear. (Staff use LOCKDOWN under SOP CT-SEC-001.)

	THREE SHORT BLASTS
	Fire / Lost Camper
	All Scouts and Scoutmasters return to your campsite and take an immediate head count. Your SPL or adult leader reports the count – and any missing Scouts – to Howard Lodge.



	SECURE – SENT BY RADIO & REMIND (NOT A SIREN)
Some incidents call for a SECURE rather than an alarm – for example, when a concern is reported outside or near camp but there is no confirmed threat on the property. There is no siren for SECURE. It is sent to unit leaders by radio and the Remind app, so keep Remind on and watch it during any incident.
If you receive a SECURE: keep your Scouts in your campsite or current program area, remain with your unit, continue normal activities, and wait for the all-clear before moving between areas.



	ALL CLEAR
One long, continuous blast following any alarm above – or the all-clear message following a SECURE. The emergency is not over until you receive the All Clear. Keep your unit sheltered or held in place, and accounted for, until it is given.


Leader Responsibilities in Any Emergency
1. Stay calm and keep your unit together – Scouts take their cue from you.
1. Keep the Remind app on and watch it – a SECURE and other leader instructions come by radio and Remind, not by siren.
1. Take attendance quickly and know at all times who is in your group.
1. Move to the correct posture for the signal (shelter, hide, or head count) and remain there until the All Clear.
1. Follow the direction of camp staff; they are coordinating the response with law enforcement and emergency services.
1. Keep radios and phones clear of the response; do not spread unconfirmed information – a single accurate message from camp leadership is the only reliable source.
1. After the All Clear, report any concerns or missing persons to Howard Lodge and await the leader briefing.

	Note for staff and leaders: Camp staff manage security incidents under SOP CT-SEC-001, Security Incident Response & Crisis Communications, using the Standard Response Protocol (Hold • Secure • Lockdown • Evacuate • Shelter) and a single-source-of-truth communications process. Leaders support that process by staying with their units, following staff direction, and directing family and media questions to the Flint River Council office.





POLARIS
L E G E N D   O F   T H E   Y E T I  •  2026
Call us today to make your reservation for Winter Camp!
762-247-0900
www.FlintRiverCouncil.org
Greg.Joiner@Scouting.org
Flint River Council • Scouting America • Gerald I. Lawhorn Scouting Base


CAMP FORMS
UNIT ROSTER
Date of Arrival                    # Youth          # Adults          Unit #            Council               
	A/Y
	Complete Name
	Address
	City
	St
	Zip
	Emergency Phone
	DOB (D/M/Y)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




CAMP FORMS
SCOUT RELEASE FROM CAMP REQUEST
Scouts desiring to leave camp prior to the troop’s departure, or not as part of the troop, must have a release signed by their parents and approved by the troop leader. Scouts will normally be permitted to leave only when accompanied by their parents. In an emergency, if a parent cannot sign, sufficient information must be recorded documenting the person from whom the call was received, verifying telephone confirmation of the parent, and giving detailed reasons for the release.
Scout Requested to be Released:                                                                 
Home Address:                                                                       
Home Council                              Council City HQ                             
Troop #                    Campsite                                         
Reason for Request to Leave:                                                         
Date of Release                   Time               Method of Travel                   
Adult Accompanied By:                                                               
Date of Return                   Time                   
In signing this request for release, the BSA, the Flint River Council, the unit leaders, and the Scout’s parents or guardians mutually acknowledge that there will be no refund of the camp fee, and that the BSA or its representatives shall not be held liable for any loss or injury to the Scout’s person or property.
Parent or Guardian’s Signature:                                                       
Address:                                                                         
Telephone (H)                       (C)                       Request made (date/time)                 
Troop Leader Approval:                                                     
On-Site Release: Before leaving the campsite or troop, Scouts must check out with their troop leader and camp headquarters.
Signed by Troop Leader                               Date               
Signed by Camp Headquarters                             Date               
Keep original for use at the time of release. Give parents a copy.


CAMP FORMS
FOOD ALLERGY & RELIGIOUS DIETARY INFORMATION
The foodservice department at Camp Thunder is committed to ensuring all participants have the best meals we can provide. If you have any food allergies or must follow religious dietary guidelines, please complete this form. Knowing your allergies and their severity helps us ensure you do not encounter those food items and that everyone has enough to eat.
Participant Name                                         Unit                 
Council                           Leader Name in Camp                           
Home Contact Person                               Phone                     
Dates Attending Camp Thunder:                                                   
Food Allergies:   Yes  ☐      No  ☐
Describe:                                                                       
                                                                             
How severe is this allergy?   Moderate  ☐      Strong  ☐      Severe  ☐
Suggested food replacements:                                                   
Any other information we need to know:                                             
                                                                             
Religious Needs:   Yes  ☐      No  ☐
What can we do to help accommodate your needs?                                     
                                                                             

Please return this form to the camping department no later than 30 days prior to your arrival at camp. Questions: Greg.Joiner@Scouting.org or (762) 247-0900.


CAMP FORMS
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION RECORD
Make copies as needed – one block per medication.
	Troop                            Campsite                       
Scout’s Name                            Parent’s Name                       
Address                            Phone                       
Name of Drug                            Dosage                       
Medication                            Strength                       
Reason for Medication:                                                   
When was the medication started?                   Temporary ☐   Permanent ☐
Side effects (circle all that apply): reactions to food, dehydration, stress, iodine, other medications, decreased balance, decreased appetite, motor skills, concentration, drowsiness, lethargy, etc.
Special storage instructions                     Qty In           Qty Out         
Health Officer Signature                     Leader Signature                   



	Troop                            Campsite                       
Scout’s Name                            Parent’s Name                       
Address                            Phone                       
Name of Drug                            Dosage                       
Medication                            Strength                       
Reason for Medication:                                                   
When was the medication started?                   Temporary ☐   Permanent ☐
Side effects (circle all that apply): reactions to food, dehydration, stress, iodine, other medications, decreased balance, decreased appetite, motor skills, concentration, drowsiness, lethargy, etc.
Special storage instructions                     Qty In           Qty Out         
Health Officer Signature                     Leader Signature                   



I agree to be available for direct communication from the person dispensing or administering the medication. Specific conditions under which I should be contacted regarding the condition or reactions of the Scout receiving the medications are:
                                                                             
Phone                           Physician Signature                         


CAMP FORMS
IMPORTANT TRIP INFORMATION
Write down the following information and give a copy to all adults. Give a second copy to the Camp Director upon check-in.
Whom should we notify in case of an accident involving a member of your troop?
Name                                                                 
Phone                                                                 
Address                                                               
Who will accompany injured or ill Scouts home?
Name                                                                 
Phone                                                                 
Address                                                               
Who will take charge of your troop in your Scoutmaster’s absence?
Name                                                                 
Phone                                                                 
Address                                                               
Whom should we contact in case of breakdown or separation?
Name                                                                 
Phone                                                                 
Address                                                               
Polaris Winter Adventure 2026  •  Legend of the Yeti  •  Leaders Guide
