Burke Lake District 2026 Fall Camporee
October 23 – 25, 2026
Gunston Hall
10709 Gunston Road
Mason Neck, Virginia 22079 
 (703) 550-9220 
As of September 27, 2026
SPECIAL NOTE 
1. There will be a Senior Patrol Leader/Scoutmaster/Cubmaster Camporee Staff Zoom Coordination meeting on Wednesday Evening, October 14, 2026, at 7:3O PM. 
2. Arrow of Light (AOL) Scouts are once again invited to attend Scout Camporees.  Register on “Black Pug” to attend the Fall 2026 Burke Lake Camporee
3. All Scouts and adults need to bring work gloves to the Camporee.  Our service project for on Sunday morning will include ground maintenance. 
THEME 
	The Burke Lake District will establish a Space Academy for the Camporee.  The Theme is to explore the Science and Science Fiction for Aviation and Space Exploration.
PROGRAM   
Scouts and Arrow of Light Cub Scouts will have numerous chances to learn and have fun. The camporee will have the traditional events that bring us together as a district, Opening and Closing ceremonies, a Saturday night campfire and a senior patrol leader/scoutmaster “cracker barrel”.  The Space Academy program will be at the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space museum in Chantilly, Virginia at their “Air and Scare” event on Saturday, October 24, 2026.  Besides the normal exhibits at the museum, there will be numerous extra activity booths both inside and outside the museum building.  Also, many costumed characters will attend, primarily from “Star Wars” and “Star Treck”.  Admission to the museum and grounds is free, but there is a $15 fee for parking a vehicle in the parking area.
We are camping on the grounds of Gunston Hall, the historic plantation of George Mason.  The grounds include the plantation building, a museum, a visitor’s center with gift shop and outdoor gardens.  This is an outstanding time for Scouts to learn about George Mason and his contribution the Virginia Constitution and the United States Constitution.  He championed the Bill of Rights to be part of both documents.  Additionally, on Sunday morning, we will provide support for a Service Project at Gunston Hall from 8:45 till 10 AM.  Since we are camping at Gunston Hall, Scouts, Leaders, and family members can tour the historic home, museum and grounds for the reduced price of $5.  Touring the mansion is optional but strongly recommended.  
Arrow of Light Scouts can camp as a Den, Pack, or a Family.  Arrow of Light units can camp on their own or partner with a Scouting America troop.  Arrow of Light Scouts can participate in all Scouting America activities.  
All units will participate in a one-hour service project on Sunday morning to support Gunston Hll.  We will conduct maintenance on their grounds under the leadership of Order of the Arrow Scouts.


WHERE AND WHEN
The camporee will be held from Friday night, October 23 till Sunday, October 25, 2026. The address is 10709 Gunston Road, Mason Neck, Virginia 22079.  We are camping in a large field on the grounds.  There will be an adult with a safety vest directing you to enter.
	Potable water is available on site.  Units need to bring water jugs to transport water from the water site to their camping site.  Ther is no dishwashing allowed at the water site.  Ther will be Port-O-Johns in the camping area.  Additionally, there is indoor bathroom facilities inside the Visitor Center that can be used during the daytime.  Units must bring garbage bags to collect their trash and transport it back home.  When cooking, units can use gas stoves or fires on pans.  Fires are not allowed directly on the ground.      
	Individuals desiring to contact anyone participating in the Camporee should contact their unit via cell phone.  Scout units should plan to arrive Friday evening, October 23.  The Camporee site will open at 2 PM.  The Camporee site will close at noon on Sunday, October 25, 2026.  

REGISTRATION
Registration is essential to assist the Camporee staff in planning for the activities, as well as laying out the Camporee site.  Registration is on “Black Pug”.  The cost for Scouts Arrow of Light Cubs and adults is twenty-eight dollars ($28).  Adults camping must pay the camporee fee.  Adults not camping, can attend free of charge.  Camporee registration and payment will close Friday evening, October 23, 2026.    
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The camporee staff needs adult volunteers  the different events.  Also, the camporee is looking for at least two scout buglers or trumpet players.  Please contact the Camporee Director, Bill Dexter, if you can volunteer at wtdexterjr@gmail.com or cell (703) 344-6317.
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