
Scouting America 
Climbing Instructors Course 

 
Scouting America is offering a Climbing Instructors Course to be held on May 30 - to June 1, 2025 at 

Camp Mattatuck in Plymouth, CT. The course goal is to ensure that you can safely and effectively manage a 
climbing program for your camp, district or unit.  It will help you to solidify your knowledge of climbing and to 
bring it into line with the current policies of the BSA. This course is intended for any adult who meets the 
prerequisites and is interested in teaching the basics of climbing and rappelling.  

The course will begin on Friday, June 30 at 6:30 pm at Camp Mattatuck, 221 Mount Tobe Road, 
Plymouth, CT 06782. Eat dinner before you arrive. The course will be a combination of classroom, hands-on 
learning at a tower as well as at a natural climbing site (Whitestone Cliffs). The course concludes at 3:00 pm on 
Sunday, June 1.  

The fee of $100 covers the cost of the course as well as meals. You will be sleeping on beds and 
mattresses in Gesner Cabin at camp. Bring your own bedding. You may bring your own tent in which to sleep if 
you prefer. You may also bring your own harness, helmet and climbing shoes but they are not required. We will 
supply all the climbing equipment that you will need.  

We will supply breakfast, lunch and dinner on Saturday as well as breakfast and lunch on Sunday. 
Please let me know if there are any special dietary needs. 
 
You should have a basic understanding of the concepts of climbing such as belaying, knots and 
equipment in order to enroll in this course.  
 
Upon successful completion of this course, you will receive a certificate as a “Level 1 Climbing Instructor”. 
This is a 1-year certificate for those 18 or older who meet all competencies, can apply them to routine, familiar 
program delivery situations with supervision and support.  
Additionally, you may receive a certificate as a “Level 2 Climbing Instructor”. This is a 3-year certificate for 
those 21 or older who fully meet all competencies, can apply them to solving most non-routine situations, and 
can provide leadership to other staff. You are then able to act as a “Qualified Instructor” at a unit, district, or 
council climbing/rappelling activity.  

 
For questions or to reserve a place, please email Chris Moon at usagymct@aol.com. 
Register online on the following webpage: 
 
https://scoutingevent.com/066-99541 
 
Please bring the following items with you to the course: 

• A completed BSA Annual Health and Medical Record 
• A copy of your current Climb On Safely card (Take the course on the My.Scouting.org site) 

 
Questions and information: 

Chris Moon 
usagymct@aol.com 
Cell: 203-217-7871 
 

mailto:usagymct@aol.com
https://scoutingevent.com/066-99541


2025 Climbing Instructors Course Outline 
Schedule 
 

Friday, May 30, 2025 
6:00 pm Arrival    Eat dinner before you arrive. 
6:30 pm Classroom session begins: Climb On Safely review, helmets, harnesses, knots, ropes, webbing, 

cordelettes and runners, hardware, NCAP standards 
 

Saturday, May 31, 2025 
7:30 am Breakfast.  
8:00 Classroom: Natural and artificial anchors, SRENE, ERNEST, Pre equalized versus self equalized 

Leave for the cliffs  
 Site selection, participant safety and emergency action plan, Leave No Trace, 
  belaying, commands, top roping versus lead climbing, top belay versus bottom belay, climbing, 

rappelling, environmental conditions, emergency plans and rescue techniques, lunch at the site 
5:00  Return to camp 
6:00 pm Dinner 
6:30 Record keeping, incident resolution, Area climbing locations, Beyond the scope 
9:30 pm Cracker Barrel and finish for the night.  
  

Sunday, June 1, 2025 
7:30 am Breakfast 
8:00 am Class at the tower 

Bouldering, spotting, tower set up and use. belaying, ropes, hardware, Auto Belay use  
12:30  Lunch 
1:00   More tower work, rappelling, ascending, pulley systems 
3:00 Graduation 
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