
Political Sciences FIT Syllabus  
 

Class Schedule:  
 

Monday 7/6 Tuesday 7/7 Wednesday 7/8 Thursday 7/9 Friday 7/10 

All instructors: 
 
Introductions, 
discussion of 
course 
objectives, guest 
speaker, group 
activities  

P. Shimotake:  
 
Information, 
Privacy & Free 
Speech in the 
internet age  
 
 

F. Starn:  
 
Globalization in 
a Pandemic: 
Medical Supply 
Chains & Global 
Disruptions 
 

C. Wikler/P.  
 
Shimotake: 
Unequitable 
Outcomes: 
Cracks in our 
Criminal Legal 
System (With 
guest 
speaker(s)) 

C. Wikler/F. 
Starn:  
 
The Relevance 
of Global 
Institutions: 
Rapprochement 
or Fortress 
America 
 

Monday 7/13 Tuesday 7/14 Wednesday 
7/15 

Thursday 7/16 Friday 7/17 

Information/Priv
acy Debates & 
Discussion 

Global Supply 
Chain Debates & 
Discussion 
 

Criminal Legal 
System Debates 
& Discussion 
 

Fortress America 
Debates & 
Discussion 

Capstone 
presentations & 
graduation 

 
 
 
Case Studies/Central Questions:  
1. Information, Privacy and Free Speech in the Internet Age 

● What kinds of challenges do our democratic systems (our elections and our media 
for the sake of this course) face in a world transformed by proliferation of 
information—with some of it being false, misleading, or proffered by foreign actors? 
How can these institutions be reformed or reinforced to withstand these abrupt 
changes and obfuscating information? What kind of conflicts arise between free 
speech, privacy, and free enterprise relative to American elections and media, and 
how can these conflicts be mitigated?      

2. Globalization in a Pandemic: Medical Supply Chains & Global Disruptions 
● How has the United States’ extensive participation in the global economic system 

helped or hurt our ability to respond to a pandemic? Has the retreat from economic 
interdependence and global trade that began in 1999, with Seattle’s WTO protests, 
and up to today by actions of the Trump Administration, damaged our national 
readiness in responding to the COVID-19 crisis? How can healthcare supply chains 
and global economic interchange be reformed or reimagined to better confront the 
threats posed by a crippling viral pandemic?  

3. Unequitable Outcomes: Cracks in our Criminal Legal System 



● As protests and demands for justice and accountability for police ring across our 
nation, how has this country succeeded or failed in addressing racial injustice and 
within the frame of the criminal justice system? How have certain laws and policies 
led to inequitable outcomes in our Criminal legal system for people of color, and for 
African Americans specifically? In what ways can we reconsider public safety and the 
policies that guide law enforcement and our justice system (Prosecutors, Courts, and 
Carceral systems) so that they ensure equal justice for all people?  

4. The Relevance of Global Institutions 
● Out of the ruins of the Second World War, the great powers of the world sought to 

build institutions and liberal global order of treaties, cooperation, and de-escalation 
to forever avoid the destruction witnessed during that conflict. Fast forward to 
today, these liberal institutions and treaties (UN, NATO, WTO, WHO, IMF, World 
Bank, G7, Paris Accord, Iran Deal, Interpol, International Court of Justice, etc.) hold a 
different role than they did in decades past. Do you agree that America’s 
participation in these bodies is essential to their efficacy, and if so, do you consider 
the seeming US retreat from these institutions under the Trump administration a 
threat to national security or US national interests? In future American policy, 
should our leaders stay the “fortress America” course, or re-engage with these 
institutions, and what are the costs and benefits to each path forward?  


